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‘Bank should refuse to 
give up Maduro gold’ 

The Bank of England should decline 
to release £lbn of gold to Venezuela’s 
dictator, the Foreign Office said 
yesterday. Juan Guaido, who last 
week declared himself the country’s 
legitimate ruler and was recognised as 
such by the US, has asked for the Bank 
to withhold the gold from Nicolas 
Maduro. Sir Alan Duncan, Foreign 
Office minister, said that although the 
decision was for the Bank, “no doubt 
they will take into account the fact that 
a number of countries are questioning 
the legitimacy of Nicolas Maduro”. 
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‘If you have elderly 
neighbours, pop in and tell 
them they’ll starve if there’s 
a no-deal Brexit’ 


BUSINESS 

Patisserie Valerie sales 
failing for three years 

Sales at Patisserie Valerie, the stricken 
cafe chain, were declining for at least 
three years before the £40 million 
accounting black hole that triggered 
its demise was discovered. Sales fell 
4 per cent in the past two years alone, 
documents seen by The Daily 
Telegraph reveal. Patisserie Holdings, 
the chain’s parent company, did not 
report such sales figures prior to its 
sudden failure. Instead, its last set of 
audited accounts, including new cafe 
openings, showed sales up 10 per cent. 
Business, page 1 
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Green urged to let his 
accusers tell their stories 


Businessman gives 
up legal battle 
against Telegraph 
and faces calls from 
campaigners to lift 
gagging orders 


By Claire Newell, Hayley Dixon 
andBen Rumsby 

SIR PHILIP GREEN was last night 
urged to do “the honourable thing” and 
free his alleged victims from their gag¬ 
ging orders after abandoning his legal 
battle with The Daily Telegraph. 

The Topshop owner, named in Par¬ 
liament as the businessman at the cen¬ 
tre of Britain’s MeToo scandal, paid 
substantial sums in out-of-court settle¬ 
ments to former employees who ac¬ 
cused him of sexual harassment and 
racist abuse. Sir Philip, 66, yesterday 
abandoned his bid to stop The Tele¬ 
graph revealing details of the allega¬ 
tions, but an interim injunction 
imposed in October remains in place 
until the application by Sir Philip to 
discontinue the action is heard in front 
of the Appeal Court judge. 

Despite abandoning the case, the bil¬ 
lionaire stated yesterday that there 
could be “further legal action” against 
anyone who signed a non-disclosure w 
agreement (NDA) as part of their settle-< 
ment if they decided to speak out. | 

His comments were condemned by 5 
MPs and campaigners, who said thisg 
proved the need to change the law sur- ^ 
rounding the use of NDAs. < 

Jess Phillips MP, who sits on the w 
women and equalities committee, said I 
the statement was “little more than a 
veiled threat of further legal action to 
those who accuse him if they do not 
stay silent”. She added: “It shows once 
again that he is a rich and powerful 
man who will use every tool he has to 
control the little people. Philip Green 
should free his ex-employees from 
their NDAs. If he has nothing to hide he 
has nothing to fear.” 

Sir Philip is estimated to have spent 
millions on a legal battle against The 
Telegraph that has lasted six months. 
He hired lawyers from Schillings who 
were last week told by the judge that 



Sir Philip Green pictured in 2015 attending the British Fashion Awards in London. There is increasing pressure on him to release his alleged victims from gagging orders they signed 


they could not justify charging fees of 
£690 an hour. Yesterday, a week be¬ 
fore the trial, he dropped the case. Had 
it proceeded, Sir Philip would have had 
to attend court to give evidence. 

The scandal prompted debates about 
the use of gagging orders and a parlia¬ 
mentary inquiry into their use in dis¬ 
crimination cases. Maria Miller MP, 
who chairs the women and equalities 
committee, which began its inquiry in 
December, said Sir Philip’s latest threat 
proved the law needed to change. Ms 


Miller said: “By walking away from ac¬ 
tion against a big organisation which 
has access to the best legal advice and 
by focusing the attack on people who 
don’t have access to that legal advice 
and have already suffered considerably 
by being part of these discrimination 
claims, it is really underlining that the 
system is ripe for change. We can’t al¬ 
low people in this position to remain 
subject to bully-boy tactics.” 

Her comments were echoed by 
Zelda Perkins, a former assistant to 


Harvey Weinstein, who broke her own 
NDA to reveal sexual misconduct alle¬ 
gations against the film producer. 

Describing the statement as “shock¬ 
ing”, Ms Perkins said: “This is using the 
law to silence people who are calling 
out discrimination and poor behav¬ 
iour. This is a not very veiled threat 
from Philip Green who is using the law 
to intimidate his employees who have 
signed these agreements. 

“Those who want to be released 
from them should be released. It is 


making a mockery of the agreement 
now that he is stepping away from the 
injunction, and in my opinion it shows 
that he has got something to hide.” 

Ms Perkins, who has called for NDAs 
to be banned in discrimination cases, 
said there needed to be “public policy 
change” from the Government and 
“massive regulatory change” regarding 
what lawyers were able to write into 
the agreements as this shows that “the 
law is for hire to the biggest gun”. In his 
Continued on Page 2 


Eurosceptics in revolt over Brexit Plan B 


Million young bullied online 


By Gordon Rayner, 

Steven Swinford, Christopher Hope 
and Camilla Tominey 

THERESA MAY’S Brexit Plan B was in 
deep trouble last night as she faced an 
open revolt from Tory Brexiteers. 

The Prime Minister made a personal 
plea to her backbenchers to support a 
plan to renegotiate the Northern Irish 
backstop, but Eurosceptics refused as it 
would not be legally binding. 

Last night Downing Street frantically 
tried to claw back support by telling 
Brexiteers that Mrs May would 


seek to reopen the EU Withdrawal 
Agreement and add a backstop exit 
clause or end date. 

But with the Conservative Party as 
divided as ever over Europe - and with 
just 59 days until Britain is due to leave 
the EU - there remains no guarantee 
that a series of votes today will break 
the Brexit deadlock. 

The Daily Telegraph has learnt that 
Tory Brexiteers and Remainers have 
thrashed out an “olive branch” solution 
to the impasse which was presented to 
Number 10 last week, involving an 
extension of the 21-month transition 


period with a reworded backstop 
clause. But the idea, which has the 
backing of Brexiteers Jacob Rees-Mogg 
and Steve Baker and Remainers Nicky 
Morgan and Stephen Hammond, is 
likely to be held back as a plan C if Mrs 
May fails to win a breakthrough today. 

Sir Graham Brady, the chairman of 
the 1922 Committee of backbench Tory 
MPs, appeared to have thrown Mrs 
Continued on Page 4 
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By Charles Hymas 

HOME AFFAIRS EDITOR 

ONE million children have been 
bullied on social media platforms or 
have encountered “nasty” content 
online, Ofcom has reported. 

The regulator found 11 per cent of 
children aged 12 to 15 had been bullied 
on social media while 9 per cent were 
bullied through messaging apps or by 
text, up from 5 per cent in 2017. 

A third of them - and one in seven 
children aged eight to 11 - also said they 
had encountered “something worrying 


or nasty” online. The figures, which 
also revealed an increasing number of 
underage children signing up for social 
media, come amid growing concern at 
tech giants’ failure to protect children 
from online harms. 

Matt Hancock, the Health Secretary, 
warned the firms they could be banned 
if they failed to remove harmful con¬ 
tent, following the case of Molly Rus¬ 
sell, 14, who took her own life in 2017 
after viewing disturbing content about 
Continued on Page 2 
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Majority of boy offenders are ethnic 


By Victoria Ward 

MORE than half of boys held in young 
offender institutions are now from 
black or minority ethnic (BME) back¬ 
grounds, the highest proportion ever 
recorded, according to a report. 

The figure rose from 48 per cent to 51 
per cent within a year, research by HM 
Inspectorate of Prisons revealed. 

Those from BME backgrounds said 
their experiences of being in custody 
was significantly different to their 
white peers in many areas. 

They felt staff were less likely to ask 
if they needed help with feeling scared 


or upset and if they needed someone to 
talk to or had money worries. 

They were also less likely to say they 
were given information about feeling 
upset, have access to a chaplain, Child¬ 
line or the Samaritans or feel that appli¬ 
cations and complaints were sorted out 
fairly and quickly. 

In 2017, a review by David Lammy, 
the Labour MP, raised concerns that 
the proportion of black, Asian and mi¬ 
nority ethnic youth prisoners had in¬ 
creased despite an overall fall in 
under-18s in custody. 

Frances Crook, chief executive of the 
Howard League for Penal Reform, said: 


“For the first time, more than half of 
boys in prison identify as being from a 
black or minority ethnic background. 

“Sixteen months after the Lammy 
Review was published, it is disturbing 
that disproportionality it is growing.” 

The figures are detailed in a study on 
the perceptions of those aged between 
12 and 18 who were held in young of¬ 
fender institutions (YOIs) or secure 
training centres (STCs) in England and 
Wales from April 2017 to March 2018. 

The report also warned that too 
many young people feel unsafe in cus¬ 
tody, stating that signs of improvement 
have yet to translate into a significant 


shift in perceptions of their treatment 
and conditions. 

The analysis, based on a survey of 
686 children, found just over a third of 
those held in STCs had reported feeling 
unsafe at some point since arriving, 
and 40 per cent of those in YOIs. 

The percentage of BME detainees 
was the highest recorded since HM In¬ 
spectorate of Prisons began carrying 
out the analysis in 2001. 

Researchers found that the propor¬ 
tion of boys who identified as being 
from a black or minority ethnic back¬ 
ground varied depending on the estab¬ 
lishment, from one in five at the Keppel 


Unit, to nearly three quarters at 
Feltham. 

Black and minority ethnic children 
accounted for 42 per cent of the STC 
population, according to the paper. 

The assessment, published today, 
covers the experiences of boys in five 
male YOIs, plus a specialist unit for 
boys, and children, including a small 
number of girls, held in three STCs. 

Peter Clarke, the chief inspector of 
prisons, said: “I trust that the details of 
this report will prove useful to those 
whose responsibility it is to provide 
safe, respectful and purposeful cus¬ 
tody for children.” 


Sir Philip told 
‘do honourable 
thing’ and end 
threat of NDAs 


Continuedfrom Page 1 
statement, Sir Philip categorically 
denied “any unlawful racist or sexual 
behaviour”. 

He said he had concluded it was 
“pointless to continue with the litiga¬ 
tion” against The Telegraph, which he 
claimed had “already been under¬ 
mined” by Lord Hain using parliamen¬ 
tary privilege to identify him in a move 
he described as “disgraceful”. 

Lord Hain last night defended his de¬ 
cision to name the businessman, say¬ 
ing that it was “in the public interest” 
and that Sir Philip’s statements were an 
attack on parliamentary privilege. 

The decision to drop the case comes 
three months after Sir Philip was 
named in Parliament. At the time he re¬ 
fused a request by this newspaper to 
drop the action. 

Peter Kyle MP, who sits on the busi¬ 
ness, energy and industrial strategy 
committee and who last year called for 
a cross-committee inquiry into NDAs, 
called Sir Philip’s threat “grotesque”, 
adding: “The honourable thing for 
Philip Green to do now is to press the 
reset button, come clean on all of the 
NDAs against him and accept the prob¬ 
lem that he has is not that a free press is 
doing its job, but it’s his attitude to¬ 
wards potentially vulnerable people in 
his workplace who should have his 
protection, not unwanted threats and 
intimidation.” 

Mr Kyle accused Sir Philip of being 
“driven by hubris and entitlement”, 
adding: “He is victim-blaming, first and 
foremost, and rather than going after 
people his own size - such as The Tele¬ 
graph and people in Parliament - he is 
going after those who lack voice, lack 
the resource that he has and the legal 
representation that he has instead. This 
shows the character of the man.” 



Quest for the truth Emiliano Sala’s sister Romina, left, and mother, Mercedes, listen as recovery expert David Mearns details 
plans for a private search of the Channel where the plane carrying the missing Cardiff City footballer vanished last Monday. 
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UK strengthens Iraq 
ties with £30m aid 


By Daily Telegraph Reporter 

BRITAIN will give more than £30 mil¬ 
lion to help the Iraqi government se¬ 
cure the “rights and freedoms” of 
Christians and other religious minori¬ 
ties in the region. 

The money will be used to rebuild 
hospitals, schools and other vital infra¬ 
structure to allow those displaced by 
conflict to return home, the Middle 
East minister announced. 

Alistair Burt, the minister for the 
Middle East, who is on a four-day visit 
to Iraq, said the aid package would pro¬ 
vide support to the country’s people as 
they rebuild their “lives, businesses 
and economic independence”. 

The package will see £16 million al¬ 
located to the Iraq Reform and Recon¬ 
struction Fund (IRRF) to help rebuild 
areas destroyed by the Islamic State of 
Iraq and the Levant, as well as £6.9 mil¬ 
lion for the rehabilitation of critical in¬ 
frastructure and £10 million to support 
the ongoing humanitarian response. 

The funds will also be used to “un¬ 
lock Iraq’s economic potential”, gener¬ 
ate jobs and boost the potential for 
enhanced future trade with the UK and 
other countries. Mr Burt’s visit also 


saw the UK and Iraq agree to a joint 
communique to further strengthen bi¬ 
lateral relations. 

The minister held talks with Barham 
Salih, the Iraqi president, and Adil Ab¬ 
dul Mahdi, the prime minister. 

He also met Nechirvan Barzani, the 
prime minister of the Kurdistan Re¬ 
gional Government, and Masrour Bar¬ 
zani, the prime-minister designate. 

Mr Burt said: “The UK is a strong 
partner and friend of Iraq. We share a 
range of mutual and growing priori¬ 
ties, which include security, develop¬ 
ment, foreign policy and trade. There is 
much to be celebrated about Iraq’s pro¬ 
gress since the territorial defeat of 
Daesh in 2017. But there is more to be 
done to help Iraq develop the strong, 
stable future ... its people deserve. 

“The UK remains committed to sup¬ 
porting Iraq to develop along nonsec¬ 
tarian lines, and we are particularly 
concerned about the rights and free¬ 
doms afforded to Christians and other 
minority faith groups. We will be the 
first donor to the IRRF. 

“UK aid will provide vital support to 
the people of Iraq as they rebuild their 
lives, their businesses and their eco¬ 
nomic independence.” 


Half of younger children 
break social media age rule 


Continuedfrom Page 1 
suicide on social media. Her father, Ian, 
said he believed Instagram “helped kill 
my daughter”. 

Tony Stower, the NSPCC’s head of 
online safety, said the figures demon¬ 
strated the need for a tough independ¬ 
ent regulator. “The inertia of social 
networks has to end,” he said. 

He said it was “unacceptable” that 
children as young as eight could create 
social media accounts and one in seven 
had seen “worrying or nasty” material 
on the web. “Tech giants’ self-regula¬ 
tion clearly does not work,” he added. 

Even among those aged three and 
four, Ofcom had found 12,000 social 
media profiles, despite age limits re¬ 
quiring users to be at least 13. A similar 
proportion of this group had a smart¬ 
phone and almost a fifth their own 
tablet. More than half were online on 
average for nine hours a week, an 
increase of an hour in just one year. 

It means nearly half of children 
under 13 are breaching the age limit, 
which applies to platforms including 


Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat, 
Twitter and YouTube. 

Tanya Goodin, founder of Time to 
Log Off, said: “This is shocking. My 
concern is that the parents are using 
the devices as ‘digital babysitters’. It 
confirms what schools are saying about 
young children coming to them with 
delayed speech and language skills. 
Children need human interaction.” 

Children, however, told researchers 
they found it “too much effort” to 
interact in real life with friends and 
preferred to watch YouTube, cited by 
80 per cent of all children as their pri¬ 
mary online destination, including 45 
per cent of children aged three to four. 

For the first time children aged eight 
to 11 are spending more time on the 
internet than watching TV, like their 
older counterparts aged 12 to 15. 

Seven in 10 older children were 
allowed to take their mobile phone to 
bed. Ofcom added it had found that 
young people were nowadays rarely 
interested in reading, drawing, playing 
an instrument or other hobbies. 


NEWS BULLETIN 


Four deny membership 
of neo-Nazi terror group 

Four people have denied being 
members of National Action, the 
banned neo-Nazi terrorist group. 

Garry Jack, 22, and Mark Jones, 24, 
appeared over a video-link at 
Birmingham Crown Court yesterday to 
plead not guilty to a charge of being 
members of the proscribed group. 

At the back of the court were 
co-accused Alice Cutter, 22, who is Mr 
Jones’s fiancee, and a 17-year-old male, 
who cannot be named for legal 
reasons, who also denied the same 
charge. It is alleged all four were 
members between Dec 17 2016 and 
Sept 5 2017. All four are in court for a 
pre-trial hearing next month ahead of 
trial at the crown court on March 18. 


Mother and son ‘knifed by 
neighbour in water row’ 

A mother and son were stabbed in a 
“frenzied attack” by their neighbour 
following a dispute over water 
running off his driveway, a court 
heard yesterday. 

Michael Marucci, 48, crashed 
through Julia Doble’s front door 
carrying a craft knife after she made a 
low offer to buy his £350,000 house 
when he indicated he wanted to move 
to avoid her attempts to sue him. 

He cut her son Kieran’s throat and 
slashed Mrs Doble’s arm while making 
threats to kill her, Winchester Crown 
Court heard. Marucci, of 
Bournemouth, denies attempted 
murder and wounding with intent on 
Aug 10 last year. The trial continues. 


Man arrested after body 
of girl, 16, discovered 

A man has been arrested after the 
body of a 16-year-old girl was found in 
a derelict building, Greater 
Manchester Police said. 

Officers were called at 9.25am 
yesterday to reports that the girl was 
missing from her home in Prestwich, 
Bury. At around 9.45am, the force 
received a second call saying she had 
been found dead in a building near 
Brookside Drive in Kersal, Salford. 

Police said the cause of death is yet 
to be established, but a 41-year-old 
man has been arrested on suspicion of 
murder. Supt Caroline Hemmingway 
said: “We are trying to piece together 
this puzzle and help give the girl’s 
family the answers they deserve.” 


Store manager under 
fire after ‘pigeon cull’ 

A Sainsbury’s manager has reportedly 
received an influx of angry phone calls 
after pictures emerged alleging there 
had been a pigeon cull at his store. 

London Wildlife Protection, a 
volunteer-run animal welfare group, 
published images online of birds that 
were allegedly shot with air rifles as 
part of a cull at Sainsbury’s in 
Dartford, Kent. The group also gave 
the name and telephone number of the 
store manager. 

The post said: ‘We have reached out 
to Sainsbury’s to remind them of their 
obligation to put deterrents in place 
and try all non-lethal methods first.” 

A Sainsbury’s spokesman said it was 
looking into the matter. 


Cannabis factory set up 
in derelict tower block 

A huge cannabis factory covering three 
floors of a derelict tower block 
scheduled for demolition has been 
found in the middle of a housing estate. 

Police had to get through an internal 
steel-barred door and an industrial¬ 
sized padlock to uncover the 
operation. 

Inside, officers found plants with an 
estimated street value of £500,000, 
along with living quarters and food for 
those tending the operation. 

A loading winch had also been fitted 
into one of the block’s lift shafts. The 
20-storey block, Warstone Tower, in 
Bromford Drive, Birmingham, has 
been earmarked by the city council for 
demolition. 


Runaway panda found 
in Belfast back garden 

An endangered red panda cub was 
found in a Northern Ireland back 
garden after it escaped from Belfast 
Zoo on Sunday. 

Officers in the Northern Ireland 
capital said Amber the panda was 
“believed to be taking in the sights of 
beautiful Glengormley”, but was 
rescued yesterday morning within a 
mile from its enclosure. The search 
team believe the cub, which was born 
last summer, escaped following a 
power fault in an electric fence, and 
travelled through woodland to spend 
the night in trees. Belfast Zoo said that 
the panda appeared to be well and was 
now back with its family. 
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Looking 

back 

This year’s 
key events 


The D-Day 
Festival in 
Normandy 
will 

include: 
June 1-9 

Re-enactments 
of US airborne 
troops in action 
at Sainte-Mere- 
Eglise. 

June 5 The Daks 
Over Normandy 
flight, when 300 
paratroopers 
will jump into 
the original 
British drop 
zone. 


June 6 A live 
Forties concert 
on the seafront 


Parachutes to fill Normandy’s skies again 


Seventy-fifth anniversary 
of D-Day will involve 300 
making the jump from 30 
Dakota aircraft over France 

By Dominic Nicholls 

DEFENCE CORRESPONDENT 

ON JUNE 6 1944, thousands of para¬ 
troopers jumping from the skies over 
Normandy began the mission to liber¬ 
ate Europe from Nazi occupation. 

For those who witnessed that day, 
the sight of 300 parachutists leaping 
from Second World War aircraft over 
France as part of this year’s D-Day 
anniversary celebrations will evoke 
special memories. 

The Imperial War Museum (IWM) 
yesterday unveiled its plans to com¬ 
memorate the incredible efforts of Al¬ 


lied troops by re-enacting the airborne 
element of the Normandy invasion, 75 
years on. 

The display, called “Daks Over Nor¬ 
mandy” after the Douglas C-47 Skytrain 
- known in the RAF as the Dakota - will 
see 30 aircraft take off from Duxford 
Airfield, eight miles south of Cam¬ 
bridge, on June 5, and head towards 
northern France. 

The cross-Channel jump will take 
place between 4pm and 5pm, into the 
original British drop zone at Ranville, 
code-named “N”. 

Although no D-Day veterans will be 
jumping, many of the parachutists are 
former service personnel. British 
parachutists will be joined in the air by 
colleagues from America, Canada, Nor¬ 
way, Sweden, Germany, New Zealand 
and South Africa, plus a few other 
countries. 

Three US recipients of the Medal of 



Honor, won in recent conflicts, will be 
present. Major General Sir Colin Weir, 
the current commander of 1st (UK) Di¬ 
vision, will also be on the commemora¬ 
tive jump. 

The Dakota aircraft is synonymous 
with the D-Day landings. One stands as 
the gate guardian to Merville Barracks 


Parachutists will 
recreate the air 
invasion in a similar 
style to an event 10 
years ago, top, in 
Dakota aircraft, 
inset. Above, D-Day 
commandos 


in Colchester, Essex, home to Britain’s 
16 Air Assault Brigade, the Army’s rapid 
response airborne force. 

Members of 16 Air Assault Brigade 
will also make a special jump into 
northern France, just ahead of the fleet 
of Dakotas. 

The gathering at Duxford in June is 
said to be the greatest number of Dako¬ 
tas seen in one location since the Sec¬ 
ond World War. 

Additional D-Day-themed program¬ 
ming will take place at other IWM sites, 
including HMS Belfast and the Church¬ 
ill War Rooms, St James’s Park in West¬ 
minster, London, the nerve centre of 
strategic decision-making during the 
Second World War. Both had central 
roles in this critical operation during 
the war. 

The Churchill War Rooms are 
housed in the then prime minister’s se¬ 
cret headquarters below Whitehall. 


One especially well-kept wartime se¬ 
cret was Churchill’s desire to be pre¬ 
sent at the D-Day landings. Towards the 
end of May 1944, the prime minister in¬ 
formed the Admiralty that he intended 
to witness the operation first-hand from 
the decks of HMS Belfast. 

The idea of Britain’s wartime leader 
placing himself in such danger was 
alarming, but it was not until King 
George VI intervened in writing that 
Churchill agreed to back down. A fac¬ 
simile of the letter from the King to 
Churchill, dated May 311944, is on dis¬ 
play in the Churchill Museum in the 
Churchill War Rooms. 

The IWM has teamed up with Nor¬ 
mandy Tourism to present a varied and 
unprecedented programme of events 
in the summer to bring the memory of 
this tragic period of world history to 
life, with specific focus on the spirit of 
hope and reconciliation. 


at Gold Beach. 
June 6 The 

inauguration 
of the British 
Normandy 
Memorial, with 
Theresa May and 
Emmanuel 
Macron expected 
to attend. 

June 8 A parade 
of civilians and 
soldiers in 
Forties attire, 
with 150 civilian 
and military 
vehicles. 

June 8-9 D-Day 
activities on 
HMS Belfast, 
pictured above 
in 1944. 

June 10 Firework 
displays at major 
D-Day sites. For 
more details 
visit the websites 
of Normandy 
Tourism and 
the Imperial War 
Museum. 
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History will 
judge you, 
ministers 
warn Bercow 


Pressure grows on Speaker to allow vote on 
backbench proposal that could save May’s 
deal and persuade the EU to renegotiate 


The amendments 




By Christopher Hope 
and Jack Maidment 


JOHN BERCOW has been warned by 
senior Government figures that “his¬ 
tory will judge him” if he snubs a back¬ 
bench amendment today that could 
save Theresa May’s Brexit deal. 

The Commons Speaker will this 
lunchtime sit down to examine a series 
of tabled amendments that could radi¬ 
cally change the course of Brexit. 

Last night, Theresa May, the Prime 
Minister, told Tory MPs her Govern¬ 
ment would back an amendment ta¬ 
bled by Sir Graham Brady, a senior 
backbencher, that says MPs will sup¬ 
port her deal if the backstop is swapped 
for “alternative arrangements”. 

Sir Graham’s plan, if agreed by a ma¬ 
jority of MPs, would provide Mrs May 
with evidence to take to Brussels to 
show the EU a deal is within reach if the 
bloc drops its opposition to renegotiat¬ 
ing the Withdrawal Agreement. 

However, Sir Graham’s plan will only 
be put to a vote if Mr Bercow selects it 
from a list of 12 amendments which he 
will allow to be put to a vote at 7pm. 

A senior Government source told 
The Daily Telegraph : “History will 
judge him, there’s a range of amend¬ 
ments down on both sides of the debate 
and these should be represented in the 
selection he makes. To be seen as bi¬ 
ased will damage the Speaker’s chair 
for far longer than he sits in it and 
would be quite a shameful legacy.” 

There is no limit on the number of 
amendments that Mr Bercow can se¬ 
lect to be put to a vote but there are also 
no hard and fast rules dictating which 
ones he should choose, which means 
some MPs could be left disappointed. 

Yesterday Andrew Murrison and 
John Baron, backbench Tory MPs, with¬ 
drew two amendments on the backstop 
in an attempt to make it harder for Mr 
Bercow to overlook Sir Graham’s 
amendment. However, Mr Baron has 
not withdrawn amendments calling for 
the backstop to be limited to just six 
months and allowing the UK to termi¬ 
nate the backstop unilaterally after the 
end of the transition period, potentially 


The Venezuelan crisis 
that taunts Corbyn and 
‘Poundland Lenins’ 


Sketch 



By Michael Deacon 


J eremy Corbyn has always taken a 
close interest in South American 
politics. Particularly when it 
comes to Venezuela. Back in 2015, 
shortly before he became Labour 
leader, Mr Corbyn was still hailing the 
“achievements” of the socialist regime 
there as “a cause for celebration”. 

Today, Venezuela is in despair. The 
economy has collapsed, and huge 
numbers of people are either starving 
or fleeing. Yesterday in the Commons a 
centrist Labour MP - Mike Gapes of 
Ilford South - tabled an Urgent 
Question about the crisis. Mr Gapes 
was cold with rage. Not only about the 
crisis itself, but about some of his most 
senior party colleagues. John 
McDonnell, the shadow chancellor, 
along with various other Labour 
frontbenchers and British Left¬ 
wingers (although not, interestingly, 
Mr Corbyn), had signed a joint letter to 
The Guardian, portraying the 
attempted ousting of Nicolas Maduro, 
Venezuela’s president, as a “US 
attempt at regime change”. 

“The people of Venezuela,” seethed 
Mr Gapes, “do not need the weasel 
words of a letter to The Guardian from 
assorted Stalinists, Trotskyists and 
anti-Semites, but also members of 
Labour’s front bench!” Strong words 
to use about one’s own colleagues, 
perhaps. But at least he made a 
distinction between them and the 
three preceding categories. 

Tories bayed their agreement. The 
Labour leadership’s past enthusiasm 
for Venezuelan socialism was not lost 
on them. The crisis, barked Sir 
Nicholas Soames (Con, Mid Sussex), 
had been “cheered on” by “the leader 
of the opposition, his chief lieutenant, 


and various other Poundland Lenins”. 
The most memorable outburst, 
though, came from Chris Williamson. 
Mr Williamson, a staunch supporter of 
Mr Corbyn, has a compelling claim to 
be the most fanatical Left-winger on 
the Labour benches. If you’re 
unfamiliar with his work, do keep an 
eye out. You can’t miss him. Not for 
nothing is he known, at any rate by 
me, as the Nosferatu of Derby North. 
The bone-white skin, the hairless 
skull, the merciless cheekbones, the 
eye-sockets shrouded permanently in 
darkness. Even he must give a start 
when he looks in the mirror. Assuming 
of course that there’s anything there. 

Naturally Mr Williamson pinned all 
the blame for Venezuela’s misery on 
the US. “Millions support the Maduro 
government!” he snarled, before 
launching abruptly into a rant about 
Yemen, and demanding to know 
whether Sir Alan Duncan, the Tory 
minister at the dispatch box, was 
plotting to “facilitate a humanitarian 
catastrophe” in Venezuela. Tory 


The Labour leadership’s 
past enthusiasm for 
Venezuelan socialism was 
not lost on the Tories’ 


hecklers attempted to break it to Mr 
Williamson that a catastrophe was 
already well under way. 

Sir Alan glared at Mr Williamson in 
disgust. Sir Nicholas Soames, said Sir 
Alan, had “referred to ‘Poundland 
Lenins’. I’ve just seen one who isn’t 
even worth a penny, let alone a 
pound.” 

Sitting on Labour’s front bench was 
Emily Thornberry. She expressed her 
sympathy for Venezuela, before 
adding that it was “a mistake to think 
that changing the leader will 
automatically solve every problem”. 

Maybe. But I still think Labour 
should give it a go. 



Dame 
Caroline 
Snelman 


allowing Mr Bercow to choose one of 
them over Sir Graham’s amendment. 

Brandon Lewis, the Conservative 
Party chairman, told The Telegraph he 
hoped Mr Bercow would see the Brady 
amendment as “the logical one to call” 
given MPs’ repeated concerns about 
the backstop. He added: “Predicting 
what will happen in Parliament and 
what the decision of the Speaker will 
be is not a game I am prepared to play.” 

Another Remain-supporting minis¬ 
ter admitted: “The Speaker could be a 
fly in the ointment and not call the 
amendment.” 

A Brexiteer Cabinet minister said: “It 
is essential that the Speaker protects 
the reputation of Parliament.” 

One amendment from Yvette 
Cooper, the Labour MP, would pave the 
way to forcing the Government to ex¬ 
tend Article 50 in the event that MPs 
have not agreed a Brexit deal by Feb 26. 

A further amendment tabled by 
Dominic Grieve, the former attorney 
general, would offer MPs indicative 
votes on Brexit options and a plan put 
forward by Dame Caroline Spelman, a 
former Conservative Cabinet minister, 
would reject a “no-deal” Brexit. Both 
are well supported. 

Mr Bercow’s office was approached 
for comment. Last month his spokes¬ 
man said: “Impartiality has been the 
watchword for John Bercow’s Speaker- 
ship. He is fair to all sides - both Gov¬ 
ernment and opposition - and to 
different points of view within and be¬ 
tween parties. He has never allowed 
his personal views to influence his 
chairing of debates and statements.” 

♦ Medicines would be prioritised over 
food under a no-deal Brexit, the Health 
Secretary has said. Matt Hancock said 
more than half of drugs prescribed in 
the UK originate in EU countries, as he 
insisted there was sufficient time left to 
ensure supplies were not disrupted. 

Asked whether medicines were 
more vital than food, he told MPs: “Of 
course, medicine will be prioritised.” 

He told a Commons select commit¬ 
tee the UK was far more reliant on EU 
imports for medicine than it was for 
food, but added that the pharmaceuti¬ 
cal industry was rising to the challenge 
of ensuring supplies of around 12,000 
medicines were not disrupted. 


What does it do Paves the way 
to forcing the Government to 
request an extension to Article 
50. It would lead to a draft Bill 
being debated and voted on in 
the Commons next Tuesday. 
The Bill would require the 
Government to delay Brexit if 
no deal has been agreed by MPs 
by Feb 26. 

Who supports it It has broad 
cross-party support with 
backbench Labour, 
Conservative, Lib Dem, SNP 
and Plaid Cymru MPs all 
backing it. 

Supporters include Nicky 
Morgan, Sir Oliver Letwin, 


Hilary Benn and Nick Boles. 
The scale of support for the 
amendment means it will 
almost certainly be selected by 
Mr Bercow and all of the 
opposition parties are expected 
to back it. 

Some Labour MPs who 
represent Leave-voting areas 
could vote against it, so success 
would likely come down to 
whether enough Tory MPs 
rebel to get it over the line. All 
eyes will also be on whether 
any Remain-backing Tory 
ministers abstain on the vote. 
It’s expected to be tight, but Ms 
Cooper will be hopeful. 




What does it do Rejects the 
UK leaving the EU without a 
deal. 

Who supports it The most 
popular of any amendment 
tabled, it is backed by dozens 
of MPs from across the House 
of Commons. 

The scale of support for the 
amendment means John 
Bercow, the Commons 
Speaker, will almost certainly 
select it. MPs of all stripes are 
against the UK leaving the EU 
without a deal, but the 
amendment would not be 
legally binding on 
the Government., 

■ 


Hilary Benn 


What does it do Calls for the 
Government to make time 
available in the House of 
Commons for a series of 
indicative votes on different 
Brexit options. 

Who supports it A selection of 
Labour backbench MPs and a 
few Tory Remainers. 

It does not have significant 
levels of support and is similar 
to a more popular amendment 
tabled by Dominic Grieve. 


Jeremy Corbyn 


What does it do Requires the 
Government to set aside 
“sufficient time” in the House 
of Commons to debate and 
vote on Brexit options to 
prevent the UK leaving the 
EU without a deal. 

Those options would include 
a vote on Labour’s proposed 
Brexit deal (a softer version of 
Brexit than Mrs May’s, built 
on a permanent customs 
union) and a vote on whether 
there should be a second 
referendum. 

Who supports it The 
amendment has been tabled 
by the Labour front bench 
which means Labour MPs 
will be whipped to support it. 
It is unlikely to secure the 
support of any other party. 

It will almost certainly be 
selected by Mr Bercow 
because it is the official 
Opposition amendment, but 
Tories won’t vote for it for 
obvious reasons. The SNP and 
Lib Dems are also unlikely to 
back it because it would still 
mean the UK would be on 
course to leave the EU. 


The MPs’ Brexit 




amendments 


What does it do Sets up a 
Business of the House 
Committee of MPs which 
would have the power to 
determine when Brexit 
matters are debated in the 
Commons. 

Who supports it It’s the 
Liberal Democrat’s second 
amendment so it has the 




John Baron 


support of the party’s 
11 MPs but there are big 
question marks over 
whether anyone else would 
vote for it. 

Mr Bercow is unlikely to 
select it and it has created 
virtually no buzz among MPs 
since it was first published 
last week. 


What does it do Mr Baron has 
tabled two separate amendments, 
one which would insist on the 
backstop lasting no more than six 
months, and one which would call 
for the UK to have a unilateral 
right to terminate the backstop. 
Who supports it A score of Tory 
backbench MPs support each 
one. The amendments are less 
popular than Sir Graham 
Brady’s amendment and it is 
unlikely that both would be 
selected. 
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What does it do 

Requires the 
Government to seek an 
Article 50 extension to 
allow a Citizens’ 
Assembly to be set up to 
consider and make 
recommendations on 
what should happen 
next on Brexit. 

HR Who supports it 
\ Mainly a selection 
I of Labour 

k Jf backbenchers with _ 

V I a handful of MPs 
M from other parties. 

It would not be 
f backed by either the 
Labour or Tory front 
bench and the chances 
of it being selected by 
Mr Bercow appear 
slim. 


Dominic 

Grieve 


What does it do Sets aside six 
days in the House of Commons in 
the weeks running up to Mar 29 
to debate and vote on different 
Brexit options. 

Who supports it It has broad 
cross-party support from Labour 
backbenchers and Tory 
Remainers as well as Lib Dem, 
Plaid Cymru and SNP MPs. 

The Government would vote 
against it because ministers will 
not want to cede control of Brexit 
over to the Commons but every 
opposition party would probably 
vote for it which means the Tory 
rebels could prove the difference. 
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Brexiteers angry over Government attempt to ‘dupe’ them 


Continuedfrom Page 1 
May a lifeline at the weekend by ta¬ 
bling an amendment to a Brexit motion 
today that demanded the Northern 
Irish backstop be replaced with “alter¬ 
native arrangements”. Initially it had 
widespread backing, with Government 
sources selling it as the perfect way to 
give Mrs May a mandate to return to 
Brussels to demand changes to her deal. 

But the mood in Westminster turned 
sour after Sir Graham admitted his 
amendment would not necessarily 
mean the Withdrawal Agreement be¬ 
ing reopened. Mr Rees-Mogg, leader of 
the 60-strong ERG group of Tory Euro¬ 
sceptics, responded by saying he and 
his cohorts could not back it because it 
would not force the EU to make legally- 


binding changes to the Brexit deal. 
Brexiteers angrily accused Downing 
Street of trying to dupe them into be¬ 
lieving the agreement would be reo¬ 
pened, while Number 10 was furious 
with Sir Graham for undermining the 
plan to which he had put his name. 

Mrs May last night tried to rescue the 
situation by pleading with the 1922 
Committee to back the Brady amend¬ 
ment, later letting it be known that the 
Government will whip its MPs to back 
it. During the meeting she clashed with 
Boris Johnson, the former foreign sec¬ 
retary, who had asked her, “how do you 
know the Brady amendment will mani¬ 
fest itself into meaningful change?” 

Mrs May replied: “You won’t know 
unless you support us, Boris.” Mr Rees- 


Brexit diet Study under fire 
for claiming deaths will rise 


Imperial College 
London has 
been accused of 
joining “project 
fear” after 
claiming that 
Brexit will cause 
12,400 people to 
die from heart 
attacks and 
strokes by 2030. 

A new study, 
published in the 
journal BMJ 
Open, argues 


that leaving the 
EU will push up 
the price of 
imported fruit 
and vegetables, 
leading to less 
healthy diets. 

Edgar Miller, 
of Economists 
for Free Trade, 
said scrapping 
tariffs would cut 
prices, however. 


Comment: Page 15 


Mogg said he and the ERG would defy 
the whip, and the DUP was last night 
undecided on whether it would back 
the amendment. A source feared it was a 
“trap” to enable Mrs May to say she had 
tried but failed to ditch the backstop. 

The Daily Telegraph understands 
Gavin Barwell, the Prime Minister’s 
chief of staff, later pulled Boris Johnson 
aside. Sources reported he insisted Mrs 
May was seeking to change the terms of 
the Withdrawal Agreement itself. 

There was some good news for Mrs 
May, however, as she quelled a Cabinet 
rebellion over a vote on a no-deal 
Brexit by saying that members would 
get a chance to block no deal next 
month when another “meaningful 
vote” was held on a reworked deal. 
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Sir Graham Brady 


What does it do 

Requires the backstop 
to be replaced with 
“alternative 
arrangements” to avoid 
a hard border, and says 
MPs will support the 
Withdrawal Agreement 
subject to that change. 
Who supports it It has 
been tabled by the 
leaders of the 1922 
Committee of Tory 
backbench MPs. 

The DUP is considering 
supporting it and the 
Government will whip 
its MPs to back it. 

But Tory Brexiteers 
have said they cannot 
back it after Sir Graham 
said it would not 


necessarily mean 
reopening the 
Withdrawal 
Agreement. Brexiteers 
are adamant the 
Withdrawal Agreement 
itself must be changed 
amid fears anything 
less would not carry 
enough legal force. 

The fact that Tory 
Brexiteers feel unable 
to support the 
amendment means it is 
unlikely to pass. The 
Government would 
struggle to get the 
numbers without the 
support of Jacob 
Rees-Mogg and the rest 
of the European 
Research Group. 


Labour split after McDonnell BreSiSp 
‘backs clean exit to end Tories’ freemovement 


Party divided 


By Camilla Tominey associate editor 

JEREMY CORBYN and John McDon¬ 
nell are at odds over a no-deal Brexit, 
causing friction within the Labour 
leader’s office, it has been claimed. 

While Mr Corbyn has refused to en¬ 
gage with Theresa May until the “cata¬ 
strophic” prospect of leaving without a 
deal is taken off the table, insiders say 
the shadow chancellor is “more com¬ 
fortable” with no deal “because it 
would lead to the kind of chaos that 
makes a revolution more possible”. 

A source said: “All John wants is an¬ 
other general election. Although there 
are legitimate fears Labour would be 
blamed for no Brexit, there is also the 
sense that the party could capitalise on 
the Government being plunged into 
yet another unprecedented crisis.” 

Len McCluskey’s “stranglehold” on 
Mr Corbyn’s office is also said to be 
causing tensions with Mr McDonnell. 

Emboldened by his meeting with 
Theresa May at Downing Street last 
week, the Unite boss is said to be wield¬ 
ing a great deal of power over Labour’s 
Brexit policy as the party’s biggest fi¬ 



nancial backer. “John and Len’s rela¬ 
tionship isn’t as good as it was,” said 
another Labour insider. 

“John is quite independently minded 
and is suspicious of Len’s stranglehold 
on the Labour leader’s office. There’s a 
bit of a power struggle going on.” 

It emerged as Mr McCluskey, who is 
general secretary of Unite, held talks 
with the Prime Minister last week after 
Mr Corbyn refused to engage. Speak- ^ 
ing outside No 10, Mr McCluskey re- § 
buffed calls from cross-party MPs for h 
L abour to swing behind a second EU y 
referendum and instead called for 8 
Brexit to be delayed. | 

He urged Labour MPs to support an s 
amendment tabled by Yvette Cooper, =1 
which would extend Article 50 if a no- m 
deal Brexit looked imminent. 

It is thought the Labour leader’s of¬ 
fice has been split over supporting the 
amendment because it has been tabled 
by a “Brownite who is seeking to bran¬ 
dish her own leadership credentials”. 

A Labour MP said: “It doesn’t make 
Corbyn look particularly good to have 
Yvette outmanoeuvring the Govern¬ 
ment on Labour’s behalf.” 

Parliamentarians remain uncon¬ 
vinced that the Cooper amendment 
will get enough votes to pass if it is se¬ 



Theresa May, seen 
at an RSPB Great 
Garden Bird 
Watch event in 
Maidenhead, held a 
meeting with Len 
McCluskey, the 
Unite boss, that is 
thought to have 
added to divisions 
within Labour 


lected for debate today by John Ber- 
cow, the Speaker. 

A source close to Ms Cooper con¬ 
ceded: “No one is counting their chick¬ 
ens at the moment.” 

Describing Mr McCluskey as “a 
closet Brexiteer in the twilight of his 
career”, the insider added: “The feeling 
among the Cooper supporters is that 
delaying Brexit is a price worth paying 
if it means not destroying the country. 
It’s worth the electoral pain.” 


Migration 


By Charles Hymas 

HOME AFFAIRS EDITOR 

EU CITIZENS arriving in the UK after 
March 29 must apply for visas to re¬ 
main in the event of a no-deal Brexit, 
Sajid Javid has announced. 

In a move designed to end free 
movement if there is no deal, the Home 
Secretary said EU citizens coming to 
the UK after March would have to ap¬ 
ply for temporary leave to remain if 
they wished to visit, live or study for 
longer than three months in the UK. 

This would entitle them to stay for a 
further three years before having to ap¬ 
ply through a new post-Brexit immi¬ 
gration system from 2021. This scraps 
the cap on skilled migrants but places 
restrictions on low-skilled workers. 

If there is a Brexit deal, EU freedom 
of movement will continue through 
the transition period and EU citizens 
will be able to apply for settlement sta¬ 
tus in the UK up until June 2021. 

At the second reading of the Bill cre¬ 
ating a post-Brexit system, he said: “If 
we leave the EU without a deal we will 
continue to deliver on the referendum 
result and end free movement once 
and for all.” 




k Vince Cable 


%) What does it do Tells the 
: X\ Government to rule out a 
vKj no-deal Brexit and prepare 
H| for a so-called “People’s 
Vote” with the option to 

■ remain in the EU on the 

■ ballot paper. 

I Who supports it It is the 
I official Liberal Democrat 
I amendment and is backed by 
I the party’s 11 MPs. It is hard 
I to see any other party voting 
I for it except perhaps the 
I SNP. It might not be selected 
I by Mr Bercow given the fact 
I it only has a small backing. 

I The vast majority of Tory 
I MPs would vote against it 

■ and most Labour MPs would 
I likely abstain. 


Rachel 


Reeves 


What does it d Requires 
Theresa May to seek an 
extension to Article 50 if no 
deal has been agreed by MPs 
by February 26. 

Who supports it Dozens of 
Labour backbenchers, a 
handful of SNP MPs and a 
selection of Tory rebels. 

Some Lib Dem, Green and 
Plaid Cymru MPs too. 

It is unclear whether it will be 
put to a vote because it is 
similar to the more popular 
and legally binding plan 
tabled by Ms Cooper. 


Groundhog Day EU won’t budge on backstop 


Michel Barnier’s 
deputy 

negotiator has 
definitively 
ruled out any 
renegotiation of 
the Irish 
backstop, even if 
MPs vote for 
“Groundhog 
Day” 

amendments 
changing the 
controversial 
insurance policy 
in tomorrow’s 
vote. 

Sabine 

Weyand said at 
an event in 


Brussels: “This 
has been 
extensively 
discussed at the 
negotiating 
table amongst 
the EU27. They 
were 

unanimous, a 
time limit to the 
backstop defeats 
the purpose of 
the backstop.” 

The senior EU 
official added: 

“It feels like 
Groundhog Day. 
There’s no 
negotiation 
between the UK 


and EU - that’s 
finished.” 

Ms Weyand 
said that the 
backstop had 
already been 
renegotiated as 
the EU’s opening 
gambit was that 
it would only 
apply in 
Northern 
Ireland. It was 
extended to the 
whole UK to 
head off fears 
that Northern 
Ireland could be 
annexed. 

James Crisp 


“Getting new depots 
up and running should 
take hours, not days.” 



David Cox - MD Explore Transport 
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News 


‘Unethical’ royal teddies 
withdrawn from shops 
after outcry by activists 


Royal Collection makes 
about-turn over <£125 
mohair bears amid claims 
of cruelty to kid goats 

By Katie Morley 

CONSUMER AFFAIRS EDITOR 

ANIMAL rights campaigners have 
succeeded in halting the sale of mohair 
teddy bears at Royal Collection shops. 

The Royal Collection Trust con¬ 
firmed it was no longer selling items 
made from goat hair in a letter to the 
People for the Ethical Treatment of 
Animals (Peta). 

It comes after a £125 mohair Christ¬ 
mas teddy bear was criticised by Peta 
as it highlighted the plight of angora 
goats “left bloody and terrified” after 
being shorn. 

At the time, Peta wrote to the Prince 
of Wales, chairman of the charitable 
trust, asking him to withdraw the “un¬ 
ethical” teddies from the royal website 


and shops. Marketed as Baby’s First 
Christmas Bear, the toy was made from 
South African mohair and produced by 
Merrythought, the last remaining Brit¬ 
ish teddy-making company. 

The trust initially defended its use of 
mohair, claiming it had come from a 
reputable merchant, but it backed 
down several weeks later. In the letter 
to Peta, it wrote: “Our shops are no 
longer selling teddy bears or any other 
items that have been manufactured 
from mohair. We will explore alterna¬ 
tive sources for future products.” 

Yvonne Taylor, Peta’s director of cor¬ 
porate projects, said: “The Royal Col¬ 
lection Trust’s decision to stop selling 
mohair is a tremendous act of kindness 
towards gentle goats. No children’s toy 
should be made with the hair of goat 
kids, which are left bloody and terrified 
after they’re held down and shorn. 

“Peta urges shoppers to read labels 
carefully to ensure their purchases 
don’t support cruelty to animals.” 

Following Peta Asia’s investigation 
into South Africa’s mohair industry, the 


country’s Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty Towards Animals filed charges 
against four angora goat farmers. 

The trust joins a list of hundreds of 
retailers - including Aquascutum, The 
White Company and Marks & Spencer 
- in agreeing to end the use of mohair 
in their products. Critics claim the way 
the hair is removed from the goats 
causes animals distress, no matter how 
they are reared. 

♦ Staff at Kensington Palace are mod¬ 
erating hundreds of thousands of sexist 
and racist online comments aimed at 
the Duchess of Cambridge and the 
Duchess of Sussex. 

Violent threats have been made to¬ 
wards the two women across social me¬ 
dia channels. Neither of the Duchesses 
have social media accounts, with 
Meghan famously closing her Insta- 
gram account before her marriage to 
Prince Harry. 

A palace source told Hello!: “Over the 
course of last year, with hundreds of 
thousands of comments, there were 
two or three that were violent threats.” 



Heir down there 
The Prince of 
Wales visits a 
wartime air raid 
shelter at Drapers’ 
Hall in Coventry, 
before the building 
is transformed into 
a £5.5million 
music venue. 
Charles was shown 
plans to turn the 
Regency-style hall, 
which was left 
empty for more 
than 20 years, into 
a performance 
space for classical 
music and an 
education centre 
for the city’s young 
musicians. The 
Prince’s Foundation 
is managing the 
project, along with 
several other 
community 
regeneration 
schemes across the 
UK, to mark the 
Duke of Cornwall’s 
70th birthday. 
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Duke to spend 
Valentine’s Day 
in Arctic Circle 


By Hannah Furness 

ROYAL CORRESPONDENT 


THE Duke of Sussex is to fly 
to the Arctic Circle to join 
Royal Marines who are being 
trained to survive and fight 
in the extreme cold, as he 
becomes the first member 
of the Royal family to be in¬ 
volved in an annual exercise 
designed to protect against 
Russian invasion. 

The Duke will spend 
Valentine’s Day with British 
troops in northern Norway 
as part of Exercise Clock¬ 
work, a 50-year-old winter 
training exercise based in 
one of the world’s most de¬ 
manding environments. 

Set 200 miles (322km) in¬ 
side the Arctic Circle, more 
than 16,000 Royal Marines 
and Royal Navy sailors and 
airmen have taken part since 
1969. 

The Duke’s visit marks the 
50th anniversary of 
Commando Helicopter 
Force and Joint Helicopter 
Command deploying to 
Bardufoss in Norway. 

He will not take part in the 
exercise, sources have said, 
but will observe military 
personnel learning how to 
survive, operate and fight in 
extreme cold weather and 
mountainous environments. 

The multinational exer¬ 
cise, hosted by the Norwe¬ 


gian Armed Forces, 
comprises environmental 
flying qualifications, cold 
weather survival, tent group 
commander and snow and 
ice driving courses. 

The Duke, in his role as 
Captain General Royal 
Marines, will fly to the Air 
Station in Bardufoss on Feb 
14 to meet military personnel 
living and training across six 
months of the year on the 
base. 

He will also see field tents, 
snow vehicles and a Quincey 
Shelter: a makeshift shelter 
built of snow in which the 
elite forces are able to camp. 

It will be the Duke and 
Duchess’s first Valentine’s 
Day as a married couple, and 
their last before the arrival of 
their baby due in late April. 

Prince Harry was 
appointed Captain General 
Royal Marines in December 
2017, taking over the role 
from his grandfather, the 
Duke of Edinburgh, who 
held the appointment for 64 
years. 

He already has experience 
of colder climates, facing 
temperatures as low as -35C 
(-31F) on charity expeditions, 
taking part in treks to the 
North Pole in 2011 and South 
Pole in 2013 with Walking 
With The Wounded, a 
charity helping veterans re¬ 
integrate back into society. 


Windsor Castle to get 
terror ‘ring of steel’ 


WINDSOR Castle is to be 
protected from terror 
attacks by a permanent “ring 
of steel”. 

The Berkshire town will 
see barriers costing more 
than /I million installed, 
after temporary barriers 
were erected in March 2017 
in response to the Westmin¬ 
ster terror attacks. Security 
was also stepped up last year 
for the two Royal weddings 
at Windsor Castle. 

Supt Colin Hudson, of 
Thames Valley Police, said: 
“We want people who live, 
work and visit Windsor to 
feel safe, and these measures 


will help ensure that this is 
the case.” 

Phill Bicknell, a Wind¬ 
sor and Maidenhead coun¬ 
cil cabinet member, said: 
“Keeping our residents safe 
is a top priority and these 
measures have been de¬ 
signed to ensure the safety of 
residents and those visiting 
Windsor, while maintaining 
Windsor’s unique heritage.” 

The barriers will be 
installed in the summer, 
with the Royal Borough of 
Windsor putting in funding 
of £942,000 and Thames 
Valley Police contributing 
£250,000. 
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News 


Clegg: Facebook saves thousands from suicide 


Company’s vice-president 
defends its record after 
father’s claim Instagram 
‘helped to kill’ teenager 

By Mike Wright social media 
correspondent and James Cook 

SIR NICK CLEGG has defended Insta- 
gram and Facebook over self-harm im¬ 
ages as he claimed the sites were saving 
people from suicide. 

The former deputy prime minister 
admitted he would not allow his own 


children to look at some of the disturb¬ 
ing images found on the social net¬ 
works but insisted Facebook was 
prepared to do “whatever it takes” to 
make its platforms safer. 

Sir Nick, who recently joined Mark 
Zuckerberg’s company as vice-presi¬ 
dent of global affairs and communica¬ 
tions, also said it was “not sustainable” 
for social media companies to carry on 
without new government regulation. 

He made the comments after Ian 
Russell accused Instagram of “helping 
to kill” his 14-year-old daughter, Molly, 
who took her own life in 2017. 

Mr Russell found Molly, who had 


showed “no obvious signs” of mental 
illness, had been viewing images relat¬ 
ing to depression and suicide on Insta¬ 
gram, which is owned by Facebook. 

In an interview with the BBC yester¬ 
day, Sir Nick said Facebook had saved 
the lives of thousands of suicidal users 
by flagging up their posts to mental 
health services. 

The father of three said: “Over the 
last year 3,500 people who were dis¬ 
playing behaviour liable to lead to the 
taking of their own lives on Facebook 
were saved by early responders. 

“We will do whatever it takes in or¬ 
der to make this environment safer on¬ 


line particularly for youngsters.” Over 
the weekend Matt Hancock, the Health 
Secretary, wrote to companies includ¬ 
ing Facebook, Google and Twitter say¬ 
ing he was “appalled” at how easy it 
was to find content on suicide. He later 
suggested that Parliament could “ban” 
social media companies that did not 
purge their sites of harmful material. 

The Government is drawing up a 
White Paper which is expected to im¬ 
pose new regulations on tech compa¬ 
nies. The Daily Telegraph has been 
campaigning for social media firms to 
be subject to a statutory duty of care to 
protect children online. Sir Nick agreed 


that the Government should set new 
rules for tech companies. “Frankly, one 
of the reasons that I wanted to join [Fa¬ 
cebook] was because I don’t think it’s 
sustainable for tech companies to just 
say no we don’t like any regulation,” he 
said. 

“Governments have a real role in set¬ 
ting the new rules, setting the tram¬ 
lines, the boundaries for the internet.” 

However, the 52-year-old former 
leader of the Liberal Democrats also 
warned that people “don’t want an in¬ 
ternet where it’s all too controlled and 
you can’t express yourself freely”. 

Meanwhile, his first intervention for 


Facebook was derided by Damian Col¬ 
lins, a senior Conservative MP. The 
chairman of the digital, culture, media 
and sport committee, which has inves¬ 
tigated Facebook over disinformation, 
tweeted: “Nick Clegg has clearly al¬ 
ready drunk the Facebook kool-aid. 

“He speaks about the ‘serious legal 
and ethical obligations’ that Facebook 
has. It’s a shame that Facebook has 
failed to meet these time and time 
again. This is all too little, too late.” 

Sir Nick also agreed that Facebook 
should pay more tax in the UK, where it 
faced a corporate levy of £15.8million 
in 2017 despite profits of £1.26billion. 



Holy grail of 
Bowie footage 
found with ‘lost’ 
Ziggy TV debut 


footage is being restored and Francis 
Whately, a film-maker who has al¬ 
ready produced two Bowie documen¬ 
taries, hopes to include it in David 
Bowie: Finding Fame, a BBC docu¬ 
mentary due for broadcast next 
month. “For fans, it is something of a 
holy grail,” he told Radio Times. “It 
would fall apart if we played it, so it’s 
had to be very carefully restored. It 
will be a real coup if it comes off.” 


David Bowie as 
Ziggy Stardust with 
the Spiders From 
Mars, and left with 
Mick Ronson, on 
Lift Off with Ayshea 
in 1972. Footage of 
the show has been 
unearthed after 
nearly 50 years 


By Anita Singh 

ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR 

DAVID BOWIE’s appearance as Ziggy 
Stardust on Top of the Pops in July 1972 
is regarded as a seminal moment in 
music history. 

But few people remember that 
Bowie actually made his television de¬ 
but as Ziggy a month earlier, singing 
Starman on an ITV teatime show called 


Lift Off with Ayshea. The 
performance was believed 
lost when the tapes were 
accidentally wiped. 

Almost half a century 
on, a recording has been 
unearthed after a mem¬ 
ber of the public said 
they had captured it on 
computer tape, a fore¬ 
runner of VHS. The 


Screen addict 
children 
struggle to tie 
their shoelaces 


By Henry Bodkin 

HEALTH CORRESPONDENT 

SCREEN addiction is causing young 
children to lose delicate coordination 
skills such as those needed to tie their 
shoelaces, research suggests. 

A study of 2,400 children found that 
more screen time was linked to lower 
scores in “milestone” tests of coordina¬ 
tion, as well as communication, prob¬ 
lem-solving and social skills. 

The amount of time two and three- 
year-olds devoted to screen-gazing had 
a negative effect on their performance 
at three and five. 

Scientists behind the study said that 
staring at screens may be causing chil¬ 
dren to miss out on the chance to prac¬ 
tise physical and intellectual skills. 

By the time they start school, a quar¬ 
ter of children show some degree of 
deficient or delayed development in 
language, communication, motor skills 
and “socio-emotional health”, the re¬ 
searchers said. 

To investigate the possible link be¬ 
tween screen time and developmental 
delays, the team at Calgary University 
in Canada used a standard milestone 
screening measure that involved ques¬ 
tioning parents about their children’s 
abilities. 

Higher levels of screen time at two 
and three years old turned out to be 
“significantly associated” with poorer 
test results at three and five years old. 

Dr Dillon Browne, a child psycholo¬ 
gist, said: “The more screen time these 
children have, the less likely they are 
developing their fine motor skills 
through playing with toys, dressing 
dolls, doing art and things like that.” 

British experts said more research 
was needed but agreed that parents 
should be encouraged to promote 
healthy interactive behaviour in their 
children. 

Dr Bernadka Dubicka, from the 
Royal College of Psychiatrists, said: 
“This is the first study to show that in¬ 
creased use of screen time in very 
young children can be associated with 
slower development. 

“Parents should actively encourage 
their children to engage in a range of 
activities which promote development 
and give them as much face-to-face 
time as possible. Parents should also be 
aware of how much time they spend on 
screens in front of their children.” 


Fortnite removes ‘blind loot 
boxes’ after gambling fears 


By Tom Hoggins and Mike Wright 

THE makers of online video game Fort¬ 
nite have bowed to pressure by getting 
rid of “blind loot boxes”, amid sugges¬ 
tions they lure children into gambling. 

Epic Games, the creator of Fortnite, 
which is rated suitable for children 
aged 12 and above, said it would now let 
players see what was in the randomised 
packs of virtual items before they 
bought them. 

Loot boxes, which are not consid¬ 
ered gambling in the UK, appear in a 
number of games and have been de¬ 
scribed as “gambling-like” by the char¬ 
ity GambleAware. 

The move was welcomed by 
GambleAware and also the UK’s Gam¬ 
bling Commission, which had previ¬ 
ously warned that loot boxes risked 


“blurring the lines” between video 
games and gambling. 

Brad Enright, the Gambling Com¬ 
mission programme director, said: 
“Fortnite’ s reported decision demon¬ 
strates that sensible steps can be taken 
by the games industry to address the 
concern about loot boxes as a form of 
gambling.” 

Jane Rigbye, the director of educa¬ 
tion at GambleAware, added: “We wel¬ 
come Epic Games taking this initial 
step with Fortnite” 

Fortnite loot boxes - called V-Buck 
Llamas - allowed players to purchase 
brightly coloured pinatas that can be 
cracked open to find a random selec¬ 
tion of in-game items. 

Epic Games said new X-Ray Llamas 
would let players preview what items 
they contained. 



Who’s that girl? 
Annie Lennox is 
embracing fashion 
in her 60s, saying: 
“Women of my age 
don’t have to 
become invisible.” 
The full interview 
is in the March 
issue of Good 
Housekeeping, 
on sale tomorrow. 



Teenager studying childcare 
abused girls as young as two 


By Jack Hardy 

A TEENAGER believed to be one of 
Britain’s youngest paedophiles has 
been jailed for sexually abusing girls as 
young as two. 

Sophie Elms, 18, filmed the abuse she 
committed on two preschool-aged chil¬ 
dren and sent it to another predator. 

She also took indecent photographs 
of a third girl and downloaded other 
indecent images from the internet, 
Swindon Crown Court heard. 

Elms, a childcare student at Swindon 
College, was arrested after police traced 
images discovered on a convicted sex 
offender’s mobile phone back to her. 

Hannah Squire, prosecuting, said 
Elms committed most of the offences 
when she was 17, although the offend¬ 
ing began when she was 16. “It is not 


possible to be certain of the date Sophie 
Elms began contact with David 
Geering, a known child sex offender, 
who is now serving a sentence of 15 
years which was imposed in November 
2018,” she said. 

What started as innocuous photos of 
children soon escalated to increasingly 
explicit images. At a previous hearing, 
Elms, of Station Road, Royal Wootton 
Bassett, Wilts, pleaded guilty to two 
charges of sexual assault by penetra¬ 
tion, two of sexual assault by touching, 
four of taking indecent images, six of 
distributing incident images and two of 
possessing extreme pornography. 

Judge Jason Taylor QC gave her 
seven years and 10 months in deten¬ 
tion, placed her on the sex offenders 
register indefinitely and made her sub¬ 
ject of a sexual harm prevention order. 
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Shoreham survivors tell of fireball horror 


Witnesses injured in air 
crash recall ‘burning up’ as 
vintage plane came down 
near main road, killing 11 

5y Jack Hardy 

SURVIVORS of the Shoreham air crash 
yesterday described the moment the 
blast engulfed them as they watched 
the display from the roadside. 

The Old Bailey heard a string of 
harrowing accounts from those closest 
to the explosion, including a driver 


who jumped from a moving car, a cy¬ 
clist who thought he was about to be 
“consumed by burning oil” and a father 
thrown off his feet into a child’s buggy. 

Pilot Andrew Hill, 54, is accused of 
manslaughter after his vintage fighter 
jet crashed near the A27 in West Sussex 
during a botched stunt in August 2015, 
killing 11 people. 

Paul Snellgrove had been watching 
the show with his family, including his 
granddaughter, who was in a buggy, 
when the Hawker Hunter jet began its 
doomed loop-the-loop. 

At first he thought it was going to do 
an “impressive manoeuvre” but then 


noticed it was going slow and low, the 
court heard. He described being 
thrown over the buggy with the force 
of the blast. 

“I started to feel a burning sensation 
down my face,” he said. “I was in 
absolute agony. My daughter said ‘Dad, 
your face and ears are gone’. I shouted 
‘Run’. Everyone that I had seen before 
the crash had gone. I don’t know what 
happened to them.” 

He said he was on the point of 
passing out but was told to stay awake 
before he was treated at the scene. 

“I was in a real state and people 
asked me what happened. I just wanted 


to be reunited with my family,” he 
added. Another survivor, software 
engineer Thomas Milburn, from 
Worthing, had cycled to Shoreham and 
was taking pictures near the road. 

He told jurors: “I thought it was go¬ 
ing to hit me. From my sitting position 
I immediately lay down, put my head in 
my hands and closed my eyes. 

“I heard an explosion. I felt a wave of 
pressure coming towards me. Through 
my eyelids I saw a bright orange light. I 
felt extreme heat through my skin. I re¬ 
ally thought I was going to die. I 
thought I would be consumed by burn¬ 
ing fuel. I realised I had been engulfed 


or partially engulfed by a fireball. Eve¬ 
rything around me was silent.” 

He ran to safety and was later treated 
for burns to his arms, legs and back. 

Retired Peter Reed leapt from his 
burning car while it was still moving to 
escape the carnage. He said he began to 
panic when he heard a “massive bang”. 

“I had the strong impression that my 
vehicle was on fire and it was going to 
explode,” he said. 

“I decided I needed to get out of my 
still-moving vehicle. I leapt out of my 
car. I saw my car continuing along the 
road, finally coming to a stop. 

“I felt my arms were hot where I had 


been burnt but otherwise I felt un¬ 
scathed.” Since the crash, Mr Reed said 
he had suffered flashbacks and had dif¬ 
ficulty sleeping. 

The jury was later shown footage of 
the Hunter attempting the loop-the- 
loop stunt. The plane came down and 
disappeared from view before flames 
flared over the line of trees. 

Moments before the crash a com¬ 
mentator was heard saying: “That’s 
such a beautiful airplane.” 

Hill, of Sandon, Buntingford, Hert¬ 
fordshire, denies 11 charges of man¬ 
slaughter by gross negligence. 

The trial continues. 


Leonardo’s 
secrets exposed 
after 20-year 
investigation 


By Hannah Furness 

ARTS CORRESPONDENT 

THE Royal Collection has unveiled the 
results of a 20-year project to discover 
the secret working life of Leonardo da 
Vinci, as experts use cutting-edge 
technology to learn more about his 
artistic process. 

Alan Donnithorne, former head of 
paper conservation at the Royal 
Collection Trust, has spent two 
decades examining 80 of Leonardo’s 
drawings, applying microscopy, ultra- 
violet imaging, infrared reflectography 
(IRR) and X-ray fluorescence to 
discover the never-before-seen 
secrets behind the works the public 
know and love. 

In one ink drawing, Studies for the 
Head of Leda, c.1505-08, the artist is 



New technology 
shows that 
Leonardo's 'A Man 
Tricked by Gypsies' 
was drawn without 
any draft sketches 


shown to have changed Leda’s pose 
from his first attempts to the final 
work, with the original black chalk 
attempts now visible thanks to IRR. 

The same imaging technology 
showed that Leonardo’s A Man Tricked 
by Gypsies, c.1493, was drawn with 
“complete fluidity”, with no draft 
versions visible. 

The drawing of The Cardiovascular 
System and Principal Organs of a 
Woman, c.1509-10, shows a remarkably 
complete version of Leonardo’s finger¬ 
print, suggesting he picked up the 
finished work with ink-stained fin¬ 
gers. 

Experts also identified a “wide 
range of paper types unusual for the 
time” which included miscellaneous 
fragments of wood chips, hair, wool 
and insect parts, possibly sweepings 
from the mill floor. 

The findings appear in a new book, 
Leonardo da Vinci: A Closer Look, 
which is to be published on Feb 7 to 
coincide with the opening of 12 
simultaneous UK exhibitions of 
Leonardo’s drawings from the Royal 
Collection to mark the 500th 
anniversary of the artist’s death. 



Heavy weather A duck slips on a frozen pond as Britain braces for several days of wintry conditions. The Met Office says u{ 
to 10cm of snow could settle this week, with snow storms sweeping the country from today. Weather: Page 2t 






Victim’s family 
launches civil 
action against 
speedboat killer 


By Victoria Ward 

THE father of the victim of a fatal 
speedboat crash has taken out a civil 
claim against his daughter’s killer. 

Graham Brown, 55, revealed he had 
lodged a civil action against Jack 
Shepherd in the months after Charlotte 
Brown, 24, died after being flung from 
his boat in an accident on the Thames. 

At the time, it was not clear whether 
there would be a criminal case, as it 
took the CPS almost two years to charge 
Shepherd, 31, with manslaughter by 
gross negligence. 

The action was put on hold pending 
the criminal trial, which went ahead in 
Shepherd’s absence after he went on 
the run, but is now going through. 

Mr Brown said the claim was for 
£11,000, the maximum available in 

7 don’t expect to see a penny 
but ... 7 was determined to 
do it just to make his life a 
little bit harder’ 

such a case, which would only “just 
about cover Charlotte’s funeral cost”. 

But he said he was not doing it for 
the money. “I don’t expect to see a 
penny, but it should ensure some 
county court judgments against him. 

“I was determined to do it just to 
make his life a little bit harder,” he said. 

Shepherd fled to Georgia last March 
and lived there for 10 months before 
handing himself in to police last week. 
His lawyers have vowed to fight 
extradition, claiming his life could be 
in danger in a British prison if he 
returned to serve his six-year sentence. 

Shepherd’s finances are being inves¬ 
tigated after it emerged he was paying 
his Georgian legal team fees of up to 
£15,000 and took out loans totalling 
£50,000 before going on the run. He 
could be forced to pay back more than 
£30,000 in legal aid if found to have 
moved assets to avoid detection. 

Shepherd is being held in a cell with 
two other inmates and “feels safe and 
well”, his lawyer said. 

He is understood to have written an 
open letter explaining his version of 
the night Miss Brown lost her life. He 
has complained that the jurors who 
convicted him did not hear his side of 
the story because he absconded. 
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Driver who killed four 
in police chase sneered 
he would do it all again 


By Victoria Ward 

A JUDGE has urged Parliament to intro¬ 
duce tougher sentences for people who 
cause multiple deaths by dangerous 
driving as he jailed two brothers who 
killed four people in a high-speed chase. 

Judge Jeremy Richardson QC, 
Recorder of Sheffield, said he was frus¬ 
trated that he could not deliver longer 
sentences for what he described as one 
of the worst examples of dangerous 
driving it had been his misfortune to 
consider. He said: “It was both chilling 
and breathtaking in its horror.” 

Elliott Bower, 19, was jailed for 11 
years and six months for careering into 
a people carrier at 79mph after hurtling 
through the streets in a stolen car and 
taunting police on social media. 

He was told he would have been 
given the maximum 14 years had he not 
pleaded guilty. His brother Declan 
Bower, 23, and passenger Mason Car- 
tledge, now 18, were each sentenced to 
seven years and 10 months for their in¬ 
volvement in the crash that killed a fa¬ 
ther, his baby son and a married couple. 

Judge Richardson said he would send 
his sentencing remarks to the Secretary 
of State for Transport. While it was not 
for him to suggest changes in the law, 
he said, it may be worth considering 
that in “exceptional, serious” cases 
involving multiple deaths, judges 
should be able to go beyond the current 
maximum sentence of 14 years in prison. 

The Ministry of Justice vowed in 
2017 to implement tougher sentences 
for killer drivers by raising the maxi- 



Elliott Bower, far right, and brother Declan, 
were involved in the crash that killed Adnan 
Ashraf Jarral and his baby boy, above 

mum sentence to life. A spokesman 
said last night: “We will do this as soon 
as parliamentary time allows.” 

Doncaster Crown Court heard the 
Bower brothers were wanted by police 
at the time of the crash and had earlier 
posted a picture of themselves on so¬ 
cial media with the caption “f— da po¬ 
lice”. It showed the brothers “grinning 
inanely”, with Elliott Bower holding up 
his middle finger. It was described by 
prosecutor Richard Wright QC as a “de¬ 
liberate and gratuitous taunt” to police. 

On the evening of the crash, he drove 


a stolen VW Golf through built-up ar¬ 
eas of Sheffield at more than lOOmph. 
He led a marked police vehicle on a 
five-minute chase for six miles in dark 
and wet conditions, driving on the 
wrong side of the road, on a blind bend, 
and the wrong way around a rounda¬ 
bout. Video footage from the police car 
showed it struggling to keep up. 

The chase ended when the Golf 
ploughed into a Volkswagen Touran 
containing members of two families 
who were just yards from arriving 
home. 

Driver Adnan Ashraf Jarral, 35, died 
alongside his 16-month-old son, 
Muhammed Usman Bin Adnan, and a 
married couple, Vlasta Dunova, 41, and 
Miroslav Duna, 50. The three survivors 
- Mr Jarral’s wife Erica Kroscenova, Ms 
Dunova and Mr Duna’s 22-year-old 
daughter Nikola Dunova and her three- 
year-old daughter Livia Matova - were 
all seriously injured. 

After the crash, Elliott Bower told 
arresting officers: “You can remand me 
if you like, I’ll get out and I’ll do bang 
the same thing again and you lot will 
have to chase me.” 

Judge Richardson told the defend¬ 
ants: “Each one of you thinks of himself 
as a local villain who enjoys committing 
crime. Two of you, the Bower brothers, g 
both enjoy taunting the police. ^ 

“In truth, you are nothing more than | 
a somewhat miserably inadequate ^ 
group of deeply malevolent local 5 
criminals. You have visited a catastro- < 
phe of the highest magnitude on two 1 
families.” P 



Student ‘broke his neck wrestling teacher’ 


Pc tells of suicidal thoughts over probe wait 


By Jack Hardy 

A STUDENT claims he was left with a 
broken neck after allegedly being 
forced to take part in a “wrestling 
match” against his teacher. 

Imaam Usman, 18, needed to have a 
metal plate put into his neck after the 
staff member - said to be twice his size 
- fell on him during the tussle. 

Bradford College has launched an 
investigation into the incident, which 


Scans showed 
Imaam Usman, 

18, had a broken 
vertebra. He had 
surgery last week to 
insert a metal plate 


happened on Dec 7 during a class for a 
BTEC diploma in public services. 

The teacher was said to have wanted 


to demonstrate the key skills that Mr 
Usman, who weighs 8 st, would need to 
fulfil his ambition of becoming a police 
officer. It is understood the allegation 
that Mr Usman was forced to take part 
in the activity is disputed by others, 
with the circumstances of the injury a 
focus of the school’s investigation. 

A spokesman for Bradford College 
said: “The safety of students and staff is 
paramount and any incidents are 
treated with the utmost seriousness.” 


By Daily Telegraph Reporter 

A POLICE officer who was suspended 
for more than three years has revealed 
she tried to take her own life due to the 
stress of waiting for her misconduct 
hearing. 

Rachel Short was removed from her 
duties at Devon and Cornwall Police in 
2014 when she embarked on an “inti¬ 
mate” relationship with a man being 
investigated for drugs offences. The 


former acting detective sergeant had to 
wait three years and 136 days for mis¬ 
conduct proceedings to be concluded 
as a panel found she had breached the 
force’s standards of professional behav¬ 
iour. She is appealing against the deci¬ 
sion. 

Ms Short, who joined the force in 
2004, resigned before the hearing and 
said the trauma of being kept waiting 
to answer the allegations against her 
led to an attempt to take her own life. 


Devon and Cornwall Police said mis¬ 
conduct cases had to be thoroughly in¬ 
vestigated and welfare support was 
provided. It said the case was delayed 
by issues outside of its control. 

The Home Office said it was working 
“to ensure a more effective, timely and 
fairer hearing process” in misconduct 
cases. The Police Federation said there 
was “no other field of work” where the 
threat of losing their job could hang 
over employees for so long. 
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News 


Low blood pressure cuts risk of dementia 


Change of lifestyle and 
intensive treatment 
reduces chance of mild 
memory issues by a fifth 

By Laura Donnelly health editor 

LOWERING blood pressure could cut 
risk factors for Alzheimer’s disease by a 
fifth, landmark research suggests. 

The study of more than 9,000 people 
found that when blood pressure was 
cut well below the levels normally rec¬ 
ommended, the chance of suffering 
memory problems was reduced. 
Researchers said it was the first time 


that a single intervention has been 
shown to lower the chance of mild cog¬ 
nitive impairment (MCI) - a condition 
that often leads to dementia. 

Participants who reduced their 
blood pressure to a top reading of 120 - 
instead of 140 - were 19 per cent less 
likely to develop MCI, the study found. 

They also had fewer signs of damage 
on brain scans - and there were fewer 
cases of dementia. 

Last year, US authorities changed 
the definition of hypertension from 
140mmHg to 130mmHg - making mil¬ 
lions more people eligible for drugs to 
combat the problem. 

The National Institute for Health and 
Care Excellence, England’s health 


watchdog, will announce whether it 
will follow later this year. 

Such changes could mean half of 
adults would be recommended to take 
medication. 

High blood pressure affects more 
than half of people aged over 50 and 
more than three quarters of over-65s. 
By the age of 80, around one in six peo¬ 
ple will develop dementia. 

Prof Jeff Williamson, the lead inves¬ 
tigator and a gerontologist at Wake 
Forest School of Medicine in Winston- 
Salem, North Carolina, said: “We found 
just three years of lowering blood pres¬ 
sure not only dramatically helped the 
heart but also helped the brain.” 

Lenore J. Launer, the co-author of 


19pc 

The percentage less likely you are to 
develop mild cognitive impairment by 
reducing your blood pressure to 120mmHg 


the study, said: “This is a landmark 
study in that it is the first trial of its size 
and scope to look at a modifiable risk 
factor for dementia and MCI.” 

The study, published in JAMA, in¬ 
volved 9,361 volunteers diagnosed 
with hypertension. They were chosen 
at random to achieve a systolic blood 
pressure goal of either less than 


120mmHg or 140mmHg through a 
combination of drugs and lifestyle 
changes. 

The study found that the chance of 
dementia was 15 per cent lower among 
the group with low pressure. However, 
numbers with dementia were small in 
both groups, and researchers said this 
result did not show statistical signifi¬ 
cance. The study was stopped early due 
to the success of the trial in reducing 
cardiovascular disease. 

As a result, participants were on in¬ 
tensive blood pressure lowering treat¬ 
ment for a shorter period than 
originally planned. 

This may have made it difficult to ac¬ 
curately determine the role of inten¬ 


sive blood-pressure control on cases of 
dementia, given it takes longer to de¬ 
velop, researchers said. 

A follow-up study will track the pa¬ 
tients for two more years, in the hope 
that a definitive link between dementia 
and blood pressure can be established. 

Dr Rosa Sancho, the head of research 
at Alzheimer’s Research UK, said: “We 
know having high blood pressure is a 
risk factor for dementia as well as other 
health conditions and that controlling 
it can have wide-ranging benefits. 

“This study suggests that treating 
high blood pressure intensively to 
maintain it in the ideal, healthy range, 
may help to reduce the risk of mild 
memory and thinking problems.” 


Risk of pothole 
damage to 
cars doubles 
in a decade 


By Katie Morley 

CONSUMER AFFAIRS EDITOR 

DRIVERS are almost three times more 
likely to suffer pothole damage to their 
vehicle than they were a decade ago, 
research has found. 

The RAC said its patrols received 
1,714 call-outs between October and 
December for problems usually caused 
by road defects, such as damaged shock 
absorbers, broken suspension springs 
and distorted wheels. 

Pothole-type damage represented 
0.8 per cent of all RAC breakdown re¬ 
ports in that period, which is the lowest 
amount for the final three months of 
any year since 2013. 

However, the firm warned that the 
chance of a vehicle suffering pothole 
damage was still two and a half times 

The next two quarters will 
be particularly telling if 
temperatures plummet and 
water gets into road defects’ 

higher than it was 13 years ago. One in 
five local roads in England and Wales is 
in a poor condition and road resurfac¬ 
ing has declined, according to the As¬ 
phalt Industry Alliance. 

The A A has said learner drivers 
should have to prove they can spot pot¬ 
holes to pass the driving test. 

Simon Williams, the RAC’s break¬ 
down spokesman, said that while its 
patrols had seen an uptick in road qual¬ 
ity in the past year, “Those responsible 
for our roads have much to do to re¬ 
store drivers’ faith as too many suffer 
the consequences of potholes on a 
daily basis. The next two quarters will 
be particularly telling if temperatures 
plummet and water gets into road de¬ 
fects, freezes and expands, causing fur¬ 
ther deterioration in surfaces.” 

Martin Tett, the Local Government 
Association’s transport spokesman, 
said: “Councils are fixing a pothole 
every 21 seconds but this report under¬ 
lines the chronic need for more invest¬ 
ment in existing local roads.” 



True grit Holly Rush, a 41-year-old sports therapist and ultra runner from Bradford-on-Avon, Wiltshire, descends a sand 
dune during a 112-mile run over four days from Dubai to Oman as part of the Asics Coast to Coast Adventure. Rush posted on 
Twitter after the event: “I can’t decide if I need a hug, an XL coffee, 6 shots of vodka or 2 weeks sleep”. 


Fitness tracker 
calorie counts 
lead users up 
garden path 


By Henry Bodkin 

HEALTH CORRESPONDENT 

FITBITS and other fitness trackers are 
significantly miscalculating the num¬ 
ber of calories burnt during exercise, 
scientists have said. 

Tests at Aberystwyth University 
found some of the devices were inaccu¬ 
rate by more than 50 per cent. 

The experiments measured the 
amount of oxygen a volunteer used 
during a 10-minute walk, and during 
running sessions on a treadmill, and 
compared the data from a number of 
trackers. 

The researchers found that the Fitbit 
Charge 2, which can cost around £80, 
was fairly accurate in estimating calo- 


50pc 

The amount by which the Fitbit Charge 2 
underestimated how many calories had 
been burnt during 10 minutes of walking 


ries burnt while running, underesti¬ 
mating by only 4 per cent. However, 
the device underestimated the calories 
burnt during walking by more than 50 
per cent. 

Other less expensive devices, such as 
the Letscom HR and the Letsfit, were 
more accurate on the walking test, 
overestimating calorie burn by 15 per 
cent and 2 per cent respectively. But 
they underestimated the total during 
running by 33 and 40 per cent. 

The research follows warnings that 
fitness trackers inaccurately estimate 
the amount of weight lost following ex¬ 
ercise, particularly for overweight peo¬ 
ple. 

A spokesman for Fitbit said: “We do 
not claim to be scientifically accurate at 
the number of calories burned.” 

Letscom and Letsfit said that they 
could only give estimations based on 
data that had been input by users, such 
as height and length of stride. They 
said the trackers were not scientific de¬ 
vices. 


Sleep loss is a pain - literally: it makes the body less resilient 


By Henry Bodkin 

SCIENCE CORRESPONDENT 

POOR sleep can heighten sensitivity to 
pain, research suggests. 

Scientists conducted an experiment 
in which volunteers were “tortured” 
after sleeping well or badly. 

The 25 young participants had un¬ 
comfortable levels of heat applied to 
their legs. They rated their thermal 
pain on a scale of one to 10, generally 
reporting discomfort at around 44C. 
After having their baseline pain sensi¬ 


tivity recorded following a full night’s 
sleep, the volunteers underwent the 
same experience, but this time when 
they were sleep-deprived. 

Generally, they reported feeling 
pain sooner, typically at around 41.6C. 

Adam Krause, from the University of 
California at Berkeley, said: “Across the 
group, they were feeling discomfort at 
lower temperatures, which shows that 
their own sensitivity to pain had in¬ 
creased after inadequate sleep. 

“The injury is the same, but the dif¬ 
ference is how the brain assesses the 


pain without sufficient sleep.” The find¬ 
ings, published in the Journal of Neuro¬ 
science, suggest sleep must be placed 
“close to the centre of patient care” - 
especially in hospitals, said the scien¬ 
tists. 

Brain scans conducted alongside the 
tests showed sleep loss not only ampli¬ 
fied pain-sensing regions of the brain, 
but blocked pain-suppressing centres. 

An online survey carried out among 
230 adults of all ages suggested even 
minor shifts in sleep and wake patterns 
affected pain sensitivity. “The results 


41.6C 

The temperature at which sleep-deprived 
participants reported feeling pain, 
compared to 44C after a good night's sleep 


clearly show that even very subtle 
changes in nightly sleep - reductions 
that many of us think little of in terms 
of consequences - have a clear impact 
on your next day pain burden,” said Mr 


Krause, a PhD student and the study’s 
lead author. 

Another key brain region found to 
slow down in the sleep-deprived brain 
was the insula, which evaluates pain 
signals and places them in context to 
prepare the body to respond. 

“This is a critical neural system that 
assesses and categorises the pain sig¬ 
nals and allows the body’s own natural 
painkillers to come to the rescue,” said 
Mr Krause. Brain imaging after a sleep¬ 
less night showed marked increases in 
activity in the somatosensory cortex 


but less activity in the nucleus accum- 
bens, a region of the brain’s circuitry 
that, among other functions, increases 
dopamine levels to relieve pain. 

“The optimistic takeaway here is 
that sleep is a natural analgesic that can 
help manage and lower pain,” said Mat¬ 
thew Walker, a UC Berkeley professor 
of neuroscience and psychology and 
author of the bestseller Why We Sleep. 

“Yet ironically, one environment 
where people are in the most pain is the 
worst place for sleep - the noisy hospi¬ 
tal ward.” 


Chef quits BBC after harassment claims 


♦ A television chef has left a BBC 
cookery show in the wake of sexual 
harassment allegations made against 
him by his restaurant staff. 

Dan Doherty, 33, confirmed 
yesterday that he had walked away 
from Britain’s Best Home Cook. 

Mr Doherty starred alongside Mary 
Berry as a judge in the first series and 
was due to appear in a second. 

Allegations that Mr Doherty had 
asked a female staff member at his 
gastropub, The Royal Oak in 
Marylebone, for oral sex - and said to 
others that he’d wished to see them 
“without their kitchen whites on” - 
were reported in The Sunday Times. 


He released a statement afterwards 
saying he would “never intentionally 
make offensive comments” to his 
workers, and apologised for “any 
offence” he had caused. 

Mr Doherty said on Twitter: “In the 
wake of the recent newspaper reports, 
I’ve decided to step away from ... 
Britain’s Best Home Cook. I loved my 
experience of working on the show.” 

The Royal Oak yesterday said it had 
parted ways with Mr Doherty “with 
immediate effect”, adding: “We will 
not be making any further comment 
about the reported incidents.” 


Features: Page 17 


Reforms could hand pensioners £25m 


♦ Measures to improve the retirement 
outcomes of up to 100,000 people 
each year, potentially making them a 
total of £25 million better off, have 
been proposed by the City regulator. 

The Financial Conduct Authority 
(FCA) is consulting on plans to prevent 
consumers losing out when they 
access their pension freedoms, which 
offer over-55s a wide range of choices 
on what to do with their savings pots. 

Generally, the first 25 per cent of 
pension pots can be taken tax-free. But 
the FCA is worried that while people 
are often focused on their tax-free cash 
they may not be considering how their 
money is invested. Customers can take 


the “path of least resistance” when 
money is drawn down, potentially 
meaning it is not being invested in a 
way that meets their needs. 

About 100,000 customers entered 
drawdown without taking financial 
advice each year, the FCA found, and 
around one in three did not know 
where their cash was being invested. 

It wants firms to offer customers 
ready-made “investment pathways” 
that broadly meet their aims. 

It is also proposing that investments 
should not be defaulted into cash 
savings, unless the consumer actively 
chooses that option, and wants firms 
to be clearer about fees and charges. 



Marking the spot The grave of Pte John Connolly, a 
Rorke’s Drift hero, is marked with a headstone 113 years 
after he was buried at Danygraig Cemetery, Swansea. 


Home owners protest at 50ft pile of cars 


♦ Pensioners have been left outraged 
after piles of old vehicles at a nearby 
car scrapyard reached 50ft high 
behind their homes. 

Residents in Poole, Dorset, 
described the five-storey stacks of cars 
as a “hideous monstrosity” which now 
dwarfs their bungalows. They also 
warned the giant structure could be a 
fire hazard amid fears over a repeat of 
a blaze that swept through the 
compound in 2016 when more than 
170 vehicles were destroyed. 

Charles Trent, the firm which owns 
the scrapyard, said the stacking system 
enabled vehicles to be piled up in a 
“more modern and cleaner way”. 


However, retired engineer Charles 
Caffey, 73, claimed the “eyesore” that 
backs on to his home has blocked out 
natural light and is a safety risk. 

Poole council has written to the 
scrapyard owner and said it was 
“investigating” amid claims the 
structure may need planning 
permission. However, the owner 
insists the pile of cars is legal due to 
a loophole in planning laws. 

Ken Parke, a planning consultancy 
that has applied for a lawful 
development certificate, said: “The 
racks are lawful on the basis that their 
siting does not constitute a material 
change of use of the land.” 


Fraudsters target accountant at the gym 


♦ An accountant had thousands of 
pounds stolen from his savings after 
fraudsters watched him enter his gym 
locker entry code before stealing his 
wallet and going on a spending spree. 

Matthew Spencer believes he was 
targeted while visiting a gym in 
Canary Wharf. The 36-year-old had 
been saving the cash for a house 
deposit, and has now been told by his 
bank that he won’t be getting his 
money back, according to The Sun. 

Mr Spencer believes he was 
watched while in the changing rooms 
of his gym. He said he used the same 
pin for his locker as he did for his 
credit card, giving the fraudsters 


access to his current account. 

They spent £5, 000 on MacBooks in 
John Lewis, £500 at Mayfair 
restaurant Roka, and withdrew 
thousands of pounds in cash. 

Mr Spencer’s bank is refusing to 
refund the money. 

He said: “They know my spending 
patterns, and I’m very disappointed 
with how they’ve treated me. The 
whole situation has caused me 
considerable frustration.” 

A spokesman for the bank said a 
final response had been issued and 
they were unable to comment further 
due to the case being reviewed by the 
Financial Ombudsman Service. 
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World news 


Maduro rival urges Bank to safeguard <£lbn in gold 


British minister suggests 
that Mark Carney should 
decline to release bullion 
to Venezuela’s dictator 

By Harriet Alexander in New York, 
Cody Weddle in Caracas 
and Anna Isaac 

A BRITISH minister yesterday sug¬ 
gested that the Bank of England should 
decline to release £1 billion of gold to 


Venezuela’s dictator after the country’s 
opposition leader wrote to Theresa 
May, the Prime Minister. 

Juan Guaido, who last week declared 
himself the country’s legitimate ruler 
and was recognised as such by the US, 
has written to Mark Carney, the Bank’s 
governor, copying the letter to Mrs 
May, to ask that the gold be withheld 
from Nicolas Maduro. 

In his letter, the 35-year-old said: “I 
am writing to ask you to stop this ille¬ 
gitimate transaction. If the money is 
transferred it will be used by the ille¬ 


gitimate and kleptocratic regime of 
Nicolas Maduro to repress and brutal¬ 
ise the Venezuelan people.” 

Sir Alan Duncan, the minister for the 
Americas, yesterday said it was a deci¬ 
sion for the Bank, and suggested they 
should decline to release the gold. 

“The Bank holds a significant 
amount of Venezuela’s gold. This is a 
decision for them, not government,” he 
said. “No doubt they will take into ac¬ 
count the fact that a number of coun¬ 
tries are questioning the legitimacy of 
Nicolas Maduro and recognisingthat of 


Juan Guaido.” Mr Maduro has been at¬ 
tempting to repatriate the gold from 
the vaults since last year. The bullion in 
London makes up 15 per cent of Vene¬ 
zuela’s foreign currency reserves. 

The Daily Telegraph understands 
that each request for a release of gold 
made to the Bank of England is subject 
to fresh risk assessment procedures. 

The Caracas Chronicles, a Venezue¬ 
lan publication, claimed the Bank had 
twice refused gold transaction requests 
from the regime citing “compliance - 
related reasons”. A spokesman said: 


“The Bank does not comment on any 
[of its client] relationships.” 

Last night the US announced new 
sanctions targeting Venezuela’s oil sec¬ 
tor, with Steve Mnuchin, the treasury 
secretary, saying the oil was a “valuable 
asset that we are protecting for the 
Venezuelan people”. 

From now on, oil revenues must be 
placed in “blocked accounts”, which 
cannot be accessed by Mr Maduro. 

Mr Maduro last night took to state 
television to call the potentially crip¬ 
pling US sanctions “criminal”. He ac¬ 


cused the US of robbing Venezuelans 
and said, in a direct message to Donald 
Trump, “Hands off Venezuela!” 

He welcomed home returning diplo¬ 
mats, as both the US and Venezuela re¬ 
duced missions abroad to skeleton staff. 

Several EU countries have said that 
Mr Maduro has eight days to call elec¬ 
tions and end the standoff, or else they 
will back Mr Guaido. 

Pope Francis said he was afraid the 
crisis would become “a bloodbath”. 


Editorial Comment: Page 15 


Ex-Starbucks 
CEO considers 
running for the 
US presidency 


By Ben Riley-Smith us editor 

DONALD TRUMP yesterday said 
Howard Schultz, the former Starbucks 
CEO, did not have the “guts” to run for 
US president and questioned his intel¬ 
lect just 24 hours after he announced a 
possible White House bid. 

Mr Schultz, who led the coffee chain 
for three decades, said on Sunday night 
that he was “seriously considering” 
running for the 2020 presidency as an 



Howard Schulz was 
mocked by President 
Trump after saying 
that he is considering 
challenging him for 
leadership 


independent candidate. His pitch was 
treated with disdain by some 
Democrats, who fear his candidacy 
would take votes off their party and 
hand Mr Trump a second term. 

During an interview with CBS News 
show 60 Minutes, the 65-year-old said 
he was not always the smartest person 
in the room but can build teams of peo¬ 
ple who are “more skilled” than himself. 

He waved away concerns that a 
“tweet-storm” from Mr Trump would 
follow his appearance, saying: “I think, 
like most people, I’ve become bored 
with President Trump and his tweets.” 

But Mr Trump obliged, posting on 
Twitter yesterday morning: “Howard 
Schultz doesn’t have the ‘guts’ to run 
for President! Watched him on 60Min¬ 
utes last night and I agree with him that 
he is not the ‘smartest person’.” 



Trail of destruction Three people died and more than 170 were injured after an “extraordinary” tornado struck Havana,the 
Cuban capital, yesterday. Images posted on social media showed collapsed buildings, uprooted trees and damaged power lines. 


China jails 
leading human 
rights lawyer in 
‘gross injustice’ 


By Sophia Yan in Beijing 

A PROMINENT Chinese human rights 
lawyer has been sentenced to four and 
a half years in prison after being found 
guilty of subversion of state power, 
three years after he was detained in a 
crackdown on lawyers and activists. 

Wang Quanzhang, 42, was the final 
case awaiting a verdict following the 
arrest of 250 Chinese rights lawyers in 
2015, known as the “709 crackdown”, a 
reference to July 9, the date it began. 

A court in Tianjin announced its ver¬ 
dict yesterday in a one-sentence state¬ 
ment. Mr Wang, who defended political 
activists and victims of land seizures, 
was also deprived of “political rights” 
for five years in China, the statement 
said, but did not reveal further details. 

Human rights experts have criti¬ 
cised the treatment of Mr Wang, who 
was first detained in August 2015. No 
further details emerged until July last 
year, when it was revealed he was alive 
and being held in Tianjin. 

His trial in December was a closed 
hearing which neither his lawyers nor 
family were able to attend. Li Wenzu, 
his wife, was prevented from leaving 
her apartment complex, so she could 
not attend, rights experts claimed. 

“The verdict makes a mockery of the 
‘rule of law’ the Xi Jinping government 
claims it champions,” said Yaqiu Wang, 
a Human Rights Watch researcher. 

The verdict was a “gross injustice”, 
according to Doriane Lau, China re¬ 
searcher for Amnesty International, 
which called for his release. “It is out¬ 
rageous that Wang Quanzhang is being 
punished for peacefully standing up 
for human rights in China,” she said. 
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World news 


France’s hated speed limit cuts deaths to all-time low 


Debate rages over 80kph 
restriction that fuelled 
‘yellow vest’ protests 
despite improved safety 

By Henry Samuel in Paris 

ROAD deaths in mainland France have 
hit an all-time low just six months 
after the government introduced a 
controversial new 80kph (50mph) 
speed limit, it has been announced. 

But with anger from “yellow vests” 
mounting nationwide over the new re¬ 
strictions - leading to 60 per cent of the 


country’s speed traps being damaged 
or destroyed - the prime minister con¬ 
ceded that demands to row back on the 
limits were “legitimate” in some cases. 

Last year, some 3,250 people were 
killed in road traffic accidents in 
mainland France, nine fewer than the 
previous “record” in 2013. 

The fall came after three consecutive 
years of rising death tolls between 2014 
and 2016 - an unprecedented spike 
since 1972, followed by a 2017 plateau. 

The rise prompted the government 
to cut speed limits on 400,000km 
(250,000miles) of two-way B-roads 
with no central reservation from 
90kph (56mph) to 80kph last July. That 


sparked howls of disapproval from au¬ 
tomobile groups, who said the measure 
was another wheeze to fleece motorists 
via speed traps and even caused dan¬ 
gerous and environmentally unfriendly 
traffic jams. 

Some analysts said the speed limit 
was the initial catalyst for the gilets 
jaunes (yellow vests) movement, even 
before resistance erupted to a decision 
by Emmanuel Macron, the French 
president, to slap new green taxes on 
diesel and petrol in the New Year. 

Announcing the road deaths drop, 
Edouard Philippe, the prime minister, 
said the effects of the new restrictions 
were “without ambiguity” and that 116 


lives had been saved because of them. 
“We took a decision that we knew was 
unpopular,” he said. “We are proud of 
the results, of the lives saved.” 

But 40 Millions d’Automobilistes, a 

We took a decision that 
we knew was unpopular. 

We are proud of the results , 
of the lives saved' 

French drivers’ organisation, pointed 
out that road deaths had already started 
to fall at the start of 2018 before the 
speed limit cut was implemented. 


“Death rates had generally been slow¬ 
ing down, even a year before the speed 
limit,” said the group. 

In a nod to anger over the restric¬ 
tions, Mr Philippe said it was “legiti¬ 
mate to discuss the issue” in the “great 
debate” launched by Mr Macron in a 
bid to defuse the gilets jaunes revolt. 

“But it would be mad to lower the 
level of ambition,” he added. “I 
wouldn’t want measures to be taken 
that would degrade this figure, raise 
the number of road accidents, the 
number of injured. We are proud to 
have shouldered our responsibilities.” 

Mr Philippe has stuck his neck out 
over the new speed limit, a source of 


tension with Mr Macron, who report¬ 
edly blasted it as a “stupid mistake” of 
the prime minister’s doing and not in 
his electoral manifesto. 

The president has said he would be 
willing to find a more “intelligent way” 
of cutting deaths, while aides have let it 
be known they could be willing to 
grant local authorities the power to re¬ 
scind the speed limits in certain cases. 

However, Chantal Perrichon, the 
president of the league against road 
violence, said that allowing local MPs 
or regional heads to set speed limits 
would herald a “return to feudalism, 
with barons who had the power of life 
and death over serfs”. 



In the footsteps 
of the pharaohs 
Emmanuel Macron, 
the French 
president, and his 
wife Brigitte visited 
the Abu Simbel 
rock temples, built 
in the 13th century 
BC, in southern 
Egypt on Sunday. 
Mr Macron was due 
to sign lucrative 
trade deals during 
his three-day visit, 
even as the “yellow 
vest” protests 
continued at home. 
He said he would 
raise the issue of 
human rights 
violations with 
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, 
Egypt’s president. 


Spanish gang ‘kidnaps migrant children’ 


Denmark builds a fence to save its bacon 


By James Badcock in Madrid 

SPANISH authorities have arrested five 
members of a gang accused of kidnap¬ 
ping migrant children from shelter 
homes and demanding ransoms from 
their families in Morocco. 

In raids on two properties in Puerto 
Real, Cadiz, the Guardia Civil found a 
Moroccan youth reported missing 
from a nearby migrant centre. 

Authorities believe the gang may 


have carried out up to 20 kidnappings. 
The guardia said that during the raids 
they found 71b of hashish, three com¬ 
puters, 10 mobile phones and €3,600. 

Those arrested - three Spanish citi¬ 
zens and two Moroccans aged between 
27 and 36 - would allegedly approach 
minors when they were allowed out 
during the day and offer to help them 
gain residency permits. 

But the boys were taken prisoner, 
according to another Moroccan boy 


snatched in similar circumstances, and 
the gang would call relatives in Mo¬ 
rocco to demand up to €500 for their 
safe return. 

Last year Spanish police arrested a 
Moroccan gang in Algeciras that alleg¬ 
edly seized migrants from Africa as 
soon as they landed in Spain on small 
boats. The five men were accused of 
stealing the migrants’ phones and de¬ 
manding ransoms of up to €2,000 
from relatives. 


By Justin Huggler in Berlin 

DENMARK began constructing a 5ft- 
high and 43-mile-long fence along its 
border with Germany yesterday - to 
keep out wild boar. 

The Danish government says it is 
building the fence to prevent African 
swine fever crossing and devastating 
the country’s bacon industry. 

Construction on the ,£3.5 million 
project has already begun, despite 


there being no reported cases of the 
disease in Germany. 

“It is an insurance policy against the 
disease,” said Mogens Dali, the chair¬ 
man of LandboSyd, a Danish agricul¬ 
tural association. “You also insure your 
house against fire, although it will 
probably never burn.” 

African swine fever, harmless to hu¬ 
mans but almost always fatal in pigs, 
has spread into Europe, with cases 
reported in Belgium, Poland, the 


Czech Republic, Hungary and the Bal¬ 
tic states. 

Denmark, the only EU country with 
more pigs than humans, fears an out¬ 
break could severely affect its pork in¬ 
dustry, worth £3.5billion a year, and 
lead to 33,000 job losses. 

The fence is not popular in Germany, 
where regional politicians and animal 
rights activists say it will disturb 
wolves, otters and golden jackals and 
be ineffective against the wild boar. 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE FOR THE DEPARTMENT FOR EDUCATION 


1 BECAME A HEAD TEACHER 
TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE 1 


When Mouhssin Ismail gave up a lucrative career in law to teach, his 
valuable transferable skills took him to the top post in just six years 



. © . 

To read Mouhssin's story and find out what he believes to be the most 
rewarding aspect of his new career, visit tgr.ph/getintoteaching 



Hotpot hotspot Bathers enjoy a bite in a food-filled hot 
spring in Hangzhou, China, before the spring festival. 
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Guards use slingshot on 
monkeys of Taj Mahal 

Guards at the Taj Mahal have armed 
themselves with slingshots to shoo 
away hordes of monkeys. 

The rhesus macaques which live 
nearby have been known to harass the 
25,000 daily visitors to the monument. 

The catapults were chosen over 
more severe measures as most Hindus 
associate monkeys with Hanuman, the 
mythological god, and worship them. 

Six family members 
killed by lightning strike 

Six people from the same family were 
“killed on the spot” by a lightning 
strike in Madagascar while sheltering 
from a storm, officials said yesterday. 

The relatives - including a three- 
year-old child - were killed in the 
central village of Bakaro on Saturday 
while hiding in a thatched cottage. 

Another person suffered superficial 
burns. 

Man who left busy gallery 
with painting arrested 

A man suspected of snatching a 
19th-century painting off the wall in a 
busy Moscow museum and calmly 
walking off with it has been arrested. 

The Russian interior ministry said a 
31-year-old man was detained in a 
village outside Moscow. Police said 
they had recovered the artwork, a 
landscape by Arkhip Kuindzhi said to 
be valued at $lmillion (£760,000). 

Netherlands refuses to 
allow rescue ship to dock 

The Netherlands yesterday refused an 
Italian request to take 47 migrants on a 
Dutch-flagged NGO rescue ship that 
Italy’s ports refused to allow to dock. 

Lennart Wegewijs, a spokesman for 
the Dutch ministry of justice and 
security, said that “without a firm idea 
of an overall solution, the Netherlands 
will not take part in ad hoc measures 
for disembarkation” of the ship. 
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World news 


Freedom for wife 
jailed in Egypt 
for possession of 
illegal painkillers 


By Jack Hardy and Raf Sanchez 

A BRITISH woman who was jailed in 
Egypt for carrying outlawed painkill¬ 
ers in her suitcase has been released 
after more than a year behind bars. 

Laura Plummer, 34, was arrested in 
possession of 290 Tramadol tablets at 
Hurghada airport in October 2017. She 
claimed they were to treat her Egyp¬ 
tian husband’s back pain. 

The opioid medicine - available on 
prescription in the UK - is banned in 
Egypt and the shop assistant from Hull 
was handed a three-year sentence on 
Boxing Day in 2017. 

However, an application for early re¬ 
lease sent after Ms Plummer had served 
a third of her time was accepted by the 
state, bringing to an end her 13-month 
ordeal. 

She was one of nearly 7,000 prison¬ 
ers cleared for release on Jan 25, an an¬ 
nual day of clemency for Abdel Fattah 
al-Sisi, the president, to mark the anni¬ 
versary of the Egyptian revolution in 
2011. 

Footage captured the moment she 
was led, handcuffed to a guard, out of 
custody in Cairo, where she had been 
held in Qanatar women’s prison. 

Within hours she was transferred to 
the police station at the Red Sea resort 
where she had first been arrested - this 
time to await a flight home. 

Ms Plummer’s family hope she will 
be back in Hull by midweek, according 
to her MP, but she has vowed to make 
her flight back to Britain the last time 
she visits Hurghada airport. 

Karl Turner posted online: “I’m de¬ 
lighted that Laura Plummer was 
granted early release (one of 6,925 pris¬ 
oners) on January 25th, the anniver¬ 


sary of Egypt’s revolution.” He also 
expressed his gratitude to Alistair Burt, 
a minister for the Foreign and Com¬ 
monwealth Office, and staff at the de¬ 
partment for “everything they have 
done to support Laura from the outset”. 

Upon her release, Ms Plummer said 
the experience had at times resembled 
“hell” and claimed her explanations to 
state authorities had been ignored. 

Her lawyers maintained she did not 
know Tramadol was illegal in Egypt 
and previously produced evidence 


Laura Plummer was 
arrested while 
carrying 290 
Tramadol tablets, 
which she said were 
for her husband 


showing it was not mentioned in For¬ 
eign Office travel advice at the time. 

An initial charge of drug smuggling 
- which in extreme cases is punishable 
by the death penalty in Egypt - was 
pared back to a lesser accusation of 
possession of an illegal substance. 

Translation problems at her trial fur¬ 
ther hampered matters when a judge 
took one of her answers as a “confes¬ 
sion”, despite Ms Plummer meaning to 
insist she was innocent. 

Hopes were again dashed the follow¬ 
ing month, when the prospect of a par¬ 
don was floated ahead of the Jan 25 
releases, but failed to materialise. 

Omar Caboo, her husband, will re¬ 
main in Egypt following her release. “I 
wanted to help Omar and do a kind 
thing and I ended up in prison,” Ms 
Plummer told The Sun yesterday. 





Old rabbits 
die hard 
Glenn Close and 
Michael Douglas 
at the Screen 
Actors Guild 
Awards, where they 
presented an award, 
almost 32 years 
since they starred 
with one another 
in Fatal Attraction, 
the original “bunny- 
boiler” film. Close 
was named best 
leading actress for 
her role in The Wife, 
where she played 
the spouse of 
a writer awarded 
the Nobel Prize for 
Literature alongside 
Jonathan Pryce. 
Close has also been 
nominated for an 
Academy Award for 
the role. Douglas 
was nominated for 
two awards for his 
part in The 
Kominsky Method. 


Carey urged to 
scrap Saudi gig 
over jailing of 
female activists 


By Josie Ensor 

MIDDLE EAST CORRESPONDENT 

MARIAH CAREY has been urged to 
boycott an upcoming performance in 
Saudi Arabia in protest at the jailing of 
women’s rights activists. 

The American singer is due to ap¬ 
pear at a concert on Thursday on the 
sidelines of the kingdom’s first interna¬ 
tional golf tournament. 

She would be the most famous West¬ 
ern female singer to perform in the 
country since Crown Prince Moham¬ 
med bin Salman introduced social re¬ 
forms and loosened his grip on the 
entertainment industry. 

But while Saudi women have re¬ 
cently gained the right to drive, the 
kingdom has since imprisoned and tor¬ 
tured a number of the campaigners. 

CodePink, a women’s activist group, 
called on Carey not to “artwash” Ri- 



Mariah Carey is 
under pressure from 
women's rights 
activists to boycott 
an upcoming concert 
in Saudi Arabia 


yadh, and urged her and the other per¬ 
formers, the Dutch DJ Tiesto, and Sean 
Paul, a Jamaican rapper, to cancel the 
show. “Doesn’t she know Saudi Arabia 
is one of the most repressive and mur¬ 
derous regimes on the planet?” the 
group said in a statement. 

The sister of Loujain al-Hathloul, the 
most prominent activist arrested in a 
crackdown last year, asked the singer 
to thank her on stage. 

She tweeted: “Thanks to my sister, 
you r able to perform in Saudi Arabia 
[sic]. I wish she can attend your con¬ 
cert. But she’s locked behind bars.” 

Prince Mohammed has lifted bans 
on gender segregation at concerts but 
his reforms have been overshadowed 
by the killing of the dissident Saudi 
journalist Jamal Khashoggi and human 
rights abuses in Yemen. 


Jackson family attacks ‘abuse’ documentary 


Tragic tale of the loneliest duck in the world 


By Our Foreign Staff 

MICHAEL JACKSON’S family is said to 
be furious that a new documentary has 
refocused attention on two men who 
have accused the late singer of sexually 
assaulting them as boys. 

The family released a statement 
yesterday denouncing Leaving 
Neverland, a documentary film 
featuring Wade Robson and James 


Safechuck, Jackson’s accusers, that 
premiered last week at the Sundance 
Film Festival and is set to air in the 
spring on HBO and Channel 4. 

The statement said: “We can’t just 
stand by while this public lynching 
goes on... Michael is not here to defend 
himself, otherwise these allegations 
would not have been made.” 

The family points out that Jackson 
was subjected to a thorough 


investigation and was acquitted at a 
criminal trial in 2005, in a case 
involving another young man. 

In that trial, Mr Robson testified that 
he had slept in Jackson’s room many 
times, but that the star had never 
molested him. Mr Safechuck made 
similar statements to investigators. 

Dan Reed, the film’s director, has 
said he has no doubts about the men’s 
validity. Jackson died in 2009. 


By Our Foreign Staff 

A DUCK named Trevor that lived all 
alone on a tiny Pacific island has died. 

The fowl found fame last year after a 
New Zealand journalist discovered it 
had become such a local landmark on 
Niue that it was even used for directions. 

“Someone said, ‘Turn right past the 
duck’,” said Claire Trevett, who was so 
taken with the story of the so-called 



Trevor the mallard lived alone on Niue 


“loneliest duck in the world” that she 
flew seven hours across the Pacific to 
see it. It is thought it made the island his 
home after having been blown off 
course. Niue has no standing water, but 
firemen maintained a large puddle for 
the duck, which was eventually named 
- improbably - after Trevor Mallard, a 
New Zealand politician. 

Unfortunately, the duck was killed by 
dogs last weekend. 
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Comment 


Why shouldn’t 
middle-class 
students become 
apprentices? 



P erhaps I am not your 
usual apprentice. In 
fact, such a path 
seemed inconceivable to me 
just a few years ago, during 
the careers advice sessions 
we were given in my final 
year of college. 
Conversations with my 
teachers all followed a 
similar pattern: 
“Apprenticeships can only 
help those who want to 
work in manual industries,” 

I was told. And 
“apprenticeships are not 
valued as highly as degrees”. 

After graduating from 
university, however, I soon 
realised that three years 
spent memorising passages 
from Keats and exploring 
the theme of morality in the 
works of Samuel Taylor 
Coleridge had not equipped 
me with the skills and 
experience I needed to land 
my first job. After two years 
of struggling to get my foot 
in the door, my big break 
came in the form of a 
journalism apprenticeship 
programme at this 
newspaper. 

I wonder if the Higher 
Education Commission, led 
by Lord Norton of Louth, 
would approve. The 
commission has criticised a 
“middle-class grab” for 
degree apprenticeships 
(which combine university 
degrees and work 
experience, and guarantee a 
graduate job at the end). It 
published a report yesterday 
which found that poorer 
young people are missing 
out because so few 
placements are a reasonable 
commutable distance from 
deprived areas. 

It is, of course, completely 
unacceptable that some 
teenagers from 
disadvantaged backgrounds 
are missing out on such 
opportunities because they 
cannot afford to live away 
from home. One possible 
solution would be to make 
means-tested maintenance 
loans available to cover 
living costs. 

But is it a problem, per se, 
if the middle class are 
embracing apprenticeships 
in larger numbers? I don’t 
think so. If anything, 


politicians should be 
shouting about it from the 
rooftops. 

The problem, as I found 
out at school, is that there is 
still a stigma attached to 
apprenticeships. They are 
widely viewed as suitable 
only for people who are 
“good with their hands”, 
or who are not considered 
intelligent enough for 
university. They are all too 
easily pigeonholed as “only 
for the working-class” - the 
best that a student who 
failed the 11+, or who did not 
do brilliantly in their GCSEs, 
can hope for. 

As a consequence, people 
who would benefit from 
learning while working - 
either instead of university 
or afterwards - are missing 
out. 

Partly, this is because 
getting a degree is still the 
be-all and end-all for many 
young people. Politicians on 
both the Left and Right have 
spent decades fighting to 
make going to university an 
aspiration that should cut 
across the classes. 

They should have the 
same attitude to 
apprenticeships. 

There should, of course, 
be more good-quality, 
well-funded schemes. And 
instead of berating middle- 
class usurpers, perhaps 
policymakers should 
concentrate on crafting 
better financed 
apprenticeships with small 
and large businesses up and 
down the country (and not 
just in London and the 
larger northern cities). 

But, perhaps most 
importantly, there shouldn’t 
be any such thing as a 
“usual” apprentice. It’s 
already a diverse 
qualification, open to a 
diverse group of people. 

And as my own experience 
shows, a good 
apprenticeship can be just 
as valuable - if not more so 
- as a university degree. 

P 

follow Sameeha Shaikh on 
Twitter @SameehaShaikh; 
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Our European friends are taking a 
huge risk if they abandon Mrs May 


The EU must be wary of 
sending the Prime Minister 
away without the changes 
she needs to her deal 



W hatever happens in 
the Commons this 
evening, Theresa 
May is likely to be 
going back to EU 
leaders with a 

request for some serious help. 

Either Yvette Cooper will succeed in 
laying out a timetable that leads to the 
postponement of Brexit in the absence 
of a deal or Sir Graham Brady will 
carry his amendment calling for the 
infamous “backstop” to be sorted out 
some other way. Or perhaps nothing at 
all will be carried, but with less than 
60 days to go to March 29, the Cabinet 
will finally fall apart when faced with a 
looming no-deal Brexit. One way or 
another, the Prime Minister can only 
avert a final meltdown if the EU 
decides to give her some meaningful 
assistance. 

To be useful, such assistance would 
have to have legal force, whereas the 
EU’s current position is that it can only 
change the aspirational “political 
declaration”, not the proposed treaty. 

It would have to place a time limit on 
the backstop, as helpfully suggested 
by the Polish foreign minister, or allow 
the UK to withdraw from it if it 
threatened to become permanent. 

That could be done in an addendum, a 


codicil, or a legal instrument - adding 
to the deal rather than amending it. 
With something like that, the 
improved deal could actually get 
through. 

Unfortunately, governments all 
around Europe have a list of reasons 
for not doing this that is as long as any 
of their arms. The Irish fear a political 
crisis in their own country if they give 
ground; the other states don’t want to 
break the strong solidarity they’ve 
managed to maintain; the French want 
to grab more businesses from us. None 
of them have much faith that a 
concession would be enough to be 
decisive; and most of them are utterly 
exasperated by the whole thing and 
have plenty of other problems of their 
own. 

Above all, they can see that, since 
Theresa May’s huge defeat two weeks 
ago, the entire Brexit project is 
wobbling badly and it’s entirely 
conceivable that we will postpone our 
exit and then never leave after all. 

They can play “chicken” with some 
confidence that the passengers in the 
oncoming vehicle are going to grab 
the steering wheel and drive it off the 
road. 

So why on earth should they give 
any ground? Why not let us have our 
political implosion, our new round of 
elections or another referendum, our 
party splits and divided nation, and be 
an object lesson to all of what happens 
if you try to leave the European Union? 
Instinctively, that is what many of 
them will think, and quite probably 
they will stick to that. 

Yet there is a need for wise 
reflection on both sides of the 
Channel, and there is a very good 
case for EU leaders to consider a 
better approach. If I were a British 
minister having a confidential chat 
with European diplomats this 


morning, I would be saying the 
following. 

First of all, you would be right to 
think that Parliament will try to stop a 
no-deal Brexit on March 29, but we 
don’t know what will happen. There is 
a small chance of a very serious 
problem, with millions of EU citizens 
not knowing where they stand, travel 
and trade disrupted and a large part of 
Ireland’s exports snarled up 
somewhere between Dover and 
Holyhead. If you were a board of 
directors of a company, you would be 
expected to do anything within reason 
to help avoid even a small risk of that 
happening to your business. And bear 
in mind that the whole European 
economy is slowing down at the 
moment, so a chaotic Brexit is the last 
thing it needs. 

Second, if you leave Theresa May to 
swing, she will probably fall. A new 
British prime minister is either going 
to be a more hardline Conservative or 
Jeremy Corbyn, and how are you 
going to like that? 

With the former you are going to 
lose the deal anyway, and with the 
latter the whole Western alliance will 
be in trouble. Don’t think this doesn’t 
matter, or is just a British problem. 
We’ve got a Leader of the Opposition 
who does not believe in maintaining 
our security, or yours. He has called 
Nato an instrument of Cold War 
manipulation, and doesn’t believe in a 
nuclear deterrent. He’s got a stronger 
record of talking to terrorist groups 
than to our own Prime Minister. He 
bends over backwards to avoid 
criticising Russia. You could forget 
joint policies on issues such as the 
intensifying crisis in Venezuela, since 
he naturally sympathises with 
Left-wing autocrats who wreck their 
countries. 

Third, another referendum in 
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Britain, disastrous as it would be for 
our national cohesion, is certainly 
becoming more likely. And, yes, this 
might yield to the EU the great 
strategic triumph some of you are 
seeking, of hanging on to us after all. 
But think about what would happen if 
we voted 52-48 to stay in this time. 
Would we ever be anything other than 
a troublesome, disruptive, and 
unhappy member, busily debating a 
third referendum and refusing to go 
along with your initiatives? 

Furthermore, an EU that is inflexible 
now will provide an additional 
argument to leave it. If another public 
vote provides a renewed mandate to 
leave, the Brexit that will eventually 
follow will most surely have no 
backstop and no money on the table at 
the beginning of the negotiations. A 
hardline posture in Dublin and 
Brussels will prove to be a gamble that 
failed. 

Finally, consider the reality of what 
you’re insisting on here, which is that 
the UK is unable to withdraw from a 
backstop regime, even if it goes on for 
a long time or is found to be 
intolerable. Many of us don’t think it 
will, and would accept the deal on the 
table, but you can understand the 
anxieties of those who are very 
suspicious of it. 

Is it so difficult to concede that a 
sovereign state can, if it wishes over 
time and without necessary progress 
on a new free trade agreement, 
unilaterally withdraw from a 
controversial compromise? Don’t you 
think we would find a way of doing 
that anyway? 

All in all, therefore, European 
friends, just think carefully before you 
tell Theresa May to go away without 
the concession she needs. One way or 
another, the consequences will come 
back to hit you, as well as us. 


No, obesity is not the new climate change 


Don’t compromise 
on love 


Telegraph readers are insightful and intelligent. 

So why shouldn't their partners be? 

While it's important to celebrate our differences 
(variety is the spice of life, after all), when it comes down 
to it, it's the values we share that are most crucial when 
searching for love. Knowing someone's already on your 
wavelength makes it that much easier to connect. 

That's why Telegraph Dating is a reader-to-reader 
service. We match our readers based on shared values 
and common goals and, with more than 67,000 
members, we're confident we can help you find love 
this festive season. 

As a subscriber, you can read and send unlimited 
messages, get up to 1,000 matches, view your matches' 
photos, and see everyone who has viewed your profile. 
Your perfect match may be only a click away. 
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This latest fatuous 
comparison is patently 
absurd, and undermines 
personal responsibility 


ROSS CLARK 


L ook around any developed 
country and it is obvious that 
there are a lot of people who eat 
too much. But there is another 
affliction of modern societies that too 
often gets overlooked: the greed for 
attention. If members of the Lancet 
Commission on Obesity had a taste for 
food as great as their appetite for 
hyperbole, their bellies would prevent 
them getting near a dining table. 

In a paper published this week, they 
claim that obesity, along with 
undernutrition (in the developing 
world) and climate change, are all 
pandemics which make up a “Global 
Syndemic” - which, they helpfully 
explain, is a “synergy” of pandemics. 

It is difficult to know where to begin 



with this vast tureen of academic 
gobbledegook, but let’s start by 
examining the “pandemic” of under¬ 
nutrition. I don’t like to think of 
anyone going hungry in the world, but 
how can something be a pandemic 
when it has fallen markedly in recent 
decades? Hunger, according to the UN, 
has gone from afflicting 18.6 per cent 
of the world’s population in 1991 to 
10.9 per cent in 2017. Using the word 
“pandemic” for obesity is also 
objectionable - it applies a term 
associated with infectious disease to 
what is largely a behavioural issue. 

But perhaps the biggest issue is 
trying to compare obesity to climate 
change. It is nonsense. Obesity may be 
widespread, but it is still an individual 
problem. Anyone who is overweight, 
and who has the mental capacity to 
make decisions over what they eat, has 
their personal obesity problem in their 
own hands. However difficult they 
may find it to do, ultimately they can 
solve that problem by eating less, 
taking more exercise or a mixture of 
both. Climate change is fundamentally 
different in that none of us can solve 
the problem on our own. I can cut my 
own emissions by giving up my car, 
but that will have a negligible effect on 
global emissions. 

I can’t help thinking that one reason 


members of the Lancet Commission 
might want to compare obesity to 
climate change is that they want to 
shout their own importance. Perhaps 
they envy the round of global 
conferences on climate change, the 
swell of government money and 
celebrity which comes the way of 
scientists and campaigners working in 
that field, and they want a thick slice of 
the pie for themselves? 

Global agreements on climate 
change might at least help to stimulate 
the development of cleaner forms of 
energy - maybe enough even to negate 
the clouds of C02 emitted by the 
climate change elite as they swarm 
around the world by jet. But 
conferences, treaties and global 
programmes on obesity? The whole 
idea stirs the pit of my stomach. Try to 
turn obesity into a global problem 
which can only by solved by treaty and 
you send out a powerful message: that 
it isn’t our fault if we are fat, it is the 
whole world’s fault. It will end up 
disempowering individuals. 

The Lancet Commission proposes a 
regulatory clampdown on large food 
companies, which it wants to 
reformulate their products. Yet the 
most obese nation in the world, the 
Pacific island of Tonga, does not have 
an especially high intake of processed 


food. Neither does Egypt, which ranks 
as the most obese large nation. You 
can get fat on any food - bean curd 
included - if you eat too much of it. 

Neither can any government lay 
down how much we should each be 
eating. Threats by our own 
government to legislate to limit the 
calories in restaurant puddings are 
pathetic - they ignore the fact that a 
portion which fills up an octogenarian 
who has been knitting all afternoon 
would leave a 17-year-old who has been 
playing rugby wilting with hunger. 

The only way obesity can sensibly be 
tackled is to educate people about diet 
and emphasise that their weight will 
depend on their own choices. Self- 
restraint might not be easy when we 
are surrounded by plenty and yet still 
retain our genetically programmed 
impulse, embedded through centuries 
of scarcity, to take best advantage of 
what eating opportunities arise. But 
personal responsibility is worth any 
number of laws. 

I am not one to value religion over 
science, but treating gluttony as a 
mortal sin does seem to me to get a 
little closer to the truth than trying to 
shift the blame for mass obesity onto 
global corporations or abstract causes. 
Obesity is not so much a syndemic as a 
sindemic. 
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Letters to the Editor 
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The country needs 
clarity on Brexit 

I t is almost certainly too much to ask; but 
might it be possible by the end of today to 
know the direction in which Brexit is 
headed? A succession of amendments is to be 
voted upon in the Commons that could 
indicate where the centre of gravity lies in 
Parliament for an agreed approach. 

But it is just as likely that no option can get 
through. This has happened before, if not in such 
parlous circumstances. The Labour government in 
2003 put seven different proposals for House of 
Lords reform to a vote in the Commons and every 
one was rejected. As a consequence, nothing has 
happened to this day. 

With the deadline for the UK’s departure from 
the EU looming ever closer, such procrastination is 
not feasible. The current position is that we leave 
on March 29, and while it has often been said that 
this would not be acceptable to Parliament this has 
yet to be tested in a vote. Might it be today? Among 
more than a dozen amendments, one tabled by 
Conservative MP Dame Caroline Spelman and 
Labour’s Jack Dromey would prevent the UK 
leaving the EU without an agreement. 

Although it is not binding, it would constrain the 
Government’s opportunities for securing last- 
minute concessions from the EU since it removes 
the very concept of “last-minute” from the 
timetable and avoids the risk of a cliff-edge Brexit 
that might yet be the UK’s strongest bargaining 
chip. In addition, Labour may today formally back 
an amendment tabled by Yvette Cooper to seek a 
delay to Brexit; but that still does not tell us what 
sort of deal MPs would support. 

Another amendment, championed by Sir 
Graham Brady, chairman of the 1922 backbench 
committee of Tory MPs, would require the 
contentious Irish border backstop to be replaced 
with “alternative arrangements to avoid a hard 
border”, but would otherwise support the Prime 
Minister’s deal. After much havering, Downing 
Street is now urging Tory MPs to accept this 
amendment, but it does not have the backing of 
Brexiteers because it fails to commit the 
Government to reopen talks about the legal text. 

No 10 concedes that the Withdrawal Agreement 
will have to be changed but needs to say precisely 
how. If Mrs May is sympathetic to the call to 
renegotiate the backstop, as Boris Johnson 
suggested yesterday, she should table a 
Government motion to that effect. The country is 
weary of guessing. It is time for clarity. 

Trump on Venezuela 

F or an American president who set his face 
against interfering in other countries to bring 
about regime change, Donald Trump’s 
actions in Venezuela mark a significant departure. 
He has withdrawn Washington’s recognition of 
the government of Nicolas Maduro and thrown the 
weight of the US behind the opposition leader 
Juan Guaido. 

The Left, who revered Mr Maduro’s mentor 
Hugo Chavez, have predictably denounced this as 
a US-backed coup. But Mr Trump is not acting in 
isolation. Other Latin American countries, bearing 
the brunt of the refugee crisis triggered by 
Maduro’s mishandling of the economy, want him 
out. So, too, do many EU countries, including 
Britain, who have joined Mr Trump in demanding 
fresh elections - this time, unlike last, free and fair. 
Jeremy Hunt, the Foreign Secretary, has said that if 
there are no new elections announced by next 
week, the UK will recognise Mr Guaido as interim 
president “to take forward the political process 
towards democracy”. 

But while it is all well and good to denounce Mr 
Maduro for presiding over an economic and 
humanitarian catastrophe, the Americans and their 
allies need to be prepared for what might happen 
next. Washington wants Latin American countries 
like Brazil to spearhead a multilateral diplomatic 
approach to squeeze Mr Maduro. But the people of 
Venezuela are being invited to rise up against a 
government which still controls the security 
forces, with all the consequences that could entail. 

Mr Trump says he is on the side of democracy 
and the people of Venezuela. But if Mr Maduro 
refuses to step aside, is the president ready to 
demonstrate that support with more than words? 

Black market basil 


I n 10 years’ time, the streets will rumble to the 
noise of iron-bound wheels, for no rubber from 
abroad for tyres will get through our seized-up 
ports. The skies will be silent because international 
flight agreements will have lapsed. Barefoot 
children will fight for nutty slack on the seashore, 
as no gas will be imported across the Channel. An 
orange will be a lottery prize and a banana a thing 
of wonder. Cheap cotton clothes will be replaced 
by coarse grey woollen homespun. There’ll be no 
paper for books. Basil will be available only on the 
black market. This prognostication is of course 
absurd. But it is no more absurd than the claim we 
report today that 12,000 people will die of heart 
attacks in the next decade because higher fruit 
prices will dissuade them from eating their five a 
day. Such Project Fear tales are now beyond a joke. 
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Never mind the backstop, the whole deal’s a deceit on the British people 


sir - If no deal was - contrary to the 
Government’s stated position and the 
legislation enacted by Parliament - 
always considered worse than a bad 
deal, we’d know why the negotiations 
resulted in a terrible deal. 

The Government and a majority of 
MPs have wilfully perpetrated a deceit 
on the British people, who will no 
doubt take their revenge at the next 
election. 

Philip Duly 
Haslemere, Surrey 

sir - The 2016 referendum involved a 
promise from those who govern to 
those who are governed to the effect 
that the former would implement the 
instruction given by the latter. That 
instruction was subsequently brought 
into law by primary legislation. 

Those who now seek to frustrate 
that promise might reflect on the 
possible consequences of their actions. 
The rule of law depends upon an 
implicit relationship of trust between 
the ruler and the ruled based on the 
idea that the law cannot be improperly 


Guilt with no evidence 

sir - The Archbishop of Canterbury 
sits as a privy counsellor and is 
regarded as primus inter pares among 
bishops. 

Two independent commissions 
have found that allegations against the 
late Bishop Bell (Charles Moore, 
Comment, January 28) cannot be 
sustained. 

The Archbishop begs to disagree. 
His contention is that, since an 
unnamed lady was brave enough to 
make the accusation, then it must take 
precedence over the detailed, 
objective investigations undertaken. 

This is astonishing. I suggest a long 
solitary retreat to consider his present 
untenable position on the matter. 
James Bishop 
Wincanton, Somerset 


Electronic armour 

sir - With reference to your report 
“Keyless tech puts new cars at risk of 
theft” (January 28), keeping electronic 
keys in a signal-blocking pouch 
protects the vehicle from theft as 
thieves cannot intercept the signal. 
The pouches also prevent cloning of 
contactless technology, as well as 
blocking mobile phone signals. 

I obtained mine from a local 
Neighbourhood Watch for £5. 
Andrew Spanner 
Watford, Hertfordshire 

sir - 1 have a lock on my phone and a 
lock on my apps. I keep my phone on a 
chain and bells fixed to my belt. 

There are other security measures I 
can take. 

Why do drivers rely on one method 
of security? I never see any locks for 
steering wheels or gear levers. 
Bernard Powell 
Southport, Lancashire 


Unexpected guests 

sir - Ted Shorter (Letters, January 28) 
wonders why so many people in 
television soap operas who have fallen 
out with their families turn up with 
their life possessions in a bin bag, to 
kip on a neighbour’s sofa. 

Perhaps soap-opera characters in 
need of refuge turn to their friends. 
Jan Bardey 
Kineton, Warwickshire 

sir - Ted Shorter mentions carrying 
one’s possessions in a bin bag. My 
friends and family must pray I never 
turn up on their doorstep bereft of 
lodgings as I rarely knowingly travel 
light. 

Heather M Tanner 

Earl Soham, Suffolk 


manipulated to meet the sectional 
interests of small groups of people. 

The risk run by those who seek to 
stop the Brexit process is that an idea 
might start to germinate: “If the 
Government does not obey the law, 
why should I?” 

If that idea spreads, then the adverse 
consequences of Brexit, at its worst, 
will seem like a walk in the park. 

Anthony Crean QC 

Oxford 

sir - A “Citizens’ Assembly” can break 
the current impasse on Brexit, and 
recreate trust in representative 
democracy. 

On Brexit, public debates too often 
reflect two unreconciled blocs of 
opinion. We urgently need a more 
diverse range of views to be weighed, 
taken seriously, and debated to a 
conclusion. A Citizens’ Assembly does 
that. Experience shows it works in 
reaching conclusions which carry 
public confidence, and in reconciling 
division. 

Many feel a disconnection between 


sir - You report (January 27) that 
Orkney has been named as the best 
place to live in the United Kingdom. 
Could this have anything to do with 


sir - You report (January 25) that 
students at St Catherine’s College, 
Oxford, are no longer willing to stand 
up for the entry of the master and 
guests at formal dinners. 

It is customary in many institutions 
for more junior members to stand up 
for the entry of senior members on 
formal occasions. I am a town 
councillor, and all councillors stand 
when the mayor arrives at the 
beginning of every full council 
meeting. It is a mark of respect for the 
office or position, not for any 
particular person. 

Such customs do not in any way 
inhibit the effectiveness of the 
institution concerned but simply 
underpin the manner in which 
business is conducted. They underline 
the need for civility in public 
discourse - something that we are in 
danger of losing. 

The students of St Catherine’s would 
be better off campaigning on serious 
issues, rather than indulging in empty 
gesture politics. 

Roderick McCulloch 
Chesham, Buckinghamshire 

sir - As a result of the 1944 Education 
Act, many young people were given 
the opportunity to go to university on 


Parliament and the public. The answer 
is not to weaponise the idea of “the 
people” against their elected 
representatives. It is to involve the 
electorate in a debate which influences 
and shapes a final parliamentary 
decision, without removing the 
decision from it. 

It is not too late. The process could 
be completed in three months. There 
would need to be an extension of the 
Article 50 notice. 

Lasting cynicism about national 
politics will be a likely outcome of 
how Brexit was done. It is in our 
hands to avoid that. Referring Brexit 
to a Citizens’ Assembly would 
reconnect with the public and 
revitalise the parliamentary process. 
We urge our political leaders to make 
this happen now. 

Rowan Williams 
Dan Snow 
Chris Addison 
George Monbiot 
Rabbi Richard Jacobi 
Lord Faulkner 

and 20 others; see telegraph.co.uk 


the fact that it is also almost the 
furthest from Westminster? 
Anthony Faulkner 
Lavenham, Suffolk 


grants or county scholarships, when 
previously they would never had the 
chance. 

They were grateful to go to these 
seats of learning - especially the 
ancient ones - and so readily accepted 
the customs. It was understood that 
you wore gowns for formal hall and 
stood while Latin grace was said. 
Students also followed the rules on 
formal dress at ceremonies and 
examinations, recognised that 
speakers from a wide range of political 
beliefs should be welcome at debating 
societies, and even kept off the grass in 
quadrangles or courts. 

Today, university applicants have 
access to plenty of literature on all 
institutions. If they do not like the 
course, cultural ethos or traditions of a 
particular university, they should not 
apply there. In the case of Oxbridge, 
those who apply because they want to 
change the system - if necessary by 
showing discourtesy to staff or 
distinguished visitors - would perhaps 
be better off elsewhere. Such is the 
competition that there will be many 
other applicants with top grades who 
would jump at the opportunity of a 
place, and work hard for a good degree. 
Hubert Pragnell 
Canterbury, Kent 


Proms tampering 

sir - The Henry Wood Promenade 
concerts have long been recognised as 
a music festival of excellence, 
providing a platform for orchestras 
and artists from all over the world. 

The backbone of these summer 
celebrations has been the BBC and its 
unique symphony orchestra. Now the 
contract for televising some concerts 
has been awarded out-of-house, in an 
attempt to reach more “diverse” 
audiences (report, January 26). 

Continuing to tamper with the ethos 
of the Proms - which is first and 
foremost a live concert experience - is 
short-sighted. Why not offer schools 
cheaper tickets and introduce a new 
generation to live concerts? 

Avril Wright 
Snettisham, Norfolk 


Phoney war on plastic 

sir -1 returned to Britain several 
months after the airing of Sir David 
Attenborough’s ground-breaking 
programme highlighting the misuse of 
plastic in our societies. 

I applauded the voluntary cessation 
of the use of plastic straws in several 
high-street fast-food establishments 
and coffee shops - a token gesture, but 
welcome none the less. 

I was looking forward to seeing 
sweeping changes in supermarkets on 
my latest visit. However, I can buy 
little produce loose - and what is 
available generally has to go in plastic 
bags. Everything else is sold in plastic 
trays with film covering. Most tell me 
to check whether the tray can be 
recycled locally, and that the film is 
not recyclable. Needless to say I have 
not contacted my local council, and I 
doubt I am alone in being so remiss. 

I live in Canada, where some 
produce comes packaged but most 
does not. Certainly none is sold in 
plastic trays with plastic film. Is this 
not possible here? 

Richard Gibson 
Standlake, Oxfordshire 

sir - In order to advertise its green 
credentials, Sainsbury’s (and its 
competitors) is reducing its use of 
plastic film and excessive packaging - 
or so we thought. 

On checking the fridge for lunch the 
other day, I found the Scotch egg that 
my wife had promised. I was delighted 
to see that it was wrapped in a paper 
bag, but just before I put this in the 
recycling bin I noticed that it was 
made from “mixed materials” that are 
not currently recyclable. 

It appears that Sainsbury’s has 
ditched lightweight, non-recyclable 
plastic for heavier pseudo-paper that is 
still not recyclable. 

Bob Hearne 
Winscombe, Somerset 

sir - You report (January 28) that 
Morrisons is to introduce paper bags. 

How novel. I wonder if they will be 
like the ones we used in the Fifties. 
Ken Stevens 

Sonning Common, Oxfordshire 


Lady vs woman 

sir - Sam Kelly (Letters, January 25) 
accuses Fiona Bruce and David 
Dimbleby of “discourtesy” in 
describing Question Time audience 
members as “the man at the back” or 
“the woman in the green top”. 

He is clearly unaware of a subtle 
social nicety. I am a doctor’s daughter, 
and the granddaughter of a vicar, and 
was taught that for people of similar or 
superior social standing I should use 
“man” or “woman”, rather than “lady” 
or “gentleman”. 

I have done this all my life (I am in 
my 70s). It is not discourtesy, but it is 
certainly an old-fashioned marker of 
perceived status. 

Anne Ballard 

Great Missenden, Buckinghamshire 



Orkney's neolithic Standing Stones of Stenness form one of Britain's oldest henge sites 


Et in Orcadia ego - happiness in the far north 


Ancient customs are worth standing up for 


Europe’s technocratic soul can’t inspire patriots 


Remainers are struggling 
to conjure up a positive 
case for the EU because 
no such thing exists 



A poll shows that opinions of the 
EU have worsened among all 
voters since the referendum 
- even “devastated pessimists” who 
want to stay in. This is no surprise. 
Brussels has been beastly to us for two 
years, while the continuing Remain 
campaign is predicated entirely on 
saying Britain is rubbish and can’t run 
its own affairs. The idealistic case for 
staying in the EU hasn’t been made 
and can’t be made because it doesn’t 
exist. Attempts to conjure one up only 
prove the point. 

Thirty of our continent’s 
intellectuals - among them, Svetlana 
Alexievich, Milan Kundera and Simon 
Schama - have written a manifesto in 
defence of the “European idea”, and it’s 
a reminder that you should never read 
anything your heroes publish in The 
Guardian. They’ll only disappoint you. 

If the populists surge in the EU 
elections in May, say the intellectuals, 
it’ll represent the victory of barbarism 
over “intelligence and culture” - the 


triumph of “abstractions” such as 
“identity” and “soul”, which “often 
only exist in the imagination of 
demagogues”. We must stand up as 
“European patriots” against the 
greatest challenge “since the 1930s” 
and come to the defence of... what? 
Well, the letter isn’t exactly clear. The 
geniuses are far more certain of what 
they’re against than what they’re for. 

What is Europe? It’s not the EU, 
which isn’t mentioned by name in the 
letter - so, who does speak for the 
project? Where are its borders? The 
EU keeps spreading, like Manifest 
Destiny twinned with the Eurovision 
Song Contest, but if Ukraine is within 
our grasp, why isn’t Russia? The 
intellectuals “believe in the legacy of 
Erasmus, Dante, Goethe and 
Comenius” (each of whom very much 
believed they had a soul), but what of 
Robespierre or Nietzsche? 

On Holocaust memorial day, Guy 
Verhofstadt tweeted that the slaughter 
of the six million was a reminder of the 
evils of nationalism and populism, and 
no one could argue with that. But can’t 
he see that for some of us it’s also a 
black mark against Europe itself? 
When MP Mark Francois said his dad 
stood up to Hitler, and Britain would 
do the same again if needs be, the 
smart folk laughed - but, actually, to a 
lot of older Britons, authoritarianism 
and Europeanness are closely linked, 
and their island identity is rooted in a 
collective memory of “standing alone” 
against them. 

Contrary to what the intellectuals 
argue, identity is real in the way love is 


real: you can’t touch it, you can’t 
weigh it and you can’t feed your family 
with it but, my God, people will fight 
for it. This is an element of the soul - 
the hunger for meaning - and I’m 
astonished that 30 brilliant academics 
and artists, whose source material is 
humanity, can deny it exists. Isn’t that 
what drew thousands of Britons to 
Spain in the Thirties, to fight for 
democracy or socialism, for a cause 
that transcended the self? “Madrid is 
the heart”, wrote WH Auden of that 
frenzy of hope, “The suicide pact, the 
romantic death.” 

Where is Marx in the letter? I’d 
wager more communists died in 
Catalonia than fans of the Common 
Agricultural Policy. More important, 
where is Christ or St Paul? The Jewish, 
Graeco-Roman faith represents the 
Europe I would be prepared to die for, 
defined not by geography or race but 
by spirit (St Augustine is the model: a 
Berber, a Roman Catholic, a bishop in 
North Africa). Christianity has been 
hijacked by demagogues throughout 
history, indisputably, but what the 
thugs and the secularists forget is that 
faith is not just an identity but also a 
conscience. It’s what forced Thomas 
More to defy Henry VIII; it’s what 
compelled religious Germans to 
protest against Hitler’s euthanasia 
programme. In 1935, the Nazis 
outlawed the Jehovah’s Witnesses 
because this odd little group refused to 
join the military or submit to the 
regime. They remained loyal to their 
soul; around 1,500 were murdered. 

But there’s no Jesus in the 


intellectuals’ letter, because all they 
can imagine is a post-faith, post¬ 
ideology Europe that stands not for 
something but against everything else. 

The dream of a European polity died 
when member states failed to put God 
in the new EU constitution. Without 
the spirit, what is left? Ironically, it’s a 
Europe of pure abstraction, a 
technocratic perversion of “from sea 
to shining sea”, the dream that 
someday we shall all be united by the 
same tax code. By contrast, what the 
populists are arguing for is tangible: 
the re-emergence of national borders. 

Here in Britain we sit behind the 
natural sea barrier that has always 
kept us psychologically slightly 
removed from the continent, a 
stubborn, self-obsessed people who 
wind up the world. I heard a 
wonderful old aphorism the other day: 
“An Englishman will burn his beard to 
kill a flea.” That sums up Brexit nicely, 
and suggests that for all the lip service 
paid towards globalisation and 
progress - “we are not an island!” - in 
the midst of a crisis, everyone reverts 
to type. The British are burning their 
beards; the Germans are bossy; the 
French are in the streets. One reason 
why the EU doesn’t work is it tries to 
deny the nature of Europe itself - a 
messy, quarrelsome continent that, 
without God, can be utterly abysmal. 
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Puzzles, mind games and Telegraph Toughie 


Puzzles Test your wits with our famous crosswords puzzles.telegraph.co.uk 


Sudoku 


To solve this 
puzzle each 
3x3 box, 
each row 
and each 
column must 
contain all 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9. 
There are 
numerous 
strategies 
to help you 
solve sudoku. 
For tips visit 
sudoku.org. 
uk. 

Solution 

published 

tomorrow. 


Moderate No 4146 Gentle No 4393 
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Killer Sudoku 


Your clues 
are the caged 
numbers that 
represent the 
sum of the 
numbers 
within the 
cage. As in 
standard 
sudoku, each 
3x3 box, 
each row 
and each 
column must 
contain all 
the numbers 
Ito 9. 

Solution 

published 

tomorrow. 
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Sudoku Solution For today's Sudoku No. 4393 solution call 0905 757 0136. Calls cost £1 per minute, services open Mon - Fri. SP: Spoke - 0333 202 3390. 


Codewords 


Mind Gym No 2943 


Kakuro 


Moderate No 3454 


Numbers are substituted 
for letters in this 
crossword grid. In the 
smaller key grid some 
letters are solved. 

Use these as clues to 
complete your first word. 
This will solve more 
letters that you can then 


enter in the key grid and 
main grid. Check the 
letters on the alphabet list 
as you complete them. 
Codewords contains 
names as well as some 
well-known phrases. 
Solution published 
| tomorrow. 



For today's codewords solutions call 0905 757 0131. For up to five extra letter clues call 
0905 757 0130. Calls cost £1 per minute, plus network extras, services open Mon - Fri. 


Start on the left with the given number and work your way across following the 
instructions in each cell. Target time: 30 seconds. Solution below. 
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4/9 OF 
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3/4 OF 
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5/6 OF 
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9/11 OF 
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x26 
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-159 
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Polyword 


Mini Sudoku 


Gentle No 2711 


Using the given letters no more 
than once, make as many words as 
possible of four or more letters, 
always including the central letter. 
Capitalised words and plurals are 
disallowed. You can also make one 
word using all the nine available 
letters. Solution tomorrow. 

How did you rate? 

14 words - Average, 18 - Good, 

22 - Very good, 26 - Excellent. 



Fill in the grid in such a way that every 
row and column and every 2x3 box 
contains the numbers 1-6. Solution 
published tomorrow. 
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Enjoy your favourite Telegraph puzzles online. We have more than 17,000 puzzles 
in our massive online archive. Visit puzzles.telegraph.co.uk for a free trial. 


To solve kakuro you must 
enter a number between 
1 and 9 in the empty 
squares without repeating 
a digit. The clues are the 
numbers on the black 
squares and are the sum 
of the solution numbers. 
The clue pointers indicate 


the direction of the 
answers. A block of two 
squares with a clue of 3 
will solve as 2,1 and a 5 
will produce 4,1 or 2,3. A 4 
can only be 1,3, never 2,2. 

Solution published 
tomorrow. 



Anagrams 

Each of the anagrams below spells out the name of a 
type of picture. Solution tomorrow. 

CANDLE SPA 
OUT SHELTIE 

EUROCRAT OWL_ 


Yesterday’s solutions 
Sudoku No 4145 


7 6 5 
3 8 __ 4 ^ 

2 9 1 


Sudoku No 4392 


Kakuro No 3453 



Mini Sudoku No 2710 
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Killer Sudoku No 2713 


Polyword: Arrogance, carnage, acrogen, grocer, garcon, corner, cornea, conger, arcane, racon, racer, ocrea, ocean, nacre, grace, crore, crone, crane, corer, conge, 
conga, cargo, carer, canoe, caner, areca, acorn, race, orca, once, crag, corn, core, cone, cero, carr, care, cane, cage, arco, acre, acne, acer. 


Anagrams: 1. Disaster 2. Adversity 3. Catastrophe. 
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Enjoy all 
your favourite 
puzzles online 

If you haven't joined yet, 
try our free trial now at 

puzzles.telegraph.co.uk 


Toughie No 2166 



Telegraph Toughie No2i67 
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Across 

I Old man in mine, he is unable 
to regularly take hard work (15) 

9 Coats, for example, being 
dated, we are modelling to get 
right (9) 

10 No introduction of butter in 
cooked bistro dish (5) 

II Embraced by grandmother, 
Queen Victoria returned in a 
blissful state (7) 

12 In the air, uncertain when girl 
will have left (7) 

13 Large bird in Truro cathedral (3) 

14 Laver perhaps as selected 
player held in respect? On the 
contrary (7) 

17 In French red wine, English 
find friendly relations (7) 

19 One thousand were sitting, 
set as a task (7) 

22 Second stop in NCP, say, by 
learner with electronic dash (7) 

24 Devour repasts regularly (3) 

25 Archdeacon in terrible rage 
gets one retaliating (7) 

26 Supposes former exercise 
before court succeeded (7) 

28 In this state I had to return 
nothing (5) 

29 Ad-lib production of 
optimum PR (9) 

30 Despite having to sit, 
presumably? (15) 


Down 

11n favour of philosopher no 
one thanks over forecast (15) 

2 Short king with gold for 
teacher(5) 

3 Runny brie consumed when 
drunk (7) 

4 Lincoln meets fat French 
cleric (7) 

5 Three-nation stand (7) 

6 Unusual crunched cheese 
dish (7) 

7 Boris, perhaps, taking rope to 
Alaska (9) 

8 Food is served up after holy 
man becomes exhausted in 
former capital (5,10) 

15 Dessert's earlier temperature 
has become cold; this upset 
could throw plans into 
confusion (5-4) 

16 One from Genesis that has 
an echo just the same (3) 

18 Pinch tot (3) 

20 Italy to engage men first, its 
own men (7) 

21 Oil is hot for fraternity 
member (7) 

22 Rise of leading Tory 
moderates simmering here? (7) 

23 Measure of acidity in a once 
lost instrument (7) 

27 Limit religious teaching in 
island (5) 


Help with clues Single clues 0905 757 0126. All Across/Down clues 0905 757 0127. 
Calls cost £1 per minute, plus network extras. Service open Mon-Fri. Spoke, 43 Whitfield St, London WIT 4HD 
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W ander theTateside 
streets of Riva delGa 


Beautiful Italian Lakes 


®lje tTdcQrapl) ♦ travel solutions 

Tours 


Enjoy tradition, culture, beautiful landscapes and pleasant climates on one 
of these luxurious tours. From the dramatic scenery of Lake Como to the 
medieval delights of Verona, you will find your appetite for new experiences 
satisfied with our trusted partner, Riviera Travel. 


All tours include: 


^ 03301341135 


^ telegraph.co.uk/tt-laketour 


Lake Garda, Venice and Verona 

Eight days' halfboard from £599pp 

Marvel at the clear blue waters of Lake Garda, then visit beautiful 
Venice, a unique city full of cultural delights. Conclude your journey in 
fair Verona, the city of Romeo and Juliet. 

Selected departures from April to October 2019 

Lake Como, St Moritz and the Bernina Express 

Eight days from £799pp 

Explore Lake Como - one of the most beautiful lakes in the world - plus 
the iconic alpine scenery of northern Italy and Switzerland as you journey 
on the Bernina Express through the Swiss Alps to St Moritz. 

Selected departures from April to October 2019 

Lake Maggiore, Orta and the Matterhorn 

Eight days' half board from £999pp 

The tour gives you the chance to marvel at stunning Lake Maggiore, 
charming Lake Orta and the spectacular Matterhorn. You will also cruise 
the region's enchanting islands and witness amazing alpine scenery. 

Selected departures from May to October 2019 


♦ Return flight from a selection of UK airports and hotel transfers 

♦ Stay at superb three to four-star superior hotels, with breakfast and dinner* 

♦ A programme of included tours and excursions ♦ Fully escorted by a 
dedicated and professional tour manager 


Terms and conditions: *For Lake Como, stays at the Grand Hotel Menaggio are on a bed-and-breakfast basis, with dining options available. Calls are charged at local rates. Lines are open Mon-Fri 9am-7pm, Sat-Sun 10am-4pm. Prices based on two sharing and are correct at time of printing. Supplement may apply for single rooms. 
Travel insurance not included. Holiday provided by Riviera Travel (Co no 1869298), ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430 protected, a company wholly independent of Telegraph Media Group Limited. Terms and conditions apply. Visit telegraph.co.uk/tt-traveltcs. See the Data Protection Notice in today's Personal Column. 
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You’re ‘avin a laff 

William Sitwell on the 
truth about ‘Eton 
mockney’ accents 

Page 19 


Celia Walden 

Teenage suicide is 
our problem - not just 
that of social networks 

Page 19 


Charity appeal 

‘My day on the 
front line with Britain’s 
busiest firefighters’ 

Page21 


Has MeToo finally 
reached the kitchen? 


He was known as a ‘good guy’, but TV chef Dan Doherty now stands accused 
of sexual harassment. Asma Khan urges more women to break their silence 


At the start of this year, I appeared 
as a guest on a podcast called The 
FoodTalk Show. Asked for my 
predictions for 2019,1 hoped that 
this would be the year that MeToo 
reached restaurant kitchens. The 
movement until then had seen 
women speak out about sexual 
abuse and harassment in a number 
of industries. But, to this point, not 
in mine. Which was not to say it 
didn’t exist. 

I am founder and head chef at 
Darjeeling Express in Soho in 
London, where I run an all-female 
kitchen with women who cook the 
way I do. I’d heard so many horror 
stories from women in some of the 
best kitchens in the country, but in 
the podcast on Jan 3,1 observed that 
they never spoke out. 

“You need one person to break 
the silence, and I hope this year will 
be that year,” I said then. 

Well, it seems that I’ve been 



Yesterday, a statement released by 
The Royal Oak confirmed that the 
chef, who was the subject of an 
external company investigation, was 
no longer working with them “with 
immediate effect”. It has also been 
confirmed that Doherty’s partners in a 
New York city restaurant opening 
have “severed ties” with the chef. 

The fresh-faced 33-year-old, a 
former head chef at Duck and Waffle 
in London, has always been seen as 
one of the good guys. He’s been a 
supporter and ambassador for the 
Action Against Hunger charity, and 
has written about the “mutual 
support” that he says exists 
within the industry. 

But the explosive nature 
of the claims in this story 
do not surprise me one 
bit. I’ve long been 
aware of the 
exploitation, violence 
and abuse that goes on 


proved correct. This week it was 
reported Dan Doherty, a celebrity 
chef and a judge on the BBC One 
show Britain’s Best Home Cook, with 
Mary Berry, had left his gastropub, 
The Royal Oak in Marylebone, 
London, for a month in November 
after allegations he’d sexually 
harassed a female staff member. He 
was also alleged to have told workers 
he wanted to see them “without their 
kitchen whites on”. 

In a statement responding to the 
claims, Doherty has said he “would 
never intentionally make offensive 
comments to anyone I work with, 
female or male. I have apologised 
to the whole team for any 
offence I may have 
inadvertently caused. It would 
never be my intention”, and 
announced on Twitter that 
he had “decided to step 
away” from the second 
series of the BBC show. 


Dan Doherty, right, 
has stood down. 
Asma Khan, below, 
says the culture in 
kitchens is abusive 


behind the scenes of so many top 
restaurants. And the tales I’ve been 
told by other women in the trade 
would do more than put you off 
your food. 

I know of one woman who worked 
in a top, fine dining establishment in 
an upmarket neighbourhood of 
London. Each day when she arrived 
at her workplace, the morning ritual 
to which she was subjected was a 
huge, hard slap on the back of the 
head from the head chef. It was 
obvious the violence, not to 
mention the power imbalance, gave 
him pleasure. 

Another chef told me she’d been 
sent inappropriate and suggestive 
text messages by a celebrity chef 
whom she worked for. But she was 
too scared to breathe a word of it, 
fearing she’d never get a reference. 
Instead, she sat it out for a year 
until she found a better place to 
move on to. 

It’s not only physical and sexual 
abuse, but sometimes also racial. One 
female chef from South Africa was 
called a “black b—-” when she first 
came to work in a restaurant kitchen 
in London. Her colleagues who heard 
this just laughed. 

Meanwhile, a friend of mine will 
regularly walk into the kitchen she 
works in, where the chefs will pick 
her up, put her in the walk-in fridge 
and touch her up. 

There’s something like a wolf pack 
mentality at times, with the men 
ganging up to undermine the status of 
the (very few) female chefs they work 
with. A lot of women keep quiet and 
accept this, out of fear they’ll be 
sacked, or from shame. 

I know of one very young and 
innocent woman who complained to 
the female owner of a top restaurant 
about bullying from the male chefs. It 
was the victim who was sacked. 
Another female chef suffered severe 



Each day 
when she 
arrived at 
work, she 
was 

subjected 
to a huge, 
hard slap 
on the 
back of 
the head 


burns to her hands when a male 
chef threw a boiling piece of meat 
across the kitchen at her face. In 
shielding her face, it was her hands 
that got seared. 

So how, you might wonder, 
have these men got away with it for 
so long? 

Some people point to the high- 
pressure working conditions, the 
long hours and the stressful 
environment that make many top 
kitchens hellholes of abuse. To me, 
these excuses are pathetic. The 
pressure in a kitchen is intense, 
that’s for sure. But if abusing 
someone else is your reaction, you 
ought to be in therapy and not 
working there at all. 

There still exists a culture of 
heavy drinking and drug-taking but, 
again, it can’t explain away the 
problem - although it’s arguably yet 

Continued on page 18 
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LIVING 


Philip May: 
Theresas 


real right- 
hand man 


After reports that he’s at the centre of a No 10 
rift, Camilla Tominey, Associate Editor, asks 
how much power the PM’s husband wields 


P hilip may’s face was 
almost as inscrutable as 
his wife’s as he watched 
the Government suffer 
the biggest 

parliamentary defeat in 
history from the public gallery. 

By avoiding eye contact 
throughout the exchange in the 
House of Commons, which saw Mrs 
May’s Withdrawal Agreement beaten 
by an unprecedented 230-vote 
majority, many assumed the Prime 
Minister might have broken down 
had she exchanged glances with the 
man she calls her “rock”. 

In fact, as a Downing Street insider 
later revealed, quite the opposite was 
true. Inadvertently giving a telling 
insight into her 38-year marriage, the 
source said the real reason she 
couldn’t bear to look up at Philip was 
not because he would spark tears - 
that’s not the way they operate. It 
was more a case that he’d give her 
that “look” and she’d start a fit of 
nervous laughter. 

While she shies away from 
discussing her private life, Mrs May 
has always been candid in discussing 
her relationship with the man she 
met at a Conservative dinner dance 
when they were at Oxford. 

Speaking about the death of her 
parents, she told BBC Radio 4’s 
Desert Island Discs that she had 
“huge support in my husband and 
that was very important for me”. She 
added: “He was a real rock for me - 
he has been all the time we’ve been 
married, but particularly then, of 
course, being faced with the loss of 


both parents within a relatively short 
space of time.” 

Yet with reports that the mild- 
mannered financier has caused a rift at 
Number 10 by thwarting the idea of 
winning Labour support for a customs 
union, just how much power does 
Philip May actually wield? 

Although Downing Street has 
dismissed as “utter bunkum” claims c 

that Mr May’s actions have sparked a \ 
row with Gavin Barwell, Mrs May’s = 
chief of staff, the rumours do raise ; 
intriguing questions about who really c 
wears the trousers in Downing Street. < 

Of course, this is nothing new. One ; 

Cabinet minister once pointed to 
Samantha Cameron, saying she was the ; 
driving force behind many policy \ 
decisions. Known for her socially 
liberal views, ministers joked that 
Samantha was such a strong influence = 
on her husband that she “will have a ^ 
more liberalising impact on Cameron c 
than Nick Clegg”. According to Tim 
Montgomerie, the political columnist, 
Samantha also had a “huge influence” 
on the decision to soften the 
Government’s hard-line approach on 
the Syrian refugee crisis. 

And one can’t imagine Cherie Blair 
ever holding back in Tony’s self-styled 
“kitchen cabinet” meetings. Denis 
Thatcher famously said the role of a 
political consort should be “always 
present, never there” and, according 
to insiders - that’s precisely how 
Philip, 61, plays it. 

One former aide described his 
“ninja like” ability to be ever present 
without anyone taking “the blindest 
bit of notice”. “Philip wields power, 


Power couple: Theresa and Philip May have been married since 1980, after meeting at a Conservative dinner dance while at Oxford 


but only when the PM wants him to. 
He’s always there but never in your 
face. I’ve never once seen him angry. 

“He’s cool, he’s calm, he’s clear - he 
never waffles. Everything he comes 
out with is useful and worth listening 
to. I remember at conference once he 
was running around making everyone 
tea. As a consequence, he hears 
everything that’s going on. That way, 
when everyone has left the room, the 
PM can turn to him and say: ‘Well, 
what do you think?”’ 

Although he has worked as a 
relationship manager for the financial 
group Capital International for more 


TRAVEL SOLUTIONS 


► Tours ” 


Bonifacio, Corsica 


Choose a 


Departs June to September 2019 


Join a wonderful two-centre holiday that combines these beautiful Mediterranean islands. Enjoy a three-night 
stay close to Sardinia's Costa Smeralda - famous for its sandy beaches and turquoise waters. Spend four nights 
in rugged Corsica and admire the dramatic landscapes. 


With some delightful included excursions, and plenty of time for rest and relaxation, this is the perfect way to 
discover two islands in one. 


♦ Tour the glitzy 'playground paradise' of the Costa Smeralda 

♦ Discover ancient Alghero and its offshore 'sleeping giant', Capo Caccia 

♦ Visit exquisite Bonifacio on Corsica and explore Napoleon's birthplace of Ajaccio on a guided tour 

Book today and secure your place for only £99 deposit per person. 


What’s included 

♦ Return flight to Olbia 

♦ Seven nights' half-board accommodation 

♦ Full touring itinerary 


♦ Ferry crossing from Sardinia to Corsica 

♦ Return transfer 


♦ The services of a friendly, experienced 
tour manager 


^ 0330 037 5617 and quote TRO 
^ telegraph.co.uk/tt-corsica 


Ml Newmarket 

1^1 Holidays 


Terms and conditions: ‘Applies to new bookings until Jan 31, 2019. Subject to availability and may be withdrawn at any time. For full terms and conditions, see 
www.newmarketholidays.co.uk/gift. Prices vary dependent on departure date and airport choice and are correct at time of going to press. Travel insurance not 
included. Calls are charged at a local rate. Price based on two people sharing. Single supplement applies. Holidays operated by, and your resulting contract will be 
with, Newmarket Holidays Ltd (registered in England no. 2238316) ABTA V7812, ATOL 2325, a company wholly independent of Telegraph Media Group Limited. Please 
refer to the Data Protection Notice in today's Personal Column. 


rlABTA 


than a decade, Philip has become 
an ever more visible presence at 
Number 10. When his wife took 
office, his employer issued a 
statement insisting: “He is not 
involved with, and doesn’t 
manage, money, and is not a 
portfolio manager. His job is to 
ensure the clients are happy 
with the service and that we 
understand their goals.” 

Indeed, workers based near 
his Belgravia office had grown 
used to the sight of the Prime 
Minister’s husband popping 
into the local Pret a Manger for 
a sandwich. But not as much 
since the last general election - a 
political move, incidentally, that Philip 
was vehemently opposed to. 

According to one impeccably placed 
source: “In the early days, when 
Theresa May had Nick and Pi [her 
former joint chiefs of staff, Nick 
Timothy and Liona Hill], you hardly 
saw Philip. He wasn’t really needed. 
But since the snap election he’s been 
on the scene a lot more, especially 


local Conservative Party Association 
in Wimbledon, it was Philip who was 
tipped to go into politics. He took a 
step back when Mrs May, 62, was 
elected as the MP for Maidenhead in 
1997, but has remained committed to 
the Tory cause. 

Hence that rumoured Number 10 
intervention last week. By reportedly 
siding with party chairman Brandon 
Lewis and Chief Whip Julian Smith 
in encouraging his wife to reach out 
to the Brexiteers in her own party 
- rather than the Opposition - the 
alleged ruckus serves as a reminder 
that Philip’s allegiances lie to the 
party as much as the woman running 
the country. 

As one source put it: “Philip would 
have been as capable a politician as 
Theresa. You could swap them out 
and he’d be just fine. He’s very 
knowledgeable and committed to the 
party. He would disappear for a few 
hours during the election campaign, 
and when you’d ask him where he’d 
been he’d say: ‘Just out canvassing’.” 

While it has long been said that 
Theresa May “doesn’t have any 
friends” inside or outside politics, in 
fact the couple enjoy what one 
insider described as a “typically Tory 
social circle”. 

“They will meet other couples for 
dinner. They are quite close to Simon 


‘If Philip’s happy, 
then the PM’s happy 
-it really is as 
simple as that’ 


since 

Nick and Pi left. He goes on foreign 
trips now because she doesn’t want to 
do them without him. It’s ironic really 
because he was fiercely opposed to the 
idea of having another election. He 
literally said to Theresa: ‘We’ve only 
just got here, we’ve only just unpacked 
the furniture, why are you doing 
this?’.” 

Having served as chairman of the 


Dudley, the leader of the council in 
Windsor and Maidenhead, and his 
wife. It’s all very old-school, blue- 
blooded Tory. You know, the sort of 
people who buy £500 of raffle 
tickets and run supper clubs and 
enjoy cream teas. Lor them, the 
Conservative Party is their life. And 
they wouldn’t have it any other way. 
They love going out and meeting 
people together.” 

Theresa also enjoys cooking for her 
husband - a small semblance of 
normality in her somewhat surreal 
world. As one aide revealed: “I 
remember the PM once delaying an 
important conference call because 
she had forgotten to make Philip 
his lunch. It was really rather 
touching, seeing how dedicated 
she is to him, even with 
everything else on her plate.” 

Another insider described 
how the “homely, cosy” decor at 
the Mays’ home in Sonning 
provided an insight into their 
private suburban world, where 
they enjoy gardening, watching 
quiz shows like The Chase and 
Eggheads and listening to Test 
Match Special on BBC Radio 4. 

Lormer grammar schoolboy 
Philip, who was brought up in 
Liverpool, also enjoys supporting 
<2 the Reds - leading to another 
intriguing anecdote about the 
couple. Recalling a lunch she had 
arranged with the Prime Minister 
and her husband, the hostess went to 
great lengths to ensure Philip was 
sitting next to a Liverpool fan, 
revealing: “I told the guests, if you 
want the PM to enjoy the lunch, keep 
Philip happy. If Philip’s happy, then 
the PM’s happy - it really is as simple 
as that.” 


Britain's Best Home Cook: Dan Doherty has 'decided to step away' from series two 


‘Slap a famous chef 
and you’re finished’ 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17 


another symptom. What lies behind 
this phenomenon is a culture where 
the head chef is king and operates 
within a network that’s a boys’ club 
in essence. 

For so many of the men in these 
roles, their work becomes one 
enormous ego trip, and they believe 
themselves to be unassailable. The 
celebrity chefs aren’t immune - quite 
the contrary - because the greater 
their profile, the less likely are victims 
to complain. 

If the culprit was a nobody, you 
would slap them and leave. But if you 
slap a famous chef you may never 
work again. 

And we’re talking about well- 
respected names here: men who, out 
of sight of the public, will 


aggressively pursue younger female 
colleagues, or send sexual pictures of 
themselves. 

Some female chefs have confessed 
to me they are even too ashamed to 
tell their parents or partners that 
they’re having a hard time in their 
workplace. They fear being 
ostracised, losing their jobs, or failing 
to progress in their careers. 

It’s notable that for women to do 
the latter, they tend to need to have a 
“patron saint”, who comes in the 
form of a male chef. Indeed, many of 


It’s rare to see a 
woman succeed on 
her own in the 
restaurant business 


the highly regarded female chefs in 
the industry today worked closely 
with male chefs before making it on 
their own. 

It’s rare to see a woman 
succeeding on her own in the 
restaurant business. This could be 
another factor, perhaps, that makes 
newcomers feel they must take the 
abuse and hang on in there until 
they’ve learnt enough to leave that 
kitchen and move on to a better 
environment. 

I came up through a different 
route myself, starting out with a 
supper club, which evolved into a 
restaurant, and the money behind it 
was my own. 

I don’t owe anyone for anything, 
but this is an unusual way in to the 
trade (not least because I’d first 
done a law degree). 

For those with more typical 
career paths it’s different, and 
bullies and abusers can hide in 
o plain sight. They’re looked up to 
and celebrated, revered. 

It takes a brave soul to object, 
especially when the owners of the 
restaurants are arguably complicit 
themselves. 

There’s been something of a 
deafening silence this week, 
following the claims against 
Doherty. Where are the messages of 
support or condemnation from all 
the other members of our industry? 
I can only assume they’re too 
scared. Or perhaps we are seeing 
them close ranks. 

Some female chefs visiting my 
restaurant break down in tears of 
disbelief: “My God, there’s no 
shouting here,” they say. Yes, the 
working conditions in some 
restaurants can be brutal - but they 
don’t have to be. 

Restaurants usually need more 
women working there, in part 
because there’s safety in numbers. 
When surrounded by a gang of 
male chefs, a woman can easily 
grow isolated. 

You need other people to stand 
by you, and what we need is a 
union of female chefs. To get our 
voices heard, we must all come 
together and let everybody know 
this: you touch one of us and you 
deal with us all. Together we can 
stamp out the abuse. 


As told to Rosa Silverman 




















































The Daily Telegraph Tuesday 29 January 2019 


PE/1M3 nOflrOTOBM/1A TPynnA "What's News" VK.COM/WSNWS 


19 






The tragic suicide 

of our teenagers is 

everyone’s business 


hen I was growing up, 
parents could often be 
overheard mourning the 
plight of teenagers who 
had “fallen in with a bad 
crowd”. You don’t hear 
that expression anymore because, in 
terms of peer groups that elicit and 
encourage immoral and criminal 
behaviour, there’s only really one “bad 
crowd” to worry about: social media. 

This virtual crowd doesn’t just target 
fragile or troubled teens, but children 
of any age and mindset from the second 
they’ve been introduced. And when it 
comes to identifying a child’s particular 
vulnerabilities and baiting them 
accordingly, social media’s a hell of a lot 
more wily and insistent than some 
clique of attention-seeking teenage 
reprobates - and able to use state-of- 
the-art technologies to push even the 
most well-adjusted over the edge. 

Fourteen-year-old Molly Russell had 
shown no signs of mental illness before 
she killed herself 14 months ago. In an 
interview on Sunday, her distraught 
father, Ian, described his youngest child 
as a “gorgeous” and “caring” girl who 
loved horse-riding and sailing, had just 
won the lead role in the school play and 
was drawing up a wish list of presents 
for her 15th birthday later that month. 

Yes, the police had discovered half a 
dozen mournful notes and a short story 
about a little sailing boat succumbing to 
a storm that suggested Molly might 
have struggled with bouts of 
depression, but I and every friend I’ve 
discussed this with wrote similar things 
at Molly’s age, when dips of depression 
and passive suicidal thoughts and 


“fantasies” can be normal - and fleeting. 

We’ll never know how fleeting 
Molly’s thoughts were, because 
something made her act on them 
before her logical but unformed brain 
was given the chance to work through 
the tangle. That something, her family 
found out after a year of trying to get 
Apple to unlock her iPhone and iPod 
Touch, was the relentless succession of 
material on self-harm, suicide, 
depression and anxiety that she was 
able to view online. 

Now whereas many of the images 
were algorithms, some Molly will have 
accessed “voluntarily”. And it’s true 
that a wider culture of glorifying 

Molly’s father is not 
wildly looking for 
someone to blame: 
he’s found them 

mental illness and suicide - even a 
merchandising of both - is also to 
blame here. After all, we’re living 
through a curious period when girls 
choose to wear T-shirts emblazoned 

with phrases like “F.Up” and “I’ve 

got issues”, one of the most popular 
teen series is 13 Reasons Why - and “hot 
messes” are covetable enough to make 
Hollywood producers commission not 
one but two Zelda Fitzgerald biopics. 

But Mr Russell now knows that in 
the weeks leading up to his daughter’s 
death, Molly witnessed many graphic 
images of self-harm, though not the 
one headed “I can’t tell you how many 


Hands-on: the 
Duchess of 
Sussex 

seemingly can’t 
resist cradling 
her growing 
baby bump 


“rohst”). And in the whole 
of my adult life, I have 
never baked a thing. 

On Sunday, I decided to 
put this right and make 
biscuits. How hard could 
they be? Well, hard enough 
to break through granite, 
ugly enough to petrify 
people, Medusa-style, and 
tasteless enough to blunt 


the palates of swamp 
plankton - at least, that is, 
according to my husband, 
who thought it would be 
hilarious to take the 
offending articles into Good 
Morning Britain yesterday 
to be judged by Bake Off’s 
Prue Leith. 

“They do not look good,” 
frowned Leith. “The 


presentation’s terrible. But 
I’ll tell you something,” she 
added, clearly so annoyed by 
my husband that she’d 
decided to rush to my 
defence, “they taste 100 
times better than they look”. 

Surely code for “get that 
Great British Bake Off 
application in while there’s 
still time”? 


times I’ve wished I was dead” that 
Pinterest sent to her email address a 
month after she killed herself. 

So when this father says sites like 
Instagram and Pinterest “helped kill 
his daughter”, he’s not wildly looking 
around for someone to blame: he’s 
found those to blame. And with the 
help of the Government and Papyrus 
- a suicide prevention charity that has 
now been contacted by 30 families 
who believe social media was a factor 
in their children’s suicides - he is 
valiantly trying to ensure no family has 
to go through a pain like theirs again. 

Only companies like Instagram, 
Pinterest, Twitter and Google are very 
good at wringing their hands and doing 
nothing. They’ll point out, as Steve 
Hatch, the Northern European 
vice-president of Facebook (which 
owns Instagram) did in response to 
Molly’s death, that alongside the 
appalling images she viewed, Molly 
also looked at a greater number of 
positive posts attempting to help her. 
This is a bit like saying that a 
photograph of a hanged teenager 
(available to children as young as 13 
on Pinterest until recently) can be 
offset by 20 pictures of kittens. 

And let’s not forget what 
philanthropists tech giants are. 

Before you pledge to give away 
99 or 40 per cent of your 
empire’s shares, as Mark 
Zuckerberg and Jack Dorsey 
have, respectively, done, how 
about you spend a few billion 
on employing more 
moderators? How about you 
clean up your own backyard 
first - and offset some of the 
damage your companies are 
doing to young minds? Not 
your own children’s minds, of 
course: dealers don’t use. 

On Sunday, Health Secretary Matt 
Hancock warned that Parliament had 
the power to block access to social 
networks unless companies take 
urgent action over suicide content. 

And if they can keep to that threat, it 
might help safeguard young people 
like Molly. But users also have a part to 
play in supporting and reporting those 
at risk. Because in the end, as Papyrus 
says, “Suicide is everyone’s business.” 


WALDEN’S 

WORLD 

My husband cooking- 
shamed me on TV 


I was once described in 
print as the kind of 
woman who doesn’t 
make dinner, “she makes 
reservations”. Which was 
pretty offensive - not least 
because it’s true. I don’t 
possess either a set of 
kitchen scales or an apron, 
aside from the headless 
Botticelli Venus one I wear 


The real reason 
Meghan can’t leave 
her bump alone 


P ride, biology or New Age 
bonding? Six months in, the 
country has finally started 
asking the question that has plagued 
me since the Duchess of Sussex first 
announced her pregnancy: why can’t 
you keep your hands off your bump? 

As any mother will know, cradling 
your stomach at three, four or, indeed, 
five months is as nonsensical as 

cradling your stomach after a Big 
Mac: there is simply no reason 
to do it. Some mothers do it 
in the hope of bonding with 
the baby - the gesture 
apparently helping to 
produce oxytocin, known 
as “the bonding 
hormone”. And in the 
later stages of pregnancy 
it can, of course, be a 

gesture one 
finds oneself doing. 

But in Meghan’s case, 

I suspect it’s just acting. 

I remember being told 
by an actress friend that 
on screen, bump- 
holding is a device that 
is used to keep 
reminding the viewer 
that “she’s pregnant”! 
And if there’s one 
thing I’ve learnt 
from actor friends, 
it’s that they can 
never stop acting. It 
doesn’t matter if 
nobody’s watching and 
we’re alone in the room. 
It doesn’t matter if a 
genuine emotion or 
strength of feeling needs no 
artificial enhancement - 
they’re always looking at 
themselves from the outside. 

All of which makes them 
award-winningly brilliant at 
public life. 


to serve the Ocado pigs in 
blankets on Christmas Day. 
If you looked through my 
Google search history, you’d 
find: “How do you make a 
chicken?” (I’ve since been 
told the culinary lingo is 
“roast”, pronounced 


Judge: Prue Leith was less 
caustic with her comments 


1 


You ’avin a laff? Why Etonians 
can’t help speaking mockney 


William Sitwell explains 
that his former public- 
school classmates are 
trying to hide their roots 

N OW that he no longer 
has an electorate to 
convince, one might 
have thought that 
George Osborne would 
calm down his 

mockney. But oh no. There he was on 
last night’s BBC Two documentary, 
Inside Europe: 10 Years of Turmoil, 
back at his best. 

“After d’ summer ’olidays David 
Cameron, meself, William Hague get 
togevva... I said to David, to William, 
‘Look, we gonna split the 
Conservative Party, we gonna put 
ourselves off side wiv Bridish 
business and wot ’appens if we lose... 
if we do it’s a real disaster for Bridon’.” 

His interview had me asking two 
fundamental questions. Did he really 
say that? And did he really say it like 
that? The answer to the first question 
can be found inside a shed near 
Chipping Norton, where a former PM 
is bashing his memoirs with renewed 
ferocity. Either that or it’s his head. 

As to the latter, George Osborne 
does sound a little less like Jason 
Statham in private. But when he’s 
describing his part in an epic 
referendum story, he seems to have 
made the calculation that he comes 
off better by portraying himself more 
Ray Winstone than Terry-Thomas. 

Poor old George just can’t help 
himself. Like so many posh boys, he’s 
desperate to distance himself from his 
educational CV of Norland Place, 
Colet Court, St Pauls and then 
Magdalen College, Oxford. 

Last week the former head of 
Harrow School, Barnaby Lenon, said 
that former private school pupils 
often speak in a mockney accent to 
seem less posh. Mr Lenon was 
actually my tutor at Eton, and he 
knows what he’s talking about. If I 
hadn’t thought he was right I might 
have called him to say: “Oi, Barny! 
You’re ’avin’ a laugh, aincha?” 

His comments came in response to 
research by Graeme Davis, of the 
University of Buckingham, which 
found that there was a levelling of 
language when children leave their 
prep schools. 

And according to Mr Lenon, 
“Former pupils from elite private 


THE SLANG THAT GIVES AWAY THE POSH BOYS 



Harrovians trying to look inconspicuous on a London street 


Traditionally, 
public school 
slang is up to 
seven years 
behind the real 
streets. Here are 
five of the 
Streetonians’ 
favourites. 

Peng 

Hardly ever used 
by teenagers in 
London these 
days, but vaguely 
meaning 
“amenable”. 


Anyone or 
anything could 
be “peng”, so 
long as it’s 
attractive to the 
speaker. 

In a sentence: 
“Balthazar, this 
foie gras is 
absolutely peng.” 

Bare 

Used to mean the 
precise opposite 
of its official 
definition. To 
have a “bare” 


amount of 
something is to 
have a lot. 

In a sentence: 
“Come up to see 
my tuck box, 
Wigbert. I stole 
bare snuff from 
Papa and I can’t 
get through it all 
myself.” 

Allow 

Pronounced with 
such stress on 
the final syllable 
that it sounds as 


if the speaker has 
stubbed their 
toe, “allow” is an 
urge for the 
interlocutor to 
forget it, or a 
flat-out rejection 
of the proposal. 
In a sentence: 
“Ignatius and I 
were in debating 
the other day and 
Mr Phillips was 
like, ‘Well what’s 
so wrong with 
inheritance tax?’ 
I was like, 
‘ALLOW, sir!”’ 

Wasteman 
Either somebody 
who is misusing 
their lot in life, or 
acting against 
the greater good. 
In a sentence: 
“Hey, Sixtus, we 
heard your Dad 
on LBC the other 
night. He was 
basically like, 
you know, who’s 
an absolute 
wasteman? 
Dominic Grieve. 
It was sick.” 

Words: Guy Kelly 


schools went out of their way to hide 
their education. It is very important 
when you are with non-Etonians to try 
to conceal that you are an Etonian. 
They do not want to appear to be 
upper-class because being upper-class 
these days is not a good thing. 

“In politics, you want to appear to be 
a man of the people. I would say that 
most Etonians and Harrovians these 
days go out of their way to employ an 
estuary accent,” he said. 

Actually some of my old Eton pals 
seem confident enough in themselves 
not to go all mockney. And Jacob 
Rees-Mogg is a fairly convincing 
example of this. But this is not always 
the case. A great - sadly, late - friend of 
mine, Toby Grafftey-Smith, music 
producer and Jamiroquai co-founder, 
had honed his mockney well. He may 


have attended Marlborough with me, 
but he still called us all mate and I once 
heard him use the word “toilet”. 

He was especially mockney, I noted 
one day, when, dressed in his hunting 
garb of tweed jacket, white shirt and 
stock, breeches and boots, he 
introduced me to Camden-based 
rapper Dappy of N-Dubz. 

But in defence of the mockneyed, it 
is usually subliminal. A polite chap 
doesn’t want those around him to feel 
out of place, so the accent alters. 

Yet unleashing your worst Michael 
Caine fools no one. Today, my ear can 
tell you, that mockney is morphing for 
the next generation. 

It really is frightfully difficult 
keeping up with the whole shebang. Or 
should I say: “Mate, to be fair, I ain’t got 
a clue”? 
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All the gear: Eleanor Steafel, main, 
spends the day with Luton's Blue 
Watch; a thermal image, below 

Goddard tells me later, is heat stress 
disorientation. Take one wrong 
turning, and that could be it. 

In October, NHS England 
announced that up to £50 million 
would be made available over five 
years to provide continuing physical 
and mental health services for those 
affected by the Grenfell Tower 
tragedy of 2017. Many of the Luton 
crew have friends who attended the 
fire, which killed more than 70 
people, and they are dismissive of the 
criticisms levelled at the fire service 
since that awful night. 

“They did what they could,” says 
Sherrington, solemnly. “A couple of 
my mates were there and knew they 
were in trouble when they wrote their 
names on the back of their helmets. 
They were just walking over bodies. 

“The stay-put policy [for residents] 
only didn’t work because the fire 
went up the outside of the building,” 
he adds. “Now everyone will be 
running out - it’ll be a nightmare.” 

After dinner, Goddard goes 






the London Brigade. That doesn’t really 
happen now.” 

Firefighters are three times more 
likely to develop cancerous cells 
because of the levels of carcinogens 
they are exposed to, which studies 
have shown stay on their clothes and 
skin for hours. Regularly being in 
high-intensity heat thickens their 
blood - and that’s not to mention the 
emotional effect. 

The number of firefighters seeking 
help for mental health issues has 
soared in recent years, with 85 per cent 


‘Not knowing if people live 
is one of the hardest things 
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of the service now presenting signs of 
stress. A debate in Westminster last 
month noted that individual services 
were currently responsible for 
ensuring they offered appropriate 
support. 

External help is also available 
through organisations like the Fire 
Fighters Charity, which provides 
physical and mental health support and 
rehabilitation to firefighters, as well as 
their families. 

But it’s clear, even after just a few 
hours in their company, that they also 
support one another. There is a depth 
of shared experience. “We can talk to 
someone if we need to,” says Cdr 
Haynes. “And we keep an eye on each 
other.” 

Inside the training house, which is 
pitch-black and filled with smoke, I 
cling to the shoulder of firefighter Alex 
Goddard. We breathe heavily in the 
stifling heat (I can’t imagine what it 
must feel like inside a blazing building), 
tapping our feet to check that we’re not 
about to step through a hole in the 
floor. 

“If we’re in here too long, our oxygen 
will run out,” Goddard says, calmly. We 
find a casualty, and he tells me to drag it 
out - but I have no idea where the exit 
is. A common cause of firefighter death, 


through the plan for one of the 
biggest public buildings in Luton. 
They are constantly preparing for 
the worst. It’s not fire they fear, but 
the thought of getting something 
wrong. 

It’s 9pm by the time I say my 
goodbyes. “Sorry we haven’t been 
able to arrange a fire for you,” jokes 
Cdr Haynes. “You should have been 
here last shift - we had a massive fire 
at Bedford hospital. Eight engines. It 
was quite impressive.” 

I leave them to settle in for what 
promises to be a quiet night. The next 
morning, I get a text from one of the 
crew: “There was an arsonist running 
around Bedford last night. Most of the 
fire engines in the county were out.” 

I might have missed it, but at least 
they’ll have something to tell the 
White Watch. 


The Fire Fighters Charity is one of the 
Telegraph's three charities for our 2018 
Christmas appeal (telegraph.co.uk/ 
christmas-charity-appeal-2018). For 
details of how to donate before the 
appeal closes this week, please see the 
voucher below, call our charity phone 
line on 0151 2841927, or visit telegraph. 
ctdonate.org 


Eleanor Steafel \isits Luton fire station and discovers the hidden demands of the job 


I t’s 9am at Luton fire station 
and two gleaming engines sit 
on the main forecourt, 
awaiting their next job. They 
are not the only ones. In the 
locker room, 28 men and two 
women are packed in like sardines, 
hands clasped behind their poker- 
straight backs, feet hip-distance 
apart. Half of them, White Watch, are 
coming off a 24-hour shift. The other 
half, Blue Watch, are steeling 
themselves for the long day and even 
longer night ahead - with no idea of 
what might await them. 

They heckle and tease one another 
as they go about the morning’s 
business. “Who’s cooking dinner 
tonight?” asks Watch Commander 
David Haynes. “Ty,” says one of his 
crew, rolling his eyes. “Oh, it’ll be a 
bit of old shoe, then,” quips the 
commander. 

I am just taking in my surroundings 
- including the ubiquitous fireman’s 
pole - when a shrill alarm shocks me 
out of my skin. What had, moments 
before, resembled a school cloakroom 
at pick-up time suddenly transforms. 
They spring into action, donning 
their PPE (personal protective 
equipment) and hoisting themselves 
into an engine. 

“Quick, get your kit on,” Haynes 
says. “There’s space for you on the 
pump.” I haul myself into boots, 
trousers, braces, jacket, gloves and 
helmet as fast as I can, painfully aware 
that the longer I take, the longer some 
poor soul might be awaiting rescue. 

Firefighters never know what 
kind of “shout” they are attending, 
until they’re on the move. Just getting 
into the heavy gear and clambering 
into the engine is, frankly, an 
enormous effort, and my heart is still 
pounding when Commander Mark 
Blakey tells us it’s a break-in: “A lady 
has locked her baby inside her flat, 
and she’s panicking.” 

They will treat the call with just as 
much urgency as they would a fire, 
he explains. For all they know, the 
baby could be near a pot of boiling 
water. As we hurtle across Luton, 
blue lights whirring, the crew 
explains how much the job has 
changed during the past decade. 
Answering this kind of call is now a 
big part of what they do. 

“You don’t get many fire deaths 
anymore because people are getting 
better at taking precautions, and 
alarms work,” says Cdr Haynes. 
“Operational work only amounts to 
10 per cent of my job.” 

A shift can see them attending 
break-ins, extracting people from the 
wreckages of cars, or knocking on 
doors around the streets of Luton, 
offering free smoke-detector testing 
and installation. With the Ml, airport 
and football club, not to mention 
densely populated residential areas 
including more than 50 high rises 
(where fire safety standards differ 
hugely), Luton is still one of the most 
in-demand fire stations in the county, 
and among the busiest in the UK. 

Back at the station - after the crew 
has returned a perfectly happy 
10-month-old to his relieved mother 
- we do drills, until the next call 
comes through. I am not sure what to 
expect as I’m fitted with an oxygen 
mask but, as Cdr Haynes explains, 
when you enter a building you have 
little idea what you might find. 

“I remember being called to a 
flood,” he says. “There was water 
coming down the stairs. I broke in 


On call: a shift can 
involve making 
checks on 
equipment, home 
visits to test smoke 
alarms, and 
training exercises; 
right, Commander 
David Haynes 


and there was a bed with blood all over 
the mattress. You know when you just 
get that feeling someone is watching 
you? Out of the corner of my eye, I 
clocked a pair of eyes above the bath. 
The taps had been turned upwards and 
were spraying everywhere, and there 
was just this bloke in a bath full of 
bleach, staring and shaking.” 

They all have similar stories - the 
little boy whose legs were flattened by 
a lorry; the delirious man who pulled 
his rescuer’s oxygen mask off as he was 
carrying him to safety, nearly killing 
both of them in the process. One of 
the hardest things, they admit, is 
that they rarely find out “what 
happens next” to those whose 
lives they save. “It plays on your 
mind,” says Cdr Haynes. 

“They’ve got better at looking 
after us,” says Damien 
Sherrington, who is 
retiring next year 
and remembers an 
era when there 
were 35 men to a 
watch, firemen 
wore cork 
helmets and 
rubber 
leggings, and 
they were 
regularly killed 
in action. 

“There aren’t 


‘They’ve 
got better 
at looking 
after us. 
There 
aren’t 


many 

injuries 

these 

days’ 


many injuries 
these days. 

“Years ago, I had 
to pull two mates out 
of a fire when I was in 
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Buyers now get the 
picture with digital art 



eviews of the Bill Viola/ 
Michelangelo exhibition 
at the Royal Academy 
have been mixed, largely 
yo^pryy owing to the ambitious 
pairing of a 
contemporary video artist with one of 
the greatest Old Masters. From an art 
market perspective, one of those 
Michelangelo drawings is probably 
worth more than all the Viola videos 
put together, but could conceivably 
raise the value of a Viola by association. 

That said, Viola is both a pioneer of 
video art and its most popular 
exponent. His position in art history 
was secured years ago with a solo show 
at the Museum of Modern Art in New 
York in 1987, inclusion in the 
Documenta art show in Kassel, 
Germany, in 1992, and representing the 
US in the 1995 Venice Biennale. 

Back then, he was working in large 
scale - sculptural installations such as 
those you will see at the RA, where 
screens nearly 20ft high immerse the 


On film: Bill Viola's 
Catherine's Room, 
main; and Charcoal 
Burning with Giraffe 
and Worker by Nick 
Brandt 



viewer in the spectacle. For those 
pieces, Viola also prescribed room 
dimensions: to display his 2001 
five-screen Five Angels video 
projection, for instance, you need floor 
space of 60ft by 50ft. Buyers, therefore, 
tended to be museums and institutions 
with space to accommodate them. 

But at the turn of the century, he 
began to make work specifically for the 
new, smaller LCD plasma screens that 
freed video from box screens and 
projectors, so the work could be hung 
over the fireplace like a painting. It 
revolutionised his market, says James | 
Cohan, Viola’s New York dealer. £ 

In London, Viola is represented by | 
the Blain/Southern gallery, where you <§ 
can buy editions of the smaller screen B 
works (not well-represented at the RA) £ 
from $50,000 (£38,000). Ninety per o 
cent of Viola’s large-screen installations B 
are in public institutions but have sold a 
for as much as $3 million privately, says 
gallery director Harry Blain. 

Viola’s auction record is $700,000 for 
a medium-sized work but, generally, 
video art is not suited to the market. It 
requires specialised installation, and 
buyers worry about storage, 
conservation and, importantly, the ease 
with which videos can be copied. 

This is the first exhibition of a video 
artist at the RA and, next week, 
contemporary art gallery Waddington 
Custot will stage its first exhibition of a 
photographer for many years. 

British photographer Nick Brandt 
started by making music videos for 
Michael Jackson and Moby, but while 



filming in East Africa was so struck by 
the plight of wild animals that he 
turned his attention to photographing 
them. His black-and-white film style, 
which leans more towards artistic 
interpretation than documentary, 
quickly earned him a reputation that 
has only grown. At auction, prices for a 
4.5ft print from 2007 of an elephant 
drinking reached £87,500 last year. 

Now, though, Brandt’s inventive use 
of technology might just expand his 
audience in the way that Viola’s 
adoption of the small screen did. While 
Viola’s shift enabled more people to 
buy his work for their homes, Brandt’s 


seems to point more towards big 
corporate or contemporary-art 
museum display, just as Andreas 
Gursky’s large-scale, digitally 
manipulated photographs or Luc 
Delahaye’s constructed images of war 
have been embraced by the art world. 

For this new work, Brandt built 
scaffold lighting towers and bushes 
with hidden cameras on Masai 
community land to take pictures of 
animals in the wild at night. In a 
process that echoes the staged 
photography of Gregory Crewdson, he 
built elaborate sets, such as bus 
stations and motorway construction 


sites, which he filmed from the same 
spots, before mixing the two to create 
the artwork he had in his imagination. 

The results are epic and cinematic, 
dealing with environmental issues in 
the same way that Viola’s epic video 
narratives embrace human themes of 
life, death and spirituality. Like Viola, 
Brandt’s technological wizardry may 
also stir the purist art critics’ venom 
but, like Viola again, the public is more 
likely to be awestruck. 

This Empty World is produced in 
association with Brandt’s dealer, Atlas 
gallery, and prices will range from 
$12,000 (£9,000) to $50,000. 


Strawberry 

Hill comes 

to The Mall 

new art fair, Connect, opens this 
afternoon at Mall Galleries 
within sight of Buckingham 
Palace. Here, several dealers have 
works by Julian Trevelyan and Mary 
Fedden, the west-London artist couple, 
and are making a special display of 


their work. Trevelyan and Fedden are 
flavour of the month, with conjoining 
shows at Pallant House in Chichester. 
Among Connect’s exhibitors is John 
Iddon, who commissioned Trevelyan’s 
last painting, in 1988 - Strawberry Hill, 
Horace Walpole’s gothic castle by the 
Thames. Having asked Trevelyan to 
make the work, which will be on show 
at the fair, Iddon waited for a while but 
then rang to check on its progress. 
“Mary answered, and I asked if I could 
speak to Julian,” Iddon recalls. “There 
was a pause, and then she said that she 
was afraid he had died two weeks 
previously, adding, T just don’t know 
what I feel’. She went quiet again, so in 



Gothic revival: 
Strawberry Hill, the 
last work by Julian 
Trevelyan, on show 
at the Connect fair 



an attempt to keep the conversation 
going, I said, T know exactly what you 
mean, my dog died last month, and I 


feel the same’. Silence again. Then 
realising what a stupid thing I’d said, I 
blurted out Tm sorry, Mary, I didn’t 
mean to compare your husband with 
my dog’. More silence, though I 
thought I could hear sobbing. Finally, 
she spoke: ‘Oh dear, thank you, that’s 
the first time I’ve laughed since he 
died’.” Prices for Trevelyan and 
Fedden’s work at Connect range from 
£1,200 to £20,000. 

O Are we braced for snow? The art 
world certainly seems to be 
taking it in its stride. Over the winter 
months it has been congregating in 
St Moritz, Switzerland, attending the 


opening of the Muzeum Susch, a new 
privately owned contemporary art 
space; warming up the Nomad art fair 
for contemporary art and design; and 
for an art summit in nearby Verbier. In 
Geneva, meanwhile, Artgeneve opens 
this week, and Hauser & Wirth will be 
attending for the first time, with a 
display following the trend for showing 
female artists. In London, Christie’s has 
a sale of ski posters; JD Malat is 
exhibiting paintings of snow-capped 
peaks by Conrad Jon Godly; and John 
Mitchell is staging his annual display of 
alpine views by 19th and 20th-century 
British and European artists - prices 
from £500 to £38,000. 





Charles Miller Ltd Est. 2007 

Specialist Maritime & Scientific Auctioneers 

Invitation to Consign 


To advertise here, 
call Bina 
0207 931 3639 




Fine Art | Ship Models | Instruments | Objects 

6 Imperial Studios, 

3-11 imperial Road Tel: +44 (0)20 7806 5530 

London SW6 2AG, UK charlesmillerltd.com □ El 


MELLORS&KIRK 


Chester 
Antiques Fair 

7 th - 10 th February 

County Grandstand 
Chester Racecourse CHI 2LY 

Art Antiques & Design 

TO EMBELLISH YOUR HOME 


Register for your 

Complimentary 

E-Tickets 

on 

www.penman-fairs, co. uk 
T: 07774 850044 


10.30am - 5pm 

Art & Artifacts 
from the Tudors 
to Art Deco 

Free Parking 
Cafe opens 10am 


Tennants 


Inviting entries for the 

Spring Fine Art Sale 

23 March 2019 

Already consigned: * 8 . 

Antoine Bouvard Senior ( 1870 - 1956 ) Frenc^T 1 

Venetian canal scene (detail) .^f\ 

Oil on canvas, 49 cm by 64 cm 


-3 

For details please contact: 

01969623780 • 02071291173 
enquiry@tennants-ltd.co.uk 
www.tennants.co.uk 


^PASTEL 

^SOCIETY 


120th 


ANNUAL EXHIBITION 


J. T. Serres (1759-1825) 
A view of Plymouth, 
(detail) 

£ 8 , 000 - 12,000 


www.mellorsandkirk.com 
Gregory Street 
NOTTINGHAM NG7 2NL 
0115 979 0000 


Sheila Goodman PS - Avon Meadows 

Over 250 Contemporary Works 


Jewellery • Furniture • Art • Antiques 


Single Owner Sale 


The Harold Ward Collection 
including Byron Memorabilia 


Removed from 
Manthorpe House, Grantham 


AUCTION 6 & 7 FEBRUARY 
at 10am 


Free Valuation Days 


SPONSORED BY 


5th Feb.-16th Feb. 2019 
10am to 5pm 
(closes 3pm on final day) 
The Mall, London SW1 


mall 

galleries 

www.maiigaiieries.org.uk 


February Next Sale 

4th - Barnstaple 30 th April 2019 
5 th Wells (Closing 1st March) 

7th — Newbury 
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Arts 






The 

popularity 
ofWalliams’s 
children’s 
fiction can 
be partly 
attributed to 
his celebrity 


As the RSC snaps up The Boy in the Dress’, JakeKerridge says other authors deserve a turn 


P arents should be on the 
lookout for a new danger 
likely to afflict their 
children: overexposure to 
the works of David 
Walliams. The condition is 
likely to be particularly virulent at 
Christmas. The Royal Shakespeare 
Company has just announced that it 
will be staging a musical adaptation of 
The Boy in the Dress, Walliams’s first 
novel for children, in December. With 
songs by Robbie Williams and Guy 
Chambers, the RSC is no doubt hoping 
that it will be a monster hit to rival its 
triumphant musical of Matilda. 

The festive season has become 
indelibly associated with Walliams’s 
books in many young minds, as there 
have now been seven Walliams 
adaptations (six on BBC One; one on 
Sky One), with the most recent being 
The Midnight Gang on BBC One last 
Christmas. No plans have been 
announced for this year so far, but the 


A razzle-dazzle Sixties survivor 


BROUGHT TO YOU BY 


d! 

just you 


A VIEW FROM THE 
WATER IN VENICE 

Italy is tipped as one of the top destinations to visit this year, 
so if it has been sitting on your bucket list, why not tick it off? 


Beeb is not likely to give up now: there 
would be less outrage if they axed The 
Queen’s Speech. 

Do we really need such visibility of 
Walliams’s work? Since he sold more 
than £16.5 million worth of books in 
2017, the RSC should be confident that 
it will attract an audience. (There have 
been five previous stage adaptations, 
including a successful touring version 
of Gangsta Granny .) But whether 
Walliams is really worth adapting is 
another matter. 

His books are entertaining, and 
cheeky enough to entice young 
readers, but free of anything that 
might cause real offence. They preach 
admirable messages about tolerance: 
The Boy in the Dress helped to give a 
voice to the many young people who 
feel repressed by pompous school 
regulations forbidding transvestism. 
They seem like nice books written by a 
nice man - and they are 
correspondingly toothless. 

Walliams reveres Roald Dahl, and 
his early books were 
illustrated by Dahl’s great 
collaborator, Quentin 
Blake. But the anarchy of 
Blake’s spiky lines was 
not reflected in the text. 

Compare Walliams’s 
Billionaire Boy, in 
which the title 
character learns 
valuable lessons 
about the 
unimportance of 
material wealth, 
with Dahl’s 
Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory, 
and the relish it 
takes in the 

treatment meted out to 
Augustus Gloop and the 
other spoiled brats who are 
granted a golden ticket into 


commission adaptations because they 
know who he is. 

This is sad because we are living in 
something of a golden age for 
children’s books, with many wonderful 
writers who can hope for little more in 
terms of publicity than a newspaper 
review of a few paragraphs. They could 
do with a boost similar to that received 
by Michael Morpurgo when his novel 
War Horse - which he described as 

“not a book that anyone 
really knew about or 
cared about” - was 
ingeniously staged with 
puppet horses by the 
National Theatre. 

My suggestions would 
include Katherine 
Rundell, whose brilliant 
novel Roof toppers sees a 
British girl making a 
rooftop journey across 
Paris in search of her 
long-lost mother: it would 
make a wonderfully 
dramatic stage show. Then 
there is Piers Torday’s The 
Last Wild trilogy, an extraordinary 
work of the imagination set in a future 
in which animals have almost been 
wiped out. 

One recalls that when the RSC 
launched its Matilda musical, it 
trumpeted the fact that it was the sort 
of huge risk that only the subsidised 
theatre would take on. In Matilda’s 
wake, a musical of The Boy in the Dress 
seems the very opposite of a risk, so 
perhaps next time the RSC - and the 
BBC for that matter - could wager a 
small fraction of their public subsidies 
on a fresh, non-celebrity voice. 


Commanding: the cast of Die Walkure at the Royal Festival Hall 

Jurowski scales the 
sublime as he unleashes 
Wagner’s powers 


Opera 

Die Walkure 

LPO, Royal Festival Hall 


★ ★★★★ 


By Rupert Christiansen 

I confess I wasn’t looking forward to 
this. On paper, the cast didn’t look 
particularly promising, and I had 
been less than enthralled by Vladimir 
Jurowski’s conducting of Das 
Rheingold in the first instalment of this 
concert version of the Ring cycle, 
produced under the aegis of the 
London Philharmonic Orchestra: 
there was something too meticulously 
calculated - too analytical and forensic 
- about the way he addressed the 
romanticism in the score. I felt the 
same chill in his expert dissection of 
Tristan and Meistersinger at 
Glyndebourne. 

But on this occasion such 
reservations dissolved, and I left the 
Royal Festival Hall blessing and 
cursing the dark art of that fallen angel 
Richard Wagner, whose music haunts ^ 
my dreams and makes everything else jg 
in life seem drear and dreck. 

The first act wasn’t the best. 

Ruxandra Donose made a most 
sympathetic 
Sieglinde, 
but 

something is 
lost by casting 
a mezzo in a 
role containing 
phrases that 
cry out for 
sunlit soprano 
shine; and 
Jurowski 
and the 
orchestra 
didn’t catch 
the menace 
and terror 
behind 
Siegmund’s 
breathless 
escape through 
the forest. Some 
exquisitely 


detailed wind playing gave much 
pleasure, however, and Stuart Skelton 
was in magnificent voice as Siegmund 
- although, just to carp, a little more 
gentle caressing of “Wintersturme” 
wouldn’t come amiss, and his exultant 
cry of “ Walse” was held so long as to 
be merely vulgar. 

At the opening of the second act, 
Jurowski seemed to relinquish control 
-1 mean that in the positive sense of 
surrendering to the music and 
releasing its power, trusting Wagner 
to do his own work (the intermittent 
video projections were feeble and 
redundant). Like some champion 
stallion surging ahead with a dauntless 
jockey on its back, the London 
Philharmonic surpassed itself, even if 
the velvety richness of German strings 
can never be theirs, and the Royal 
Festival Hall’s acoustic remains 
ungiving. 

Svetlana Sozdateleva was an 

u I left the Royal Festival Hall 
~ blessing and cursing the 
dark art of thatfallen angel 
Richard Wagner 


I excellent Briinnhilde, both 
ji commanding and vulnerable, and 
B Markus Marquardt, a late substitute 
from Dresden, made an interesting if 
small-scale Wotan. Crisp and incisive 
with the text, he was more surly 
apparatchik than mighty Lord 
of Battle - Claudia Mahnke’s J 
imperious Fricka seemed to * ' 
walk all over him in their M 
: marital row, 


and his is 
not the voice to 
rise to the heights of the opera’s 
final pages. No matter, Jurowski 
and the orchestra scaled the 
sublime. It’s another year until the 
next episode, Siegfried, but it will 
be worth the wait. 

Surrendering to the 
H music: Vladimir Jurowski 


A sure thing: the 
stage adaptation of 
Gangsta Granny, 
main; Billy Kennedy 
as Dennis, with 
Kate Moss, left, in 
the BBC version of 
The Boy in the Dress, 
by David Walliams, 
below 


Willy Wonka’s world. Dahl was a 
horrible man in many ways, but his 
twisted universe was a remarkable 
imaginative creation that made young 
readers question the placebos and 
bromides they are fed in other 
children’s books. 

Walliams seems like bland fare 
beside Dahl, or even JK Rowling. Last 
year, Prof Keith Topping, an 
educationist, observed 
that where Rowling made 
her books more complex 
as her popularity 
increased, Walliams was 
“just feasting on the 
substantial royalties of 
books at the same level 
of difficulty”, missing 
the opportunity to 
challenge his huge 
fan base. 

The popularity of 
Walliams’s children’s 
fiction can be partly 
attributed to his 
celebrity. Of 

course, unlike 
adults buying Booker- 
shortlisted novels, 
children will not buy 
books in their millions 
unless they genuinely 
like them, and they 
have proved less keen 
on works by Miranda 
Hart, Russell Brand, 
Dermot O’Leary, 
Jessica Ennis-Hill and 
the dozens of other 
celebrities who have 
attempted children’s 
books, beside most of 
whom Walliams looks like 
Shakespeare. But his sales 
are boosted by the publicity 
that comes with being 
famous; theatre and 
television executives 


The Boy in the Dress is at the Royal 
Shakespeare Theatre, Stratford-upon- 
Avon, from November 2019 to March 
2020. (rsc.org.uk) 


Do we really need another 
David Walliams adaptation? 


Pop 


Ronnie Spector 

Roundhouse, London NW1 


★ ★★★★ 

By Alice Vincent 

tT T 7e just thought we were 
\/\/ employees,” said Ronnie 
V V Spector, explaining what 
it was like to be the “bad girl of pop” 
in an industry full of men during the 
Sixties. “We didn’t think we could 
be artists.” 

It was a split-second of sentiment 
woven into a fun little scene between 
her and her two “Ronette” backing 
dancers that encapsulated Spector’s 
Roundhouse show. At 75, she is 
undeniably an artist - and one so 
confident in her talent that she can 
invite her underestimated teenage 
superstar self on stage and still steal 
the limelight. 

Her compact 75-minute 
performance was slicked in a slightly 
naff but thoroughly enjoyable retro 
veneer. The hits she made with her 
band, The Ronettes, and her abusive 
first husband, the now-incarcerated 
murderer Phil Spector, were 
sandwiched between glittering stories 
of showbiz escapades. The name- 
dropping and jokes about bra-stuffing 
were endearing. 

But there was more than razzle- 



dazzle here. By presenting her life in 
such a perfect state of preservation, 
Spector allowed us to see who she has 
become: a proud and wildly capable 
woman who has lived to tell those 
tales. 

For those who know Spector’s 
story - a 17-year-old from Spanish 
Harlem whisked away to California 
by “Wall of Sound” creator Phil, who 
made and then forbade her career 
before she escaped both him and her 
own descent into alcoholism - it was 
intriguing to see how the 
transporting combination of archived 
footage and Spector’s still-yearning, 
still-mighty, live voice would address 
those bleaker years. To hear her belt 
out So Young against a backdrop of 


Nostalgia trip: 
Ronnie Spector at 
the Roundhouse 


the frenetically dancing Veronica 
Bennett (the girl who became better 
known as “Ronnie”) was pleasingly 
surreal: a presentation of living, 
shimmying history. 

As the show progressed beyond the 
Seventies, it became imbued with rich 
poignancy. Johnny Thunders’s You 
Can’t Put Your Arms Around a Memory, 
sung simply, as candid, crackly footage 
£ played behind her, became a hymn to 
| youth and a torch song for her 
£ triumph over Phil Spector, without so 
S much as mentioning his name. Later, 

^ Ronnie’s robust vocals cracked during 
sj How Can You Mend a Broken Heart, 

§ sung in honour of her sister and 
| former Ronette, Estelle, who died in 
3 2009. Once the spotlight faded, you 
could see her in silhouette, wiping 
away real tears. 

There have been many tributes to 
Amy Winehouse performed at the 
Roundhouse, which was one of the 
late singer’s local venues. But, while 
others honour Winehouse for her 
trailblazing, Spector’s gratitude was 
different and distinct: she thanked 
Winehouse for “letting me know what 
I did mattered”. 

In Spector’s careful, careworn 
hands, those wrenching lyrics of 
Winehouse’s Back to Black (“and life is 
like a pipe/ and I’m a tiny penny 
rolling/ up the walls inside”) were 
bestowed with a maturity that their 
creator was never granted. Amy would 
have loved it; we were just lucky to 
have witnessed it. 



o 

If you're travelling solo, there are plenty of escorted tours designed for you, 
giving you freedom to explore and the opportunity to relish the company 
of like-minded travellers. Find out more at tgr.ph/justyou 
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Announcements 


Telephone: 0800 072 32 32 or 01622 335087 Fax: 020 79313370 

Email: announcements.ads@telegraph.co.uk Book online: announcements.telegraph.co.uk 


Court 

Circular 


CLARENCE HOUSE 
January 28th 

The Prince of Wales, President, 
The Prince’s Foundation, this 
morning visited Drapers’ Hall, 
Bayley Lane, Coventry, and was 
received by Her Majesty’s 
Lord-Lieutenant of West 
Midlands (Mr John Crabtree). 

His Royal Highness afterwards 
visited London E. V. Company 
Limited, Li Close, Ansty Park, 
Coventry, and was received by Her 
Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant of 
Warwickshire (Mr Timothy Cox). 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

Cdr E.A. Vaughan, RN, and 
Miss F.A.C. Ward 
The engagement is announced 
between Edward, younger son of 
Mr and Mrs Barry Vaughan, of 
Deeping St James, Lincolnshire, 
and Felicity, elder daughter of Mr 
and Mrs Anthony Ward, of Holton, 
Somerset. 

Online ref:564609 
Mr D. Marriott and 
Miss H. Llewelyn-Bowen 
The engagement is announced 
between Drew, son of Shane 
Marriott, of Christchurch, New 
Zealand, and Claire Marriott, of 
Cirencester, Gloucestershire, and 
Hermione, youngest daughter of 
Mr and Mrs Laurence Llewelyn- 
Bowen, of Cirencester, 
Gloucestershire. 

Online ref:564670 
Mr N. Mahon and 
Miss G. Bindloss 
The engagement is announced 
between Nicholas Mahon, of 
Putney, London, and Georgina 
Bindloss, of Fingringhoe, Essex. 
Online ref:564603 

Luncheon 

Rotary Club of London 

Mr Deepak Lalwani was the 
speaker at a luncheon held by the 
Rotary Club of London yesterday 
at The Chesterfield Hotel, Mayfair. 
Mr Luis Hui, President, was in the 
chair. 


Bridge news 

The Welsh Bridge Union has held 
a trial at the Gwent Bridge 
Academy to help select the team 
to represent Wales in the Lady 
Milne near Dublin in April, writes 
Julian Pottage, Bridge 
Correspondent. The pairs 
finishing in the first three places 
in the trial are as follows: 

1st Ceri and Maggie Pierce; 2nd 
Gilly Clench and Sue Ingham; and 
3rd Sarah Amos and Andrea Knox. 


Diplomatic news 

Ms Sian MacLeod has been 
appointed Ambassador to Serbia 
in succession to Mr Denis Keefe. 
She will take up her appointment 
in summer 2019. 


The Prince of Wales this 
afternoon visited R.E. Tricker 
Limited, 56-60 St Michael’s Road, 
Northampton, to mark the 
Company’s One Hundred and 
Ninetieth Anniversary, and was 
received by Her Majesty’s 
Lord-Lieutenant of 
Northamptonshire (Mr David 
Laing). 

His Royal Highness later visited 
Gaziano and Girling Limited, 
Premier Works, Balfour Street, 
Kettering, and was received by Mr 
James Lowther (Vice Lord- 
Lieutenant of Northamptonshire). 

BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
January 28th 

The Earl of Wessex this morning 
departed from Farnborough 
Airport, Hampshire, for Spain. 

His Royal Highness, Chairman 
of the Board of Trustees, The Duke 
of Edinburgh’s International 
Award Foundation, this afternoon 


Week in Westminster 

Wednesday, Jan 30 
Commons: Oral questions: 

Northern Ireland. At noon, 
questions to the Prime Minister. Ten 
Minute Rule Motion: European 
Union (Requirements Relating to 
Withdrawal). Legislation: Crime 
(Overseas Production Orders) Bill, 
Remaining Stages. Adjournment: 
Delay Repay on the Great Eastern 
Main Line. 

Westminster Hall: Debates on: 
Supporting fathers in early 
parenthood; School funding in 
Gloucestershire; Situation in 
Zimbabwe; Illegal seaborne 
immigration across the English 
Channel; World cancer day. 

Lords: Oral questions: Proposals 
from the UK’s screen industries for 
reform of the apprenticeship levy; 
Annual cost to the NHS of patients 
missing appointments with their 
GPs; Report by the Defence Safety 
Authority “Fire Safety Review - 
defence single living 
accommodation”; Proposals from the 
UK’s screen industries for reform of 
the apprenticeship levy. Legislation: 
Trade Bill, Committee Stage (Day 3). 
Short debate: Concerns expressed by 
GPs that children and young people 
with mental health problems are 
unable to access NHS treatments 

Thursday, Jan 31 
Commons: Oral questions: Digital, 
Culture, Media and Sport (including 
Topical Questions); Attorney General. 
Business Statement and Business 
Questions to the Leader of the House 
of Co mm ons. Backbench Business: 
Settling the debt owed to victims of 
the Equitable Life scandal; 
Sustainability of maintained nursery 
schools. Adjournment: State pension 
age for women born in the 1950s. 
Westminster Hall: No business 
scheduled for today. 

Lords: Oral questions: Restrictions 
on commercial companies seeking 
to digitally map UK towns and cities; 
Progress in implementing the female 
offenders’ strategy; Proposals for a 
review of the powers of the Lord 
Speaker. Debate: Long-term 
commitment to increased provision 
of social housing to help reduce 
housing costs, homelessness and 
housing benefit expenditure; 
Current situation in Zimbabwe; NHS 
Long Term Plan, and the case for a 
fully funded, comprehensive and 
integrated health and care system 
which implements parity of esteem, 
preventative health and standards 
set out in the NHS Constitution. 


In memoriam 

Sir Charles McCullough 

A service of thanksgiving for Sir 
Charles McCullough was held on 
Thursday at Temple Church, EC4. 
The Rev Hugh Mead, Reader 
Emeritus, Temple Church, led 
prayers and the Rev Robin 
Griffith-Jones, Master, pronounced 
the blessing. Mr Julian Bevan, QC, 
read the lesson. 

Mr Angus McCullough, QC (son), 
read Some Fruits of Solitude by 
William Penn and Mrs Hamish 
McLean (daughter) read Afterwards 
by Thomas Hardy. Alexander 
McCullough and Eliza McCullough 
(grandchildren) read He Is Gone by 
Mr David Harkins and Kitty 
McLean, Isobel McLean and Rose 
McLean (granddaughters) read 
God’s Garden by Ms Katie Evans. 
Lord Judge paid tribute to Sir 
Charles. Among those present were: 

Lady McCullough (widow), Mrs Angus 
McCullough (daughter-in-law), Mr 
Hamish McLean (son-in-law). 

Lady Judge, Lord Hacking, Lord 
Brown of Eaton-under-Heywood, Lord 
Gamier, QC, 1 Brick Court, Lord and Lady 
Dyson, Lord and Lady Wilson of 
Culworth, Mr Guy Mansfield, QC, and Mrs 
Mansfield, Lord MacLean, Lord Justice 
Newey, Sir Paul Kennedy, Sir Scott Baker, 
Sir Konrad and Lady Schiemann, Sir 
Christopher Rose, Sir Philip Otton, Mr 
Justice Jay, Mrs Justice Whipple, Lady 
Fennell, Sir Stephen Oliver, QC, and Prof 
Dawn Oliver, Sir Ian Kennedy, Sir James 


Nursaw, QC, Mr Joseph Buder-Sloss and 
Baroness Butler-Sloss. 

Mrs Julian Bevan, Mrs Richard Henry, 
Mr and Mrs Hans Zollinger Bol, Mr Martin 
Gray, Mrs Timothy Fetherston-Dilke, Dr 
and Mrs Nigel Richardson, Mr James 
Harper, Mr and Mrs James Marsh, Ms 
Claudia Marsh, Dr Robert Bradnock, Mr 
and Mrs Frederick Such, Mrs Andrew 
Congreve, Brig Charles Wright, Dr 
Christopher Loyn, Mrs Marilynne 
Morgan, His Hon Michael Rich, QC, Judge 
Michael Gledhill, QC, His Hon Roger 
Thorn, QC, His Hon Jeremy Connor, His 
Hon Peter Bowsher, QC, Mr Terence 
Mowschenson, QC, Ms Rachel Langdale, 
QC, Mr Andrew Hochhauser, QC, Mr 
Adrain Whitfield, QC, Mr David 
Balcombe, QC, Mr George Laurence, QC, 
Ms Sally Smith, QC, Mr Mark Cannon, QC, 
Mr Martin Forde, QC, Mr Stephen 
Hockman, QC, Mr Andrew Sutcliffe, QC, 
Mr Tim Bames, QC, Mr Nigel Rumfitt, QC, 
Mr Nicholas Purnell, QC, and Mrs Purnell, 
Mr Hugh Carlisle, QC, and Mrs Carlisle, 

Ms Diana Cotton, QC, Prof Graham 
Zellick, QC, Mrs Ros Wright, QC. 

Judge Hilliard, QC, Recorder of 
London, Mr Colin Davidson, Middle 
Temple, Mr Anthony Engel, Midland 
Circuit, Mr Derrick Dale, QC, Fountain 
Court Chambers, Mr Richard Booth, QC, 1 
Crown Office Row, Mr Simeon Maskrey, 
QC, 7 Bedford Row, Mr Christopher 
Morcom, QC, Temple Music Trust, and 
Mrs Morcom, His Hon John Mitchell, 
Middle Temple Historical Society, and Ms 
Karen Parkes, The Bar Refreshers, 
together with many other friends. 


Bridge Hand 

Solo slam falls to earth 


By Tom Townsend 

Dealer East 

Vulnerability North-South 


♦ QJ85 
*AK4 

♦ K 

♦ AQ732 


♦ 6 

y 985 

♦ J10542 

♦ J654 


N 

W E 

5 


^107432 

♦ 6 

♦AQ863 
♦ K 8 


♦ AK9 

♦ QJ10732 

♦ 97 

♦ 10 9 


West North 

pass 24 K 1 ) 

54 ey 

pass 


East South 

pass iy 
dble(2) 2y 
pass pass 


(1) Natural and game-forcing 

(2) Take-out double 


Contract 6y 
Declarer South 
Opening Lead 4*6 

FROM last week’s round of fixtures 
in the TGR League. The deal was 
played at six tables. Four times 
South played 4y or 5y, making 11 
tricks. One West bought it in 54 
doubled, down one for minus 100 
- good business. 

At my table the auction was as 
above. South was not too strong 
for a weak 2y, at unfavourable 
vulnerability, but South preferred 
iy to keep spades in the picture. 
East got in with a double of 24K 
enabling West to bounce to 5 ♦. 
Deprived of 4NT Blackwood, 

North simply bid what he thought 
he could make - 6y. 

Neither defender was tempted 
to sacrifice in 7y, because 


defensive prospects looked good. 
East had his ace, plus the 4*K over 
the bidder. Should he have 
Lightner-doubled, for the unusual 
lead of a club? West suggested it 
after the fact. 

For his part. West had no high 
cards, but the singleton 4*6 was a 
potential safe-blower. He could 
predict one down (on a spade ruff) 
whenever East had ♦A or yA. 

The opening lead was critical. 

As the cards lie, an opening club 
lead beats slam by force. East 
makes either a club and a diamond, 
or two late diamond tricks. 

An opening diamond lead gives 
it. East wins and shifts to a spade. 
South takes ♦A, ruffs a diamond 
high, draws trump and claims, 
discarding his second club on the 
fourth spade. It’s much the same 
on a trump lead. 

On West’s obvious spade lead 
South had options. He won ♦A, 
and interrogated East-West about 
their signalling methods; as if East 
would show count for his benefit 
in a slam. South took two rounds of 
trumps with the and ^A, then 
called for the ♦K. East aced it and 
returned a spade, ruffed by West 
for one down. 

To make 6y on a spade lead, 
South must place East with both 
♦A and 4»K, as might be expected 
for his double. 

On best defence he must also 
read the distribution. He takes 
six hearts and four spades to leave 
a three-card ending, with 4K 
and 4»AQ in dummy. East should 
come down to bare +K and two 
diamonds. This gives South a 
genuine decision: throw East in 
with a diamond to enforce a club 
return, or try to drop his bare 4»K. 

Final Result 6^ off one, N/S -100 
Par Result 5y made, N/S +650 


visited Lorenzo Quinn’s Artist’s 
Foundry, Vails, Barcelona. 

The Earl of Wessex, Chairman 
of the Board of Trustees, The Duke 
of Edinburgh’s International 
Award Foundation, subsequently 
visited Lorenzo Quinn’s Artist’s 
Studio, Gava Park, Gava, 
Barcelona. 

His Royal Highness this 
evening arrived at Farnborough 
Airport, Hampshire, from Spain. 

Colonel Paul Arengo-Jones was 
in attendance. 

For more details about the Royal 
Family visit the Royal website at 
www.royal.uk 


Today’s birthdays 

Mr Leslie Bricusse, composer 
and lyricist, is 88; Mr Raman 
Subba Row, Chairman, Test and 
County Cricket Board, 1985-90, 


87; Mr Malcolm Binns, concert 
pianist, 83; Prof Germaine 
Greer, writer and broadcaster, 
80; Sir Richard Needham, 
former Conservative MP, 77; Prof 
F.R. Hartley, Vice-Chancellor of 
Cranfield University, 1989-2006, 
77; Mr Tony Blackburn, disc 
jockey, 76; Mr Tom Selleck, 
actor, 74; the Rt Rev Nigel 
Stock, Bishop at Lambeth, 
2013-17, 69; Earl Howe 68; Sir 
Andy Roberts, former West 
Indies cricketer, 68; Dame 
Julie Mellor, Parliamentary 
and Health Service Ombudsman, 
2012-17, 62; Mr Sean Kerly, 
former England field hockey 
player, 59; Miss Clare Balding, 
broadcaster and author, 48; 
and the Duke of Westminster, 
28. 

Today is the anniversary of the 
institution of the Victoria Cross in 
1856. 


FIRST WORLD WAR 


_ LONDON, WEDNESDAY JANUARY 29,1919 _ 

PEACE CONFERENCE 
AND THE GERMAN 
COLONIES 


THEIR FATE DISCUSSED. 


The Press Bureau last night issued the following official com¬ 
munique: 

PARIS, Tuesday. 

The President of the United States, the Prime Ministers and For¬ 
eign Ministers of the United States, the British Empire, France, and 
Italy, and the representatives of Japan held two meetings to-day, 
the first from eleven till 12.30 and the second from four to 6.30. 
An exchange of views took place on the German colonies in 
the Far East and the Pacific and on those in Africa. The rep¬ 
resentatives of the Dominions were present at these two ses¬ 
sions, the representatives of China at that in the morning, 
and the Marquis Salvago-Raggi at that in the afternoon. 

In the morningthe delegates of Australia, New Zealand, Japan, and 
China were heard. In the afternoon M. Henri Simon, French Min¬ 
ister of the Colonies, explained the views of his department on 
colonial questions. 

In addition the fundamental principles of the League of 
Nations and their application were considered. 

The next meeting will take place to-morrow at eleven o’clock. 

THE SMALLER NATIONS. 


From PERCEVAL LANDON. PARIS, Tuesday. 


It is reported this morning that all the wires between Paris and the 
Channel have been broken by the snowstorm, which may account 
for any delay or interruption in the news service. 

Scarcely a day passes without the need to revise in some 
measure one’s conception of the composition and tendencies 
of the Conference and Committees. But recent transactions 
have indicated in what is probably a final manner these 
important considerations, and it is worth while to sketch the 
powers and influences which characterise this great con¬ 
gress. It will be remembered that a body composed of two 
representatives apiece of each of the five Great Powers has 
control of procedure. This control by what is becoming uni¬ 
versally called the Council of Ten is very material to the 
results which will ultimately be obtained; and it may be 
added that this Council of Ten does not intend to allow its 
authority in this matter to be weakend in any Way. The Pres¬ 
ident of the Conference made that quite clear last Saturday. 
He said that the losses suffered by the five Great Powers had 
given them the right to deal with the terms of peace without 
consulting other nations. The smaller powers had, however, 
been called in, not that they should be forced into action 
which was repugnant to them: they were invited there to give 
their help. But M. Clemenceau made it quite clear that the 
final decisions would rest with the representatives of the five. 
This control of procedure in practice gives the Council of Ten the 
powers of an executive. The form in which questions are to be 
submitted to the Conference is regulated by them, and any insur¬ 
mountable difference of opinion upon a committee charged with 
the duty of presenting a proposal for the adoption of the Confer¬ 
ence will be dealt with by the Council. It will be seen that there is 
no attempt to conceal the fact that an ultimate authority is needed 
behind the Conference, or that the five powers have not hesitated 
to assume the responsibility of constituting themselves such an 
authority. When, however, M. Hymans, of Belgium, made a formal 
protest against the allocation of only five seats on the League of 
Nations Committee to the smaller powers, there was displayed a 
feeling that was not less than one of protest on behalf of practically 
the whole of the minor nationalities. The events of yesterday have 
somewhat cleared the situation, but they have cleared it in a man¬ 
ner which was not perhaps anticipated. 

There seemed a tendency on the part of the small powers to 
elect Belgium as spokesman of what may develop into a kind 
of opposition. M. Jules Cambon, a diplomat of diplomats, 
expressed his sympathy with the natural wishes of the smaller 
states, and will, of course, transmit their protest to the Coun¬ 
cil. But it is not believed that their suggestion, which involves 
a very large increase of the committee appointed to deal with 
the problems of the League, will be adopted. No one knows 
better than M. Clemenceau, Mr. Lloyd George, and Mr. Wilson 
that the smaller the committee the speedier the work; and at 
this point it may not be inopportune to remark that, as was the 
case in the Republic of Venice, the real authority of the Council 
of Ten is for most purposes wielded by a council of three. 


Chess 

Carlsen on course 


By Malcolm Pein 

PATIENT exploitation of an 
endgame advantage ensured that 
Magnus Carlsen was well set for a 
seventh victory at the Tata Steel 
tournament. The world champion 
overcame Jan-Krzysztof Duda and 
led Anish Giri by half a point 
before the pair clashed in the 13th 
and final round. Giri tried to play 
for a win against Teimour 
Radjabov, but his pawn grab was 
risky and he was relieved when his 
opponent offered a draw. 

Following Sam Shankland’s 
disaster in the previous round, 

Ian Nepomniachtchi played for a 
win with black, but soon regretted 
5...e6?!: Bg7, 0-0 followed by b6 
or Nc6 is playable. 
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c418.Bc2 Rb819.Rxb8 Nxb8 See 
board left. Black looks strategically 
lost, whether or not he takes on a2. 
His bishop will never see the light 
of day. 20.h4! h6 21.h5 g5 22.Nh2 
Nc6 23.Ng4 Na7 24.Bdl Nb5 
25.Rh3 Bd7 26.f4 gxf4 27.Qxf4 
Qf8 28.Qf6 (White concentrates 
his fire on f7) 28...Bc6 29.a4 Na7 
30.Rf3 Nc8 31.Bc2 Ne7 
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32.Bg6 Kd8 33.Bxf7 Kc7 34.Qxe6 
Nc8 35.Qf61-0 Black has no 
sensible moves and Bxd5 Qxf6 
Nxd5 is one threat. 

Haldorsen - Yuffa from the 
Gibraltar Masters, where no player 
made it to 5/5. Michael Adams and 
Nigel Short were on 4/5. Black to 
play and win: 


S. Shankland -1. Nepomniachtchi 
l.e4 d6 2.d4 Nf6 3.Nc3 g6 4.Be3 
a6 5.h3 e6?! 6.Bd3 Nbd7 7.Nf3 b5 
8.e5! (A point of 5.h3. Black does 
not have the resource dxe5 and 
Ng4) 8...b4 9.Ne4 Nxe410.Bxe4 
d5 (Reaching a French Defence 
structure where White’s centre is 
secure and Black has played the 
weakening g7-g6) ll.Bd3 c512.c3 
bxc313.bxc3 Qa514.Bd2 Qa3 

15. Qe2 Bh6?! (With the point 

16. Bxh6?? Qxc3+, but this weakens 
the dark squares. Better 15...Rb8 
16.0-0 Be7) 16.Rbl! Bxd2+ 17.Qxd2 



Answer: 
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Births 


MACPHERSON.— On 30th November 
2018, to Louisa (nee Gibbs) and Jamie, a 
daughter, Matilda Julia Mary, a sister for 
Georgia and Beatrice. 

Online ref:A230705 


MINNS.— On Thursday 24th January 
2019, at Corniche Hospital, Abu Dhabi, 
to Greer Louise (nee Cooper) and James 
Alexander, a daughter Xanthe Valentine, 
a sister for Jago Sebastian and Herbie 
Alexander. 

Online ref:A230689 


Deaths 


BOOTH.— Roger John Nimmo, on 18th 
January at Stoke Mandeville Hospital, 
aged 83 years, formerly of Castle Eden. 
Funeral Service to take place at St. 
Andrew's Parish Church, Blackhall on 
Wednesday 6th February at 1 p.m. prior 
to interment at Castle Eden 
Churchyard. All friends are kindly 
invited, please meet at the church. 
Family flowers only please, donation in 
lieu to the Royal National Institute for 
the Blind. A plate will be provided at 
church. 

Online ref: 564746 


BORTHWICK.— Pamela, born 
29/1/1921, died peacefully on 24/1/2019 
aged 97. Much loved widow of David, 
mother of Sara, Ginna and Emma, 
grandmother and great-grandmother. 
Private cremation, thanksgiving service 
at a later date in Beaulieu Abbey Church. 
Details/flowers - F W House & Sons, 
Lymington. 

Online ref: 564742 


BRANCH.— Sue, died on 25th January. 
Much loved and admired by brother 
Nicky and so many friends. New Zealand 
loses a gifted musician, an inspirational 
teacher and a great character. 

Text: 07500 477700. 

Online ref:A230700 


BRUCE-JONES.-Tom A. CBE. At home 
on Wednesday 23rd January 2019. 
Private funeral service. Details of 
memorial service will follow to which 
everyone is welcome. 

Online ref: 564728 


BUNN.— Richard Herbert died 
peacefully on 22nd January 2019, aged 
82 years. Father of Nicholas, Jonathan, 
Timothy and Philip, stepfather to 
Richard and Anne, and a proud 
grandfather of 12. Much loved by all and 
greatly missed. A Service of 
Thanksgiving will be held at All Saints, 
Thurlestone, Devon on 15th February at 
2 p.m. No flowers please but donations, if 
desired, to St Luke’s Hospice, 

Plymouth. All enquiries to Hallett & 
Perring Funeralcare, Stoneleigh, 

Western by Pass, Totnes, Devon TQ9 
5SS. Tel: 01803 862417. 

Online ref: 564671 


CARTER.— Leslie Kenneth. Loving 
husband, father and grandfather passed 
away 21st January 2019. Funeral to be 
held at Chilterns Crematorium, 
Amersham HP7 OND on 11th February 
2019 at 2.45 p.m. Donations please to 
Alzheimer’s Society. 

Online ref: 564720 


EZEKIEL.— David, aged 88. Died 
peacefully in hospital after a mercifully 
short illness. He was beloved by wife 
Carolyn, sons Marcus and Bill and 
grandsons Joe and Frederick. 
Celebration of his life at St Mary’s 
Church Hall, Stoke D’Abernon KT113PX 
at 11.30 a.m. for 12 noon. Enquiries to 
James and Thomas Funeral Directors. 
Tel: 01932 862009. 

Online ref:564675 

FRASER.— Major Michael Quintin, late 
7th Queen's Own Hussars. Died 
suddenly, aged 89 on 18th January 2019. 
Devoted husband for 61 years to 
Vivienne, loving father of Deborah, 
Charles, Fleur and Marcus and adored 
grandfather of Emerald, Iona, Maudie, 
Nairne, Eleni and Andreas. Funeral at 
St Mary's, Birnam, Dunkeld, Perthshire 
PH8 OBJ on 18th February at 2 p.m. 

No flowers please. 

Online ref:A230664 

GIBBON.— Laurence Haydn. On January 
21st, aged 86. Beloved and devoted 
husband of Rita Gibbon (d.2006) and 
much loved father of Imogen. Funeral at 
All Saints', Hovingham, N. Yorkshire on 
Thursday 7th February at 11.30 a.m. No 
flowers please. Donations if wished 
made payable to Hovingham PCC. 
Enquiries to G & M Agar Funeral 
Directors, New Road, Kirbymoorside, 
Y062 6DZ. Tel: 01752 431711. 

Online ref:564730 

GREY.— Aubrey died peacefully on 6th 
January 2019. A much loved father and 
grandfather, who will be sorely 
missed. Service of Thanksgiving at St 
Mary’s Church, Kempsey, Worcester 
on Friday 8th February at 2.30 p.m. 
Family flowers only please, but 
donations to the Alzheimer’s Society 
may be left at Church or sent to E J 
Gumery & Son, 68/70 Ombersley Road, 
Worcester, WR3 7EU. 

Online ref:564606 

GUESS.— David Stacey passed away 
peacefully on 23rd January 2019, aged 
87. Sadly missed by all his family. His 
Funeral will be held at Southend 
Crematorium on 13th February at 
11.20 a.m. No flowers please, but 
donations, if desired, to Parkinson's UK. 
Online ref:A230680 

HARE.— David died peacefully on 25th 
January 2019, aged 84. Much loved 
husband of Joyce and father of Steve and 
Tim, grandfather of Declan, Alfie and 
Emma. 

Online ref:A230693 

HART.— James Christopher on 28th 
December 2018, died suddenly but 
peacefully at his home in Wellesbourne, 
Warwickshire, aged 71 years. His 
Funeral Service will take place in the 
North Chapel of Oakley Wood 
Crematorium, CV33 9QP on Friday 8th 
February at 12 noon. No flowers by 
request, but donations, if wished, for 
the benefit of ‘The Matt Hampson 
Foundation’ may be donated via 
https://www.justgiving.com/ 
fundraising/chris-hart-rugby, 
left at the service or sent c/o R. Locke & 
Son, The Precinct, Wellesbourne, 

CV35 9NL. Tel: 01789 840744. 

Online ref:564676 

HEROYS.— Nicholas died peacefully on 
26th January 2019. Adored husband of 
Sue, loving father of Michael and 
Alexander. Private family cremation. 
Thanksgiving service at a later date to be 
announced. 

Online ref:A230698 


NORRINGTON.— Jeannette, nee Potter, 
passed away peacefully in Epsom 
General Hospital on 18th January, aged 
88. Much loved wife of John and mother 
of Paul and David. Funeral Service at St 
Martin's Church, Epsom on Monday 18th 
February at 11 a.m. followed by private 
committal at Randalls Park 
Crematorium. No flowers, but donations, 
if desired to Stroke Association or The 
Leprosy Mission or Alzheimer's 
Research UK c/o W A Truelove & Son 
Ltd, 14/18 Church Road, Epsom, Surrey, 
KT174AB. 

Online ref:564683 


PARRY- JONES.-Dr Mary. On January 
19th 2019, passed away peacefully at 
Bodelwyddan Residential Home, 
Rhosneigr (previously of Valley, 
Anglesey) aged 96 years. Beloved wife of 
the late Dr John Parry-Jones, dear 
mother of Elizabeth and Trevor and a 
much loved grandmother and great 
grandmother. Funeral Service and 
Committal on Friday February 1st, at 
Bangor Crematorium at 11 a.m. Family 
flowers only but donations in memory 
kindly accepted towards The Salvation 
Army c/o Melvin Rowlands Funeral 
Directors Ltd, Minafon, Church Street, 
Llangefni, Anglesey, LL77 7DU. 

Tel: 01248 723111. 

Online ref:564750 


PEACE.— Tom. Died 20th January 2019. 
Dearly loved by all his family. Private 
close family cremation, followed by a 
Service of Thanksgiving on February 
14th at 2.30 p.m. at All Saints Church, 
Helmsley, North Yorkshire. No flowers 
but donations, if desired, to St 
Catherine’s Hospice and Dementia 
Forward c/o Adam Collier Funeral 
Services, Sawmill Lane, Helmsley, York, 
Y062 5DQ. 

Online ref:A230715 


PYE.— Joan Margaret, MA, Hon FNucI, 
passed away peacefully at home, aged 
102, on 17th January 2019. Joan was a 
celebrated academic and active 
community member dedicating much of 
her time to local committees and groups. 
She will be greatly missed but fondly 
remembered by her family and all who 
knew her. The Funeral will take place on 
Monday 11th February 2019 at West 
Berkshire Crematorium at 2.15 p.m. All 
are welcome to attend. Donations in 
Joan's memory may be made to Naomi 
House. Donation cheques may be sent to 
c/o Camp Hopson, 90 West Street, 
Newbury, Berkshire, RG141HA. 

Online ref:564713 


READ.— Kathleen Eunice 
(nee McCracken) died on 27th January 
2019, aged 98. Much loved wife of the 
late Tommy, mother of Michael and 
David (deceased) and grandmother to 
Kate, Charlie, Harry, Louise and Sophie. 
Funeral private. 

Online ref:A230717 


SMITH.— Charles Mayfield CBE CA FEI 
FSUT. Peacefully in Guernsey on 22nd 
January 2019 aged 89 years. Loved and 
loving husband of Isobel, father of Colin, 
Graham and Carolyn. Grandfather of 
Jenni, Claire, Callum, Abi, Laura and 
Andrew. Great grandfather of Leah and 
Harry. Former Managing Director of 
Chevron UK. Celebration of his life to be 
held at St Columba's Church of Scodand, 
Pont Street, London on Saturday 16th 
February 2019 at 12 noon. All who knew 
him are welcome to join the family at 
Jumeirah Carlton Tower Hotel following 
the service. 

Online ref:A230692 


STEPHENSON.— Sheila on 19th January 
2019, aged 91, wife of the late Major 
General John Stephenson. Funeral 
Service at St Peter's Church, Stockbridge 
on Friday 8th February at 2.30 p.m. 
Donations to Alzheimer's Society c/o 
Richard Steel & Partners, Winchester. 
Online ref:564681 


TRAVERS.-On 16th January 2019, Neil 
Rennie Eaton, beloved husband of 
Dawn, father and grandfather. Funeral 
has taken place in Timoleague, Co Cork. 
Online ref:A230701 


WALL.— Janet Eveline on 20th January 
2019, aged 86 years. Beloved wife of the 
late John, much loved mother of David, 
Philip and Roger and proud 
grandmother of six. Funeral Service 
at Great Glen Crematorium, Leics on 
Tuesday 5th February at 2.30 p.m. No 
flowers. Donations c/o 
www.jstampandsons.co.uk 
Online ref:564672 


WALTERS.— Reginald Anthony, 
formerly of Raynes Park, passed away 
on 6th December 2018, aged 83. Much 
loved by his family in Australia. His 
Funeral will be held at Putney Vale 
Crematorium, Stag Lane, Wimbledon, 
SW15 3DZ at 4 p.m. on 29th January 
2019. 

Online ref:A230706 


WIGHTMAN.— Joan Margaret, of 
Chelmsford, died peacefully 13th 
January 2019, aged 94. "With Christ". 
All enquiries: 01245 471157. 

Online ref:A230523 


WILD.— Edwin Joseph (Ned). Passed 
away on 5th August 2018, in Crewkerne, 
Somerset. 

Online ref:A230691 


In memoriam 


CLELAND.— Geoffrey John, fondly 
remembered on his 80th birthday. 
Jane, Caroline and Honor. 

Online ref:564613 


JACKSON.— Iain Richard. January 29th 
1978 - August 29th 2013. Loved so much 
and missed every day. Kate, Geoff, Carol, 
Fiona, John, Jeff and Joy. 

Online ref:564571 


TUMMONS.— Faith, died two years ago 
on Sunday 29th January 2017. Adored 
wife, mother and grandma, remembered 
with love each day. Peter, Naomi, 
Jonathan and Jo. 

Online ref:564666 


In memoriam their 
name liveth for evermore 

HAIG.— Douglas, Field Marshal, Earl 
Haig of Bemersyde, the Educated 
Soldier, steadfast Commander-in-Chief 
of the Great British and Empire Armies 
in France 1915-1919, founder of the Royal 
British Legion, on the 91st anniversary of 
hi s death, 29th January 1928. 

Online ref:563553 


CRICHTON-MILLER.— Angus 
(Edinburgh), died on Wednesday 
January 23rd, 2019, peacefully at home 
in Edinburgh in his 80th year after an 
illness. Much loved husband of Morag, 
father, with Gay, of Tessa and Katie, 
brother of Neil and Jenny. Angus was 
enthusiastic in his support of his 
extended family and friends. He was in 
typically good humour until the end. 
There is to be a private funeral and then 
a celebration in Edinburgh at a date to be 
confirmed. 

Online ref: 564705 


CRUIKSHANK.— John Graham, FRCP 
(Ed), died peacefully on 26th November 
2018, aged 80. Beloved husband of 
Susan. A private funeral was held in 
December. A Service of Thanksgiving 
for John's life will be held on his 
birthday, Saturday 9th March, at Christ 
Church, Morningside, Edinburgh, at 
2 p.m. 

Online ref:A230716 


DICKSON.-George H. Dickson, MS, 
FRCS. Died peacefully at Worthing 
Hospital on Sunday 27th January aged 
82, surrounded by family, after a long 
fight with Parkinson's. At his request no 
funeral. Husband to Mary, father, 
grandfather and great-grandfather. 

Will be greatly missed. 

Online ref:A230713 


JOHNSON.— Joan (nee Pearce) died 
peacefully on 16th January 2019, aged 85, 
at The Royal Sussex County Hospital. 
Mother to Sally, Hayley (deceased) and 
Julia. Granny or Bunny to Jemima, 
Georgina, Naomi, Marianne and Oscar. 
Funeral for immediate family only on 
Friday 8th February 2019. Flowers to 
Seven Dials Funeralcare, 124 Dyke Road, 
Brighton BN13TE. 

Online ref:564608 

KERR.— Richard Henry Prescott passed 
away peacefully on 24th January 2019 at 
Hynetown House, Dartmouth. Dearly 
beloved husband of the late Bea, loved 
brother of Armstrong, Margaret, the late 
Elro and the late Edmund. Will be sadly 
missed by the family circle. Memorial 
service private. 

Online ref:A230699 

MECREDY.— R.B. Died peacefully on 
20th January 2019. Dearly loved 
husband, father, grandfather and 
great-grandfather. He will be sadly 
missed. 

Online ref:A230697 

MEZULIANIK.— Paul died peacefully 
on 21st January, aged 97. Survivor of the 
sinking of The Arandora Star and a 
‘Dunera Boy’. Funeral at Chilterns 
Crematorium, Amersham on 11th 
February at 11.45 a.m. All enquiries 
Arnold’s Funeral Services, Marlow. 
Online ref:A230704 


Personal 


Text for the day 


BE ALERT and of sober mind. Your 
enemy the devil prowls around like a 
roaring lion looking for someone to 
devour. 

1 Peter 5.8 


Birthdays 

Happy Birthday Mum! 

Thank you for all that you do for us, your 
patience and kindness never goes 
unnoticed. Hope you have a wonderful 
day, you deserve it! Love, Roisin x 
Online ref:564459 
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The Telegraph Gardener’s Diary 2019 
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Obituaries 


Mary Oliver 

Pulitzer Prize-winning poet whose evocations of nature won her fans including Hillary Clinton 


Minos Zombanakis 

Banking innovator who rewrote 
the rules of international finance 



Mary Oliver with one of her dogs: at one point she and her partner owned four dogs and 17 cats 


M ary Oliver, who has died 
aged 83, was a poet whose 
work responded intensely 
to the natural world and 
won many admirers, 
including Laura Bush and 
Hillary Clinton. Her poetry celebrated the 
wildlife she observed, particularly around 
her long-term home of Provincetown, 
Massachusetts - “wild” was perhaps her 
most frequently recurring adjective - and 
these celebrations would lead to spiritual 
reflections on humanity’s place in the 
universe. 

One of her best known poems puts this 
clearly: “Whoever you are, no matter how 
lonely,/the world offers itself to your 
imagination,/calls to you like the wild 
geese, harsh and exciting -/over and over 
announcing your place/in the family of 
things.” 

One critic sneered that at least one could 
say of her poetry that “no animals were 
harmed in the making of it”. But she was far 
from naive about nature, and was frank 
about wildlife being red in tooth and claw, 
as when observing her beloved dogs 
pursuing a deer (unsuccessfully). 

While her work had a freshness that 
attracted a wide readership and set her 
apart from the academic mainstream, her 
influences were poets who preferred direct 
interaction with the world. 

She considered Walt Whitman a brother, 
wrote highly engaged essays on Emerson, 
had an affinity with Emily Dickinson and 
paid Thoreau’s attention to her 
environment. In all of this, she was the heir 
of the American Transcendentalists and, 
like them, found a spirit that animated 
everything. 

Her attitude to poets and the past was 
perhaps best summed up by an observation 
made in an essay: “I read about the poet 
who threw his books away, the better to 
come to a spiritual completion. Yet I keep 
my books.” Conversely, one of her poems 
begins: “Some things, say the wise ones 
who know everything,/are not living. I say, 


you live your life your way and leave me 
alone.” She was readily sympathetic to 
Wordsworth when he imagined himself 
being pursued by a mountain for stealing a 
boat. 

For all the darkness she saw in nature, 
she consistently saw it as a force for good, 
for reflection and perspective. She once 
wished that Donald Rumsfeld could romp 
like a boy with one of her dogs and become 
“for once, for a moment, a rational man”. 

Mary Oliver was born at Maple Heights, 
near Cleveland, Ohio, on September 10 
1935. Her father was a teacher and athletics 
coach. She spoke of a large extended family, 


and later in life recalled child abuse during 
an interview. In 1952, when Mary Oliver 
was 17, she impulsively drove to Austerlitz 
in New York state, where the poet Edna St 
Vincent Millay had died two years earlier. 

There she formed a friendship with the 
late poet’s sister, Norma, and agreed to help 
with putting the literary estate in order. 
This she did for the next six years. 

Mary Oliver left both Ohio State 
University and Vassar College without 
finishing a degree. On a return visit to 
Austerlitz in 1958, she met the 
photographer Molly Malone Cook, who was 
to become the love of her life. The couple 


set up home in Provincetown and many of 
Mary Oliver’s poems were about the peace 
she found in the landscape there, even if it 
was a peace that could occasionally be 
disturbed by Molly when she took her 
speedboat out or signed up for flying 
lessons. At one point they had four dogs 
(one named Percy, after Shelley) and 17 cats. 

No Voyage and Other Poems, Mary Oliver’s 
first collection, appeared in 1963. She had 
been writing poems since the age of 14, and 
had long settled on it as a vocation, 
accepting as she did so that she would never 
be rich. The quiet production of more 
volumes of poetry and essays was seldom 
disturbed, except for the award of a Pulitzer 
Prize in 1984 for American Primitive. She 
was doing the washing-up when the 
telephone rang, and felt that the swing from 
being unknown to known was especially 
sharp in her case. 

In 1986 the US Information Agency 
enabled the couple to travel to Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Japan and New Zealand. 

Molly Cook, who had been Norman 
z Mailer’s literary agent, looked after her 
g partner’s business dealings, too, sometimes 
§ answering calls pretending to be the poet. 
Publishers often knew this, and played 
along. 

In 2005, however, Molly was diagnosed 
with lung cancer; Mary Oliver cared for her 
until her death later that year. After that she 
moved to Hobe Sound, Florida, where she 
felt lonely but calm. She continued to 
produce poetry that embraced whatever 
nature brought; one of the things that 
divided critics was her willingness to 
deliver lessons in her work, but many were 
braced by the boldness of such lines as 
“What misery to be afraid of death”. 

She was unafraid of naysayers, and one 
poem reads like a manifesto: “I want to 
make poems that say right out, 
plainly,/what I mean, that don’t go looking 
for the laces of elaboration, puffed sleeves.” 

Mary Oliver, bom September101935, died 
January172019 


Commander Bill ‘Kiwi’ Smith 

Steered a submarine through the harbour defences of Singapore in an attack on Japanese cruisers 


C OMMANDER BILL “KIWI” SMITH, 
who has died aged 96, was at the 
controls of the midget submarine 
XE3, commanded by Lt-Cdr Ian 
Fraser, during Operation Struggle, when 
shortly before midnight on July 301945 she 
began her attack on two Japanese cruisers 
in Singapore harbour. 

Having been towed by a parent 
submarine, Stygian, to the Horsborough 
Light, a lighthouse off Singapore, the 
underwater approach up the Straits of 
Johore through numerous harbour 
defences took some 12 hours. The 
submerged passage required steady 
depth-keeping and great concentration 
from Smith, and, as the buoyancy altered 
between salt seawater and the fresher 
waters higher up the strait, he constantly 
trimmed the craft. 

Once, after Fraser ordered a depth of 
40 ft, XE3 hit the bottom and broke the 
Chernikeef speed log, leaving the gyro 
compass as the only mechanical aid to 
navigation. Fraser, who knew Singapore 
from his pre-war days in the Merchant 
Navy, took frequent sights through the 
periscope to guide XE3 by eye. 

After two hours’ searching for their 
camouflaged target, XE3 stopped under the 
keel of the 10,000-ton Takao, and Fraser 
and Leading Seaman James Magennis left 
through watertight hatches to place limpet 
mines and two-ton explosive charges under 
the cruiser. 

However, when Fraser and Magennis 
returned inside XE3 the tide had dropped, 
trapping the submarine under the cruiser, 
until, after 15 minutes of panic, they worked 
the boat backwards and forwards and XE3 


plopped free. The crew had been on duty 
and mostly awake, fuelled by orange juice 
and Benzedrine, for 52 hours before they 
were able to rendezvous in Singapore Strait 
with Stygian. 

Takao was severely damaged when the 
charges blew. Fraser and Magennis were 
awarded the Victoria Cross, Smith received 
the DSO and Engine Room Artificer Charles 
Reed, who had been at the motors, received 
the Conspicuous Gallantry Medal. 

Later, in the depot ship, Bonaventure, 
Captain “Tiny” Fell asked: “The other 
cruiser hasn’t been destroyed - will you go 
back and have another go?” Fraser and 
Smith exchanged glances and in silent 
agreement said: “Yes, we’ll go back.” But 
they were relieved when the atom bomb 
was dropped. Smith recalled: “That put paid 
to our going back. Thank God.” 

William James Lanyon Smith was born 
on December 11922 into a family of 
publicans at Gore, South Island, and 
educated at the Cathedral Grammar School 
in Christchurch. 

He enlisted in the New Zealand Army in 
1940 as an artillerist, but when he found that 
only men with experience in the Western 
Desert would be accepted as officers he 
transferred to the Navy in May 1943. 

After a short time in the battleship Duke 
of York he was accepted for officer training 
at HMS King Alfred at Brighton, where he 
volunteered for special service and found 
himself being tested to assess his suitability 
as a submariner. Successful, Smith trained 
on midget submarines in Scotland and was 
made captain of a training craft, before 
becoming first lieutenant of the operational 
submarine XE6. 



Mission fuelled by orange juice and Benzedrine 

With the war in Europe drawing to a 
close, the midget submarines were 
transferred to the Far East, where, after the 
tragic loss of two officers in diving 
accidents, the submarine flotilla’s crews 
were reshuffled and Smith was teamed with 
Fraser in XE3. 

In 1946 Smith was chosen as one of the 
officers to bolster the newly established 
Royal New Zealand Navy. He was in the 
New Zealand cruiser Bellona when about 
100 men, already on leave, mutinied, but 
the actions of the cruiser’s officers 
prevented any sailors on duty from joining 
the mutiny. 

After further training in Britain, Smith 
was bored by peacetime duties as gunnery 


officer in the Loch-class frigate HMNZS 
Hawea, and when he heard that another 
ship was being commissioned as a survey 
ship he immediately volunteered. Sent to 
Portsmouth, he recruited some 200 Royal 
Navy sailors to join him in manning 
Lachlan and to take her over in Fremantle 
from the Royal Australian Navy. 

After loan to the Royal Navy (1953-55), he 
returned to New Zealand and became 
involved in the setting up of Scott Base in 
Antarctica. Next, he was first lieutenant of 
HMNZS Endeavour, which supported New 
Zealand’s trans-Antarctica team, and after 
further loan to the Royal Navy in 1958, 
Smith returned to become the first New 
Zealand-born captain of Lachlan (1960-62). 
In 1962 he was appointed as the first 
Hydrographer of the Royal New Zealand 
Navy, where he served until retirement in 
1972. In 1968 he was appointed OBE. 

He lived quietly in retirement as a tutor 
in Surveying at the Technical 
Correspondence Institute; he enjoyed golf, 
tennis and ski-ing and supported numerous 
charities. 

His medals, papers and Antarctica 
memorabilia were donated to the Torpedo 
Bay Naval Museum in Auckland. Though 
modest and unassuming, Smith was 
flattered when the RNZN’s Maritime 
Combat Support Centre at the Devonport 
Naval Base was named after him in 2006. 

Smith married a fellow Cantabrian, 
Natalie Vale: she predeceased him in 2018 
and he is survived by his daughter, Victoria 
Daniel. 

Cdr WJL Smith, bom December11922, 
died December22018 


Richard Fremantle 

High-living maverick who wrote scholarly studies of Florentine Gothic and early Renaissance art 


R ichard fremantle, who has 
died aged 82, was a well-heeled 
aesthete and bon vivant with a 
passion for Florentine art. A dual 
US-British national who spoke five 
languages, he was a maverick who rejected 
the constraints of academia, never holding a 
formal post, yet was widely respected as an 
expert in his field. 

His magnum opus was his ground¬ 
breaking 1975 work, Florentine Gothic 
Painters: A Guide to Painting in and near 
Florencefrom Giotto to Masaccio, 1300-1450. 
It became a standard reference book. 

The eccentric scion of an aristocratic 
English family, mostly military men and 
clergy of rigid respectability, Richard 
Christian Wynne Fremantle was born at 
Marylebone in central London on May 1 
1936. His father, Christopher, a younger son 
of the 3rd Lord Cottesloe, had rejected the 
traditional path, registering as a 
conscientious objector in the Second World 
War and emigrating to the US, where he 
produced abstract paintings and earned a 
meagre living as an editor. 

Christopher installed his wife and their 
three sons in a New York garret and 
launched the boys into the local “public” 
school. Their English manners and accent 
immediately attracted attention. 

Challenged by a group of bullies to “do 
something different”, Richard grabbed an 
earthworm, which he chewed and 
swallowed in front of them. They were 
never bothered again. 

Fremantle completed his schooling at 
Portsmouth Priory on Rhode Island, then 
studied Art History at Columbia University, 



Fremantle: he was a descendant of the Medicis 


graduating in 1959. He had already made his 
first trip to Florence and had developed a 
passion for Masaccio, whose frescoes adorn 
the Brancacci Chapel in the Church of Santa 
Maria del Carmine. His postgraduate 
dissertation at Columbia examined the 
influence of classical sculpture on the heads 
in Masaccio’s The Tribute Money. 

Masaccio was a revolutionary painter 


who broke with the Gothic style to produce 
lifelike, three-dimensional figures. 
Fremantle’s researches, which he continued 
at the Courtauld Institute in London, 
resulted in a further dissertation, The 
Origins of Masaccio’s Art. 

Fremantle’s mother and aunt had 
rediscovered Eden, the Scottish home of 
their grandfather, Sir Mountstuart Grant 
Duff, on a promontory overlooking the 
River Deveron near Banff. A 17th-century 
hunting lodge on the estate had gradually 
been enlarged, eventually acquiring a 
Palladian front. They bought it for a 
pittance, along with a “glen” and about 30 
acres of land, and presented it to Fremantle. 
He undertook to restore the house and 
grounds, enlisting extended family and 
friends to provide practical help in the 
summer while enjoying an idyllic holiday. 

At the same time, Fremantle - a 
descendant through his mother of the 
Medicis - had acquired a stunning 
Florentine residence, reached by a steep 
spiral staircase, on the sixth floor of the 
medieval stone tower that overlooks the 
Piazza San Pier Maggiore. Its features 
included the candlelit Grotto of the Stars. 

Many hours spent in the archives of the 
Harvard University Center for Renaissance 
Studies at Villa I Tatti bore fruit in 1971 in 
Fremantle’s first book, Florentine Painting 
in the Uffizi. Offered a fellowship at the Villa 
I Tatti, however, he turned it down, feeling 
a formal academic career was not for him. 

Instead, working with his assistants at a 
“chaotic” desk in the tower, he started work 
on Florentine Gothic Painters. An enormous 
tome, it contains 1,335 illustrations, with 


biographies of the artists. Subsequent 
books included God and Money: Florence 
and the Medici in the Renaissance (1992) and 
Masaccio: The Complete Paintings (1999). 

He marshalled his thoughts about 
Masaccio in the form of a novel, Big Tom (a 
translation of Masaccio’s name), published 
online in 2014. 

Fremantle punctuated his work with 
picnicking in olive groves, hosting 
cosmopolitan gatherings at his flat or 
simply enjoying the view with a glass of vin 
blanc cassis. He seemed to know everyone, 
from Annigoni to the Versaces, and was the 
friend, supporter and often model of 
numerous artists based in Tuscany. 

In 2005 he founded FFAST (the 
Fondazione Fremantle per Artisti Stranieri 
in Toscana), whose collection of the works 
of such artists is displayed at the Villa 
Peyron near Fiesole. 

Fremantle sold Eden in 1988 and settled 
permanently in Italy. More dandyish than 
professorial, he was handsome, slim and 
athletic, and always had artistically long 
hair. Kind, generous and urbane, he had a 
wonderful chuckle, mischievous eyes and a 
smile that melted every woman he ever 
met. 

Fremantle’s marriage in 1971 to the artist 
Chloe Fremantle was dissolved in 1983. 
Thereafter, he was never short of female 
company. 

Richard Fremantle is survived by Oskar 
Baines-Fremantle, the child of his 
relationship with Camilla Baines. 

Richard Fremantle, born May11936, died 
November132018 


M inos zombanakis, 

who has died aged 
92, was a pioneer of 
the “Eurodollar” lending 
market that re-made 
London’s reputation as the 
pre-eminent global financial 
centre in the 1960s and 
1970s. 

Zombanakis liked to 
describe himself as “just a 
Cretan peasant”, but as a 
director of the London arm 
of the US bank 
Manufacturers Hanover - 
widely known as “Manny 
Hanny” - he was one of a 
cosmopolitan cohort of City 
bankers who rewrote the 
rules of international 
finance. If rivals contested 
his claim to have invented 
the mechanics of the 
Eurodollar syndicated 
medium-term loan - offered 
to sovereign borrowers at a 
margin over the London 
interbank rate that became 
known as “Libor” - he was 
nevertheless acknowledged 
as a market star. 

“Tall, energetic, highly 
personable and an 
extraordinary salesman,” 
wrote one competitor, 
“Zombanakis also benefited 
from an extraordinary 
publicity agent - himself.” 

He had been early to spot 
the possibility of harnessing 
and redirecting the growing 
volumes of dollar deposits 
that were being held outside 
the US for regulatory and 
tax reasons, and were later 
to be multiplied many times 
over by Middle Eastern oil 
revenues. His first major 
operation was an $80 million 
syndicated loan to Iran in 
1969. 

The following year he 
called on the governor of 
the Bank of Italy, where the 
equivalent of $2-3billion 
was thought to have 
recently fled the country. “If 
you are worried about this 
exodus of funds,” he said, 
“why don’t we try to recycle 
them back to Italy? I hereby 
undertake to raise 
$300million for you.” 

He promptly did so, in a 
five-year loan for the state 
investment company Istituto 
Mobiliare Italiano. The 
model was widely followed 
by other lenders, and in his 
own words the deal was “a 
stunning success”. 

Minos Andreas 
Zombanakis was born on 
July 161926, the second of 
seven surviving children of 
the mayor of Kalyves, a 
farming village on the Greek 
island of Crete. During the 
Nazi occupation Minos 
made his way to Athens 
hoping to study but found 
work in a vegetable market. 
When British troops arrived 
in 1944, he made himself 
useful to them, learnt good 



Claimed credit for ‘Libor’ rate 


English and later assisted US 
aid officials. 

After service in the Greek 
army, Zombanakis joined 
the Bank of Greece as an 
interpreter, and was posted, 
at 26, to be its representative 
in Washington. From there, 
despite not having a degree, 
he somehow gained a place 
at Harvard’s graduate school 
to study Economics and 
Public Administration. 

The late 1950s found him 
in Rome as representative 
for the Middle East, 
specialising in Iran and 
Saudi Arabia, for 
Manufacturers Trust Co, a 
New York commercial bank 
that merged in 1961 with 
Central Hanover Bank & 
Trust to form Manufacturers 
Hanover (eventually part of 
JP Morgan Chase). 

After Manny Hanny, 
Zombanakis worked for 
First Boston and Blyth 
Eastman Dillon, and later as 
an independent consultant 
and chair of Chase 
Manhattan’s international 
advisory council for Europe, 
Africa and the Middle East. 

It was a cause of concern to 
him that the global debt 
market he helped to create 
grew to such dangerous and 
unstable proportions. And 
“having always worked... 
with the assumption that 
you were dealing with 
gentlemen”, he disliked the 
fact that in recent times the 
Libor mechanism had come 
to be manipulated by greedy 
traders. 

He was a confidant of 
many Greek politicians and 
a financial adviser to the 
Greek Orthodox church, but 
shunned the possibility that 
he might become governor 
of the Bank of Greece. In 
2010 a professorship of 
International Finance was 
created in his name at 
Harvard. In retirement he 
built a villa overlooking his 
native village. 

Minos Zombanakis 
married, in 1955, Pia 
Alexakou, a Byzantine art 
expert, who died in 2007. 
Their two sons survive him. 

Minos Zombanakis, bom 
July161926, died 
December222018 
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Last night on television Asa Bennett 


-O- 


A striking look into the 
mindset of the EU top brass 



Political machinations: Jean-Claude Juncker and Angela Merkel 


D iplomacy tends not to 
make good television, 
so it was brave of the 
documentarists Brook 
Lapping to kick off 
Inside Europe: 10 Years 
of Turmoil (BBC Two), their new 
three-part series looking at the inner 
workings of the Brussels machine, by 
poring over the wreckage from David 
Cameron’s ill-fated renegotiation of 
the United Kingdom’s membership. 

The last time these filmmakers 
aimed their cameras at Brussels, they 
were following Jeremy Paxman 
around the city as he sought to 
understand how the European Union 
worked. But they do not have the 
master interrogator helming this 
series. Instead, in this opener, a 
narrator set the scene as viewers were 
taken through the events. 

Most of the story was told by the 
interviewees who were in the room at 
the time of those key exchanges. 
Cameron’s former cabinet colleagues 
George Osborne and William Hague 
recalled how controversial it was to 
even hold a referendum, with 
Cameron’s allies split both ways, 
arguing that the Tories risked being 
split whether one was held or not. 
Osborne feared it could spell disaster, 


while Hague felt it was inevitable. 

The calibre of those being 
interviewed was impressive, with 
no European leader too senior for 
this documentary. Donald Tusk and 
Jean-Claude Juncker, the heads of 
the European Council and European 
Commission respectively, held forth 
on film. So too did the leaders of 
individual European members states, 
such as Dutch premier Mark Rutte, 
and former French Presidents, Nicolas 
Sarkozy and Frangois Hollande. 

The involvement of the EU’s top 
brass made it all the more striking 
how, despite the variety of people 
willing to talk about Cameron, the 
man himself was not able to appear. 
The former prime minister, it is 
understood, has an exclusive deal 
for a documentary series to 
accompany his forthcoming memoirs. 
But the fact he was missing from 
action would have made many viewers 
feel like this was not a balanced 
post-mortem of Cameron’s efforts to 
strike a better deal, but a show trial 
for daring to challenge the EU 
orthodoxy. 

The central plotline is well-known; 
with the hour taken up with the tale 
of how a prime minister gambled 
disastrously that his renegotiating 


prowess would mean he could thrash 
out so good a deal that the United 
Kingdom would vote to stay in the 
European Union. The minutiae of 
politics was livened up by sights such 
as President Sarkozy hammily 
recounting how irritating he found 
dealing with Cameron’s demands - 
fuming like a panto villain about the 
“the problem with the English” and 
how he made sure to tell them “No, 
nein, non!”. 

There were also moments of almost 
Faivlty-Towers-esque awkwardness. 
We learned that Cameron - stuck in 
negotiations with Angela Merkel - 
once tried to explain his need for a 
good deal, telling her that it would 
help him avoid a “barrage” of criticism 
at home, by offering a definition of 
barrage as “blitzkrieg”. 

The interviewers, unheard and 
off-screen, did well to encourage 
European leaders to open up, allowing 
us to learn the full extent of the horror 
they felt about Cameron’s insistence 
on pledging, and holding, the 
referendum. President Tusk revealed 
that he warned him it was “stupid”, 
while Hollande boasted - in true 
politician style - that he told him he 
did not have to go through with it just 
because it had been put to voters in 
his election manifesto. 

Their snipes went largely 
unchallenged, not least because of 
Cameron’s absence. The filmmakers 
shied away from making EU leaders 
question their rush to give him short 
shrift, perhaps for fear of seeming 
biased in the former prime minister’s 
favour. Hollande was invited in a rare 
moment to consider if they could have 
given him more to help him win the 
referendum, but he insisted that it is 
“not the text that matters” to 
referendum voters. It might have 
done, though, if Cameron had secured 
something he could shout about. 

This was a well-produced 
documentary with a stellar political 
cast list, but few in Westminster will 
have learned anything new. Those 
outside of SW1 might well have come 
away wondering how on Earth 
Theresa May can get anything done 
in Brussels when faced with such 
unsympathetic characters as these. 

Inside Europe: 10 Years of Turmoil 
★★★★ 



What to watch 



Winterwatch 2019 

BBC TWO, 8.00PM 

With each new run, 

♦ the producers of BBC 
Two’s addictive nature 
series must be asking 
themselves, “How can we 
top what went before?” 
This year, the answer is 
easy; the team head to 
Scotland’s Cairngorms 
National Park (the 
UK’s largest such park) 
to uncover how this 
landscape changes with 
each of the seasons. It’s 
an area that’s at its most 
majestic in winter, as Chris 
Packham, Gillian Burke 
and Michaela Strachan are 
sure to discover over the 
course of the next four 
nights. They’re based at 
The Dell of Abernethy, an 
18th-century lodge in the 
park’s centre, where 
they’ll uncover the story 
behind the impressive 
conservation project 
Cairngorms Connect. 

The real joy of these 
series, however, lies in the 
time spent watching the 
animals, and this is where 
the Scottish park will 
come into its own. From 
ferocious golden eagles 
and jittery mountain hares 
to slippery otters and 
majestic deer, the 
Cairngorms are home to 
a wide range of species. 
“It’s one of those places 
where you can really 


Comedy 


Catastrophe 

CHANNEL 4,10.00PM 

♦ Viewers of a nervous 
disposition may want to 
avert their eyes, as Rob 
(Rob Delaney) suffers a 
wince-inducingly graphic 
dream. Fans of Jonathan 
Forbes, on the other hand, 
will rejoice: Fergal asks 
Sharon (Sharon Horgan) 
to plan his 40th birthday 
- much to Rob’s dismay. SH 


Documentary 


Inside the Mossad 

NETFLIX, FROM TODAY 

♦ Israeli film-maker Duki 
Dror’s documentary focuses 


connect with the natural 
environment,” Strachan 
says, and Packham notes: 
“Scotland - land of the 



Inside the Mossad: Netanyahu 


on that most secretive of 
organisations, the Mossad. 
It’s the first time that former 
spy chiefs and agents of 
Israel’s foreign intelligence 
agency have talked about 
their experiences; the film 
also looks at some of the 
biggest events in the 


brave, home of the wild 
and hope for the UK’s 
wildlife. I can’t wait.” 
Sarah Hughes 


service’s history, such as the 
capture of Nazi leader Adolf 
Eichmann. Among the best 
scenes are those addressing 
the complex relationship 
between agents and their 
handlers, and the difficulties 
of reconciling family life 
with work. SH 

Pubs, Ponds and Power: 
The Story of the Village 

BBC FOUR, 7.30PM 

♦ Ben Robinson heads to 
Port Isaac in North 
Cornwall, unravelling the 
picturesque village’s history. 
Tudor-era trade brought 
wealth, and by the 19th 
century the fishing industry 
was thriving, but then slow 
decline set in. These days 
it’s best-known as the 


location for Doc Martin, 
and tourism is the principal 
form of trade. SH 


Entertainment 


Britain’s Top 100 Dogs 
Live: 2019 

ITV, 7.30PM 

♦ Ben Fogle and Sara Cox 
are our dog-loving guides 
for this countdown of the 
nation’s favourite breeds. 
Featuring Ointeresting facts, 
celebrity endorsements and 
a top 10 voted for by the 
public. Which breed will 
come out on top? The result 
will be revealed live, but the 
correct answer is that it’s an 
impossible call. All dogs are 
excellent. SH 


Factual 


Icons: The Greatest Person 
of the 20th Century 

BBC TWO, 9.00PM 

♦ Model and activist Lily 
Cole takes up the “icon” 
baton this week, looking at 
four of the 20th century’s 
greatest writers and artists: 
Pablo Picasso, Virginia 



Man City coach Pep Guardiola 


Woolf, Alfred Hitchcock 
and Andy Warhol. SH 


Sport 


Live Premier League: 
Newcastle United 
v Manchester City 

BT SPORT 1, 7.30PM (KICK-OFF 8PM) 

♦ As last week’s 3-0 
Premier League win over 
Cardiff showed, Newcastle 
are fighting for survival 
both on and off the pitch. 
But their opponents here, 
Pep Guardiola’s Manchester 
City, are on a four-game 
winning streak, and they’ll 
fancy their chances of 
leaving St James’s Park 
with victory number five. 



Stephen Sondheims Company 


Gielgud Theatre, London 


CIjc Cel egra pi) ♦ tickets 


★ ★★★★ "A sublime cocktail of an entertainment you’d be mad to miss" - The Daily Telegraph 

Elliott & Harper Productions present Stephen Sondheim and George Furth’s iconic musical comedy about life, love and 
marriage, directed by Marianne Elliott. In a playful twist, the lead role of Bobby will be reimagined for the first time as a female 
character named Bobbi. 

At Bobbi’s 35th birthday party, all her friends are asking the same questions: why isn’t she married? Why can’t she find the 
right man? Why doesn't she settle down and have a family? Unlike Bobbi's lifestyle, one thing is for certain: audiences will fall 
in love with Company. 

Starring Rosalie Craig as Bobbi, Tony and Olivier award-winner Patti LuPone as Joanne, and Mel Giedroyc, one of the UK’s 
most loved performers, as Sarah, this musical masterpiece is running at the Gielgud Theatre for a strictly limited season. 

Tickets from £25.00 


^ 0844 8712118 
^ tickets.telegraph.co.uk 


Subject to availability. 



Radio choice Charlotte Runcie 


The Zoe Ball Breakfast 
Show 

RADIO 2, 6.30AM 

♦ Zoe Ball continues to be 
a warm and upbeat presence 
in her new role as host of 
the Radio 2 Breakfast Show, 
and this morning she’s 
launching this year’s 500 
Words competition, the 
network’s popular story- 


Radio 1 


FM 97.6-99.8MHZ 

6.30am The Radio 1 Breakfast Show 
with Greg James 10.00 Clara Amfo 
12.45pm Newsbeat 1.00 Scott Mills 
4.00 Nick Grimshaw 5.45 Newsbeat 
6.00 Nick Grimshaw 7.00 Radio l's 
Future Sounds with Annie Mac 9.00 
The 8th with Dev 11.00 Radio l's 
Indie Show with Jack Saunders 
1.00am Annie Nightingale 3.00 Radio 
l's Drag Queen's Den 3.40 BBC Radio 
1 and lXtra's Stories 4.00 - 6.30am 
Early Breakfast with Adele Roberts 


Radio 2 


FM 88-90.2MHZ 

6.30am ♦ The Zoe Ball Breakfast 
Show. See Radio choice 9.30 Ken 
Bruce 12.00 Jeremy Vine 2.00pm 
Steve Wright in the Afternoon 5.00 
Vanessa Feltz 7.00 Jo Whiley. Music 
and chat 9.00 The Jazz Show with 
Jamie Cullum. The world of jazz 
10.00 Trevor Nelson's Rhythm Nation 
12.00 Helen Skelton 3.00am Sounds 
of the 80s with Carol Decker 4.50 
Radio 2 Sounds of the 80s Mastermix 
5.00 - 6.30am Vanessa Feltz 


Radio 3 


FM 90.2-92.4MHZ 

6.30am Breakfast 9.00 Essential 
Classics 12.00 Composer of the Week: 
Tippett 1.00pm News 1.02 Radio 3 
Lunchtime Concert 2.00 Afternoon 
Concert 5.00 In Tune 7.00 In Tune 
Mixtape. An eclectic non-stop mix of 
music 7.30 Radio 3 in Concert. 
Presented by Tom Redmond 10.00 
Free Thinking. Art historian Monica 
Bohm-Duchen and novelist Martin 
Goodman join Anne McElvoy 10.45 


writing competition for 
children aged five to 13. The 
contest has had 800,000 
entries since it originally 
launched in 2011, with 
135,000 children entering 
last year. The winners will 
have their story read live on 
air by celebrities, and last 
year there was a glitzy 
ceremony at Hampton Court 
Palace as well. 

The Essay: Stories That Sing. 

A birthday gift heralds the start of a 
new and enduring passion for opera 
11.00 Late Junction 12.30am - 
6.30am Through the Night 


Radio 4 


FM 92.4-94.6MHZ; LW 198KHZ 

6.00am Today 8.30 LW: Yesterday in 
Parliament 9.00 The Long View 9.30 
One to One 9.45 Book of the Week: 
Silence 9.45 LW: Daily Service 10.00 
Woman's Hour 11.00 Pausing Puberty 

11.30 The Art of Now: Nick Danziger's 
Shutter Stories 12.00 News 12.01pm 
LW: Shipping Forecast 12.04 A History 
of Ideas 12.15 Call You and Yours 

12.57 Weather 1.00 The World at One 
1.45 Full Circle 2.00 The Archers 2.15 
Drama: Chopsticks 3.00 The Kitchen 
Cabinet 3.30 Making History 4.00 
Word of Mouth. Vocabulary and 
language 4.30 A Good Read. Scarlett 
Curtis and Catherine Bohart discuss 
their favourite books 5.00 PM. With 
Evan Davis 5.54 LW: Shipping Forecast 

5.57 Weather 6.00 Six 0'Clock News 

6.30 Love in Recovery. By Pete 
Jackson 7.00 The Archers. Kirsty feels 
unsettled by recent events 7.15 
Front Row. Arts programme 7.45 
How to Survive the Roman Empire, by 
Pliny and Me. By Hattie Naylor 8.00 
File on 4 8.40 In Touch 9.00 Inside 
Health 9.30 The Long View 10.00 
The World Tonight 10.45 Book at 
Bedtime: Rabbit at Rest 11.00 The 
Infinite Monkey Cage 11.30 Today in 
Parliament 12.00 News and Weather 
12.30am Book of the Week: Silence 
12.48 Shipping Forecast 1.00 As 
World Service 5.20 Shipping Forecast 

5.30 News Briefing 5.43 Prayer 
for the Day 5.45 Farming Today 

5.58 - 6.00am Tweet of the Day 


BBC World Hacks 

WORLD SERVICE, 8.00PM 

♦ We’re all becoming 
increasingly aware of the 
need to reduce the number 
of new products we buy, 
and to recycle where we 
can, in order to help the 
planet. This documentary 
demonstrates the 
encouraging progress 


Radio 5 Live 


MW 693 & 909KHZ 

6.00am 5 Live Breakfast 9.00 Your 
Call 10.00 The Emma Barnett Show 
1.00pm Nihal Arthanayake 4.00 5 
Live Drive 7.00 5 Live Sport 8.00 5 
Live Sport: Premier League Football 
2018-1910.30 Phil Williams 1.00am 
Up All Night 5.00 Morning Reports 
5.15 - 6.00am Wake Up to Money 


Classic FM 


FM 99.9-101.9MHZ 

6.00am More Music Breakfast 9.00 
John Suchet 1.00pm Anne-Marie 
Minhall 5.00 Classic FM Drive 7.00 
Smooth Classics at Seven. Relaxing 
sounds 8.00 The Full Works Concert. 
Jane Jones presents the best of the 
north of England 10.00 Smooth 
Classics 1.00am - 6.00am Bob Jones 


World Service 


DIGITAL ONLY 

6.00am Newsday 8.30 Business Daily 
8.50 Witness 9.00 News 9.06 The 
Arts Hour 10.00 World Update 11.00 
The Newsroom 11.30 In the Studio 
12.00 News 12.06pm Outlook 1.00 
The Newsroom 1.30 The Documentary 
2.00 Newshour 3.00 News 3.06 BBC 
World Hacks 3.30 World Business 
Report 4.00 BBC OS 6.00 News 6.06 
Outlook 7.00 The Newsroom 7.30 
Sport Today 8.00 News 8.06 ♦ BBC 
World Hacks. See Radio choice 8.30 
Click 9.00 Newshour 10.00 News 
10.06 The Newsroom 10.20 Sports 
News 10.30 World Business Report 
11.00 News 11.06 The Documentary 
11.30 In the Studio 12.00 News 
12.06am The Arts Hour 1.00 News 
1.06 Business Matters 2.00 News 


being made in this area - 
largely, you won’t be 
surprised to hear, in 
Scandinavia. There are 14 
specialist shops at the 
Retuna shopping mall in 
Eskilstuna, Sweden, where 
every item sold is 
secondhand. They are next 
to the city’s refuse and 
recycling centre and also 
host courses in upcycling. 

2.06 The Newsroom 2.30 The 
Documentary 3.00 News 3.06 
HARDtalk 3.30 Fall Of The Shah 4.00 
News 4.06 Newsday 5.00 News 5.06 
The Newsroom 5.30 - 6.00am Click 


Radio 4 Extra 


DIGITAL ONLY 

6.00am Not as Far as Velma 6.30 
Libraries and Labyrinths: Borges and 
Me 7.00 Second Thoughts 7.30 Love 
in Recovery 8.00 The Small, Intricate 
Life of Gerald C Potter 8.30 Know 
Your Place 9.00 The News Quiz Extra 
9.45 Elastic Planet 10.00 Oblomov 
11.00 Short Stories by Elizabeth 
Bowen 11.15 Our Late Supper 12.00 
The Small, Intricate Life of Gerald C 
Potter 12.30pm Know Your Place 
1.00 Not as Far as Velma 1.30 
Libraries and Labyrinths: Borges and 
Me 2.00 Odd Girl Out 2.15 The 
Invention of Childhood 2.30 Valley of 
the Dolls 2.45 The Last Asylum 3.00 
Oblomov 4.00 The Museum of 
Curiosity 4.30 Up the Garden Path 
5.00 Second Thoughts 5.30 Love in 
Recovery 6.00 Orbit One Zero 6.30 
The Radio Detectives 7.00 The Small, 
Intricate Life of Gerald C Potter 

7.30 Know Your Place 8.00 Not 
as Far as Velma 8.30 Libraries and 
Labyrinths: Borges and Me 9.00 Short 
Stories by Elizabeth Bowen 9.15 Our 
Late Supper 10.00 Comedy Club 
12.00 Orbit One Zero 12.30am The 
Radio Detectives 1.00 Not as Far as 
Velma 1.30 Libraries and Labyrinths: 
Borges and Me 2.00 Odd Girl Out 2.15 
The Invention of Childhood 2.30 
Valley of the Dolls 2.45 The Last 
Asylum 3.00 Oblomov 4.00 The 
Museum of Curiosity 4.30 Up the 
Garden Path 5.00 Second Thoughts 

5.30 - 6.00am Love in Recovery 
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Today’s television 


27 


Main channels 


FV Freeview FS Freesat (AD) Audio description (R) Repeat (S) Subtitles (SL) In-vision signing 


Film choice 


BBC One 


6.00 am Breakfast (S) 9.15 Rip Off Britain: 
Holidays (R) (S) 10.00 Homes Under 
the Hammer (S) 11.00 Wanted 
Down Under (S) 11.45 Caught Red 
Handed (AD) (R) (S) 

12.15 pm Bargain Hunt (AD) (R) (S) 

1.00 BBC News at One; Weather (S) 

1.30 Regional News; Weather (S) 

1.45 Doctors (AD) (S) 

2.15 Father Brown (AD) (R) (S) 

3.00 Escape to the Country (S) 

3.45 The Farmers’ Country Showdown 
(AD) (S) 

4.30 Antiques Road Trip (S) 

5.15 Pointless (S) 

6.00 BBC News at Six; Weather (S) 

6.30 Regional News; Weather (S) 



Silent Witness: David Caves 


7.00 The One Show A mix of live chat 
and topical reports (S) 

7.30 EastEnders Mel tries to encourage 
Hunter to open up to her (AD) (S) 


8.00 Holby City Ric goes above and 
beyond to treat his patients when 
Holby is overwhelmed by a winter 
crisis (AD) (S) 


9.00 Silent Witness Part two of two. 
Jack works alongside a journalist 
from Northern Ireland (AD) (S) 


10.00 BBC News at Ten (S) 

10.30 Regional News; Weather (S) 

10.45 Danny Dyer's Right Royal Family 

Part one of two. Danny Dyer 
uncovers more about the lives 
of his royal and noble ancestors 
(AD) (R) (S) 


11.45 Stacey Dooley Investigates: 
Young Sex for Sale in Japan 

12.45- 6.00am News 


BBC Two 


6.00 am Island Medics (R) (S) 6.30 

Wanted Down Under (R) (S) 7.15 The 
Farmers' Country Showdown (AD) 
(R) (S) 8.00 Sign Zone: MasterChef: 
The Professionals (AD) (R) (S) (SL) 
9.00 BBC News at 9 (S) 10.00 
Victoria Derbyshire (S) 11.00 
BBC Newsroom Live (S) 

12.15 pm Politics Live (S) 

1.00 A Very British Renaissance 
(AD) (R) (S) 

2.00 Who Do You Think You Are? 

(AD) (R) (S) 

3.00 A Place to Call Home (R) (S) 

3.50 Nick Baker’s Wild West (R) (S) 

4.25 Natural World: The Unnatural 
History of London (R) (S) 

5.15 Flog It! (R) (S) 

6.00 Eggheads (S) 

6.30 Great Canadian Railway Journeys 

(AD) (S) 



Icons: the US artist Andy Warhol 


7.00 Celebrity Antiques Road Trip 

Michelle Ackerley and Russell 
Grant go antique hunting. 

Last in the series (S) 


8.00 Winterwatch 2019 New series. 
The team returns to follow the 
fortunes of wildlife around the UK 

See What to watch (S) 


9.00 Icons: The Greatest Person of the 
20th Century Four of the 20th 
century's greatest artists and writers 
See What to watch (AD) (S) 


10.00 Mock the Week With guests 

Tom Allen, Ed Byrne, Rhys James, 
Milton Jones and Deborah 
Frances-White (R) (S) 

10.30 Newsnight (S) 

11.15 Imagine: Growing Old Disgracefully 
- Diana Athill 12.15am Hospital 1.15 
Sign Zone: Nile: Earth's Great Rivers 

2.15 Sign Zone: The Farmers' 
Country Showdown 3.00 - 6.00am 
This Is BBC Two 


ITV 


6.00 am Good Morning Britain (S) 8.30 
Lorraine (S) 9.25 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show (S) 10.30 This Morning (S) 

12.30 pm Loose Women (S) 

1.30 News; Weather (S) 

1.55 Regional News; Weather (S) 

2.00 Judge Rinder (S) 

3.00 Tenable (S) 

4.00 Tipping Point (S) 

5.00 The Chase (S) 

6.00 Regional News; Weather (S) 

6.30 News; Weather (S) 



Britain's Top 100 Dogs Live: host Sara Cox 


7.00 Emmerdale Jessie faces an 
impossible choice (AD) (S) 

7.30 Britain’s Top 100 Dogs Live: 2019 

Ben Fogle and Sara Cox count down 
the nation's favourite dog breeds, 
with the top 10 decided by a public 
vote. Plus, heartwarming dog- 
related stories from across the 
country See What to watch (S) 


10.00 News; Weather (S) 

10.30 Regional News; Weather (S) 

10.45 Bradley Walsh & Son: Breaking 

Dad The actor and his son 
Barney embark on the final 
leg of their journey. Last in the 
series (AD) (R) (S) 

11.10 Cleaning Up 12.10am Tenable 1.00 
Jackpot247 3.00 Loose Women 
3.45 ITV Nightscreen 5.05 - 6.00am 
The Jeremy Kyle Show 


Channel 4 


6.30 am The King of Queens (R) (S) 6.55 
The King of Queens (R) (S) 7.20 
The King of Queens (R) (S) 7.45 
Everybody Loves Raymond (AD) (R) 
(S) 8.10 Everybody Loves Raymond 
(AD) (R) (S) 8.40 Frasier (AD) (R) (S) 

9.10 Frasier (AD) (R) (S) 9.40 Frasier 
(AD) (R) (S) 10.10 Ramsay's Kitchen 
Nightmares USA (R) (S) 11.05 
Undercover Boss USA (R) (S) 

12.00 Channel 4 News (S) 

12.05 pm Sun, Sea and Selling Houses 
(R) (S) 

1.05 Find It, Fix It, Flog It (R) (S) 

2.10 Countdown (S) 

3.00 A Place in the Sun: Winter Sun 

(R) (S) 

4.00 The ElOOk Drop (S) 

5.00 Couples Come Dine with Me (S) 
6.00 The Simpsons (AD) (R) (S) 

6.30 Hollyoaks (AD) (R) (S) 



Catastrophe: Sharon Horgan 


7.00 Channel 4 News (S) 


8.00 The Secret Life of 5 Year Olds The 

children experience success and 
failure. Last in the series (AD) (S) 


9.00 24 Hours in A&E A 35-year-old is 
rushed to St George's struggling to 
breathe (AD) (S) 


10.00 Catastrophe Sharon comes face 
to face with her mum's new man 
See What to watch (AD) (S) 

10.35 Naked Attraction (AD) (R) (S) 

11.35 SAS: Who Dares Wins 12.30am 
Hunted 1.25 How to Lose Weight 
Well 2.20 Selling Houses with 
Amanda Lamb 3.15 Come Dine 
with Me 4.10 Jamie's Quick & Easy 
Food 4.40 The ElOOk Drop 5.35 
Kirstie's Fill Your House for Free 
5.50 - 6.30am Countdown 


Channel 5 


6.00 am Milkshake! 9.15 Jeremy Vine (S) 

11.15 Bad Tenants, Rogue Landlords 
(R) (S) 

12.10 pm 5 News Lunchtime (S) 

12.15 GPs: Behind Closed Doors 
(AD) (R) (S) 

1.10 Access (S) 

1.15 Home and Away (AD) (S) 

1.45 Neighbours (AD) (S) 

2.15 FILM: Stalked By My Patient (2018, 
TVM) Premiere. Thriller starring 
Bree Williamson (S) 

4.00 Friends (R) (S) 

4.30 Friends (R) (S) 

5.00 5 News at 5 (S) 

5.30 Neighbours (AD) (R) (S) 

6.00 Home and Away (AD) (R) (S) 

6.30 5 News Tonight (S) 



Ben Fogle: New Lives in the Wild 


7.00 Hotel Inspector: Checking in. 
Checking Out Alex Polizzi revisits 
The Swan in Norfolk. Last in the 
series (S) 


8.00 Britain’s Parking Hell Huddersfield 
residents protest against parking 
problems caused by football 
matches (S) 


9.00 Ben Fogle: New Lives in the Wild 

A man who lives in a remote area 
of Brazil near the Amazon river. 
Last in the series (S) 


10.00 65 Stone & House Trapped 

A man who paid the ultimate 
price for his obesity (R) (S) 

11.05 No Fatties Allowed 12.05am 
100 Stone & On the Dole 1.00 
Teleshopping 1.30 Teleshopping 
2.00 Teleshopping 2.30 
Teleshopping 3.00 Access 3.10 
Bargain-Loving Brits in the Sun 4.00 
Get Your Tatts Out: Kavos Ink 4.45 
House Doctor 5.10 Divine Designs 
5.35 - 6.00am Wildlife SOS 



Polar (2019) 


NETFLIX, STREAMING NOW ★★★ 


♦ Mads Mikkelsen has made an art 
of cold, implacable brutality, with 
villainous turns in Casino Roy ale and 
TV’s Hannibal. In this lively Netflix 
film, based on Victor Santos’s graphic 
novel, he plays retired assassin Duncan 
Vizla, enjoying his chilly solitude 
until his former bosses send a young 
hit-squad to finish him off. Vanessa 
Hudgens, Matt Lucas and Richard 
Dreyfuss are among the cast 



Shenandoah (1965) 


5SPIKE, 2.40PM *★★★ 

♦ James Stewart plays Charlie 
Anderson, a wealthy farmer from 
Shenandoah, Virginia, who finds 
himself embroiled in the American 
Civil War. He at first refuses to become 
involved, but when his son is taken 
prisoner, his view changes. Andrew 
V McLaglen’s rugged outdoor drama 
is more than a family tale; its focus 
on the human costs of war resonated 
as the Vietnam conflict dragged on. 



Virginia City (1940, b/w) 


TCM, 6.30PM ★★★ 

♦ In this earlier American Civil War 
film, Union officer Kerry Bradford 
(Errol Flynn) learns of a plot to send 
$5 million in gold to fund the Southern 
cause, while finding himself - what are 
the chances? - stuck on a stagecoach 
with a femme fatale (Miriam Hopkins) 
and a famous outlaw (Humphrey 
Bogart). The plotting is an implausible 
mess, but there are plenty of guns and 
horses. Randolph Scott co-stars. 
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Freeview, satellite and cable 


FV Freeview FS Freesat (AD) Audio description (R) Repeat (S) Subtitles (SL) In-vision signing 


Variations 


BBC Four 


FV 9 FS 173 SKY 116 VIRGIN 107_ 

7.00 pm Beyond 100 Days 

7.30 Pubs, Ponds and Power: 
The Story of the Village 
See What to watch 

8.00 The Incredible Human 
Journey 

9.00 Kate Humble: Living with 
Nomads 

10.00 Snowdonia-A Year in the 
Wild 

11.00 Bright Lights, Brilliant 

Minds: A Tale of Three Cities 

12.00 The Brits Who Built the 
Modern World 

1.00 am Freud: Genius of the 
Modern World 

2.00 - 3.00am The Incredible 
Human Journey 


ITV3 


FV 10 FS 115 SKY 119 VIRGIN 117 

11.35 am Rising Damp 
12.05 pm George and Mildred 

12.40 Heartbeat 

1.45 Classic Emmerdale 

2.15 Classic Emmerdale 

2.50 Classic Coronation Street 

3.20 Classic Coronation Street 

3.55 Midsomer Murders 
6.00 Heartbeat 
7.00 Murder, She Wrote 
8.00 Midsomer Murders 
10.00 DCI Banks 
11.00 DCI Banks 
12.05 am Agatha Christie's Poirot 
2.05 ITV3 Nightscreen 

2.30 - 6.00am Teleshopping 


ITV4 


FV 24 FS 117 SKY 120 VIRGIN 118 

11.25 am The Professionals 

12.30 pm The Avengers 

1.35 Kojak 

2.40 Quincy ME 

3.40 Minder 

4.50 The Professionals 

5.50 The Sweeney 

6.55 The Chase: Celebrity Special 
8.00 Bad Move 
9.00 Benidorm 

10.00 FILM: Tinker Tailor Soldier 
Spy (2011) Thriller 

12.35 am Car Crash Global: 

Caught on Camera 

1.35 Lethal Weapon 

2.25 The Protectors 

2.50 ITV4 Nightscreen 
3.00 Teleshopping 

3.30 - 4.30am ITV4 Nightscreen 


Sky One 


SKY 106 VIRGIN 110 _ 

Noon NCIS: Los Angeles 
1.00 pm Hawaii Five-0 
2.00 Hawaii Five-0 
3.00 S.W.A.T. 

4.00 Modern Family 
5.00 The Simpsons 

5.30 Futurama 
6.00 Futurama 

6.30 The Simpsons 

8.00 A League of Their Own 
9.00 Living the Dream 
10.00 A League of Their Own: 

European Road Trip 
11.00 The Russell Howard Hour 
12.00 The Force: North-East 
1.00 am Hawaii Five-0 
2.00 Hawaii Five-0 
3.00 - 4.00am A League of 
Their Own 


Sky Atlantic 


SKY 108 

Noon House 
1.00 pm Without a Trace 
2.00 Blue Bloods 
3.00 The West Wing 
4.00 The West Wing 
5.00 House 
6.00 House 
7.00 CSI: Crime Scene 
Investigation 
8.00 Blue Bloods 
9.00 Escape at Dannemora 
10.05 True Detective 

11.20 Game of Thrones 

12.35 am Unseen 

2.10 Dexter 

3.15 Entourage 

3.50 -4.05am Oscars 2019: 
Nominations Special 


Film4 


FV 15 FS 300 SKY 313 VIRGIN 428 

11.00 am The Duel at Silver Creek 
(1952) Western 

12.35 pm The Way to the Stars 
(1945, b/w) Second World 
War drama with John Mills 

2.45 The Cockleshell Heroes 
(1955) Second World War 
drama starring Jose Ferrer 

4.40 The Bridges atToko-Ri 
(1954) Adventure 

6.50 First Daughter (2004) 
Comedy with Katie Holmes 

9.00 The Wolverine (2013) 
Superhero adventure spin¬ 
off starring Hugh Jackman 

11.25 The Grey (2011) Adventure 
starring Liam Neeson 

1.40 -4.00am Alien 3 (1992) 
Sci-fi thriller sequel 


Drama 


FV 20 FS 158 SKY 143 VIRGIN 130 

Noon The Bill 

1.00 pm Classic EastEnders 

1.40 Classic EastEnders 

2.20 London's Burning 

3.20 Boon 

4.25 Lovejoy 

5.25 Birds of a Feather 
6.05 Fresh Fields 

6.40 Bread 

7.20 Last of the Summer Wine 
8.00 Judge John Deed 

10.00 New Tricks 
11.00 Silent Witness 

1.10 am The Bill 

2.25 Boon 

3.15 -4.00am Birds of a Feather 


Northern Ireland 


BBC One: 10.40pm The Search 11.10 
Danny Dyer's Right Royal Family 
12.10am Stacey Dooley Investigates: 
Young Sex for Sale in Japan 1.10 - 
6.00am BBC News 

BBC Two: 10.00 - 10.30pm True North: 
Faith in Fishing 11.15 - 12.15am The 
Prosecutors: Modern Day Slavery 
UTV: 10.45 - 11.10pm Eamonn Mallie: 
Face to Face With 1.00am Bradley Walsh 
& Son: Breaking Dad 1.25 The Chase 
2.15 - 3.00am ITV Nightscreen 

Scotland 


BBC One: 8.00 - 9.00pm River City 
10.45 - 11.45pm Holby City 
BBC Two: 10.00 - 10.30pm Celtic 
Connections 

STV: 10.40pm Scotland Tonight 11.05 
Bradley Walsh & Son: Breaking Dad 
11.35 Cleaning Up 12.30am Amazing 
Greys 1.20 - 5.05am ITV Nightscreen 


ITV2 


11.15am Dress to Impress 12.15pm 
Emmerdale 12.45 Coronation Street 

1.45 The Ellen DeGeneres Show 2.40 
The Jeremy Kyle Show 4.55 Take Me 
Out 6.10 Take Me Out - The Gossip 
7.00 You've Been Framed! Gold 8.00 
Two and a Half Men 8.30 Superstore 
9.00 Hell's Kitchen. The chefs are 
tasked with recreating five dishes by 
Chef Ramsay, but one team member 
has to leave the kitchen every couple 
of minutes until it is one chef standing 
10.00 Celebrity Juice 11.05 Family 
Guy 12.00 American Dad! 12.55am 
Two and a Half Men 1.25 Superstore 

1.55 Totally Bonkers Guinness World 
Records 2.20-5.50am Teleshopping 


E4 


Noon Brooklyn Nine-Nine 1.00pm The 
Big Bang Theory 2.00 Melissa & Joey 
3.00 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 4.00 The 
Goldbergs 5.00 Shipwrecked 6.00 The 
Big Bang Theory 7.00 Hollyoaks 7.30 
Coach Trip: Road to Barcelona 8.00 
Charmed 9.00 Shipwrecked. The 
freshly formed tribes embrace their 
new identities, and decide to try and 
make each of the islands appealing for 
the new arrivals 10.00 Tattoo Fixers: 
Extreme 11.05 The Big Bang Theory 
12.05am Gogglebox 1.10 First Dates 

2.10 Shipwrecked 3.00 Tattoo Fixers: 
Extreme 3.55-4.35am Charmed 


More4 


11.05am Car SOS 12.05pm Time 
Team 2.15 Come Dine with Me 4.55 
A Place in the Sun: Home or Away 

5.55 The Supervet 6.55 Car SOS 7.55 
Grand Designs 9.00 Animal Airport 
10.00 Sarah Millican: Chatterbox Live 
11.05 24 Hours in A&E 12.10am 8 
Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown 1.15 
Ramsay's Kitchen Nightmares USA 

2.15 Animal Airport 3.15-3.55am 
8 Out of 10 Cats Uncut 


Dave 


Noon American Pickers 1.00pm Top 
Gear 3.00 Timber Kings 4.00 Jay 
Leno's Garage 5.00 Top Gear 7.00 The 
Hurting: Even Hurtier 8.00 James 
May's Cars of the People 9.00 Live at 
the Apollo. Danny Bhoy hosts an 
evening of stand-up at the Apollo in 
Hammersmith, London, introducing 
routines by Miles Jupp and Lee Nelson 
10.00 Taskmaster 11.00 QI 12.20am 
Mock the Week 1.00 QI 2.25 Mock 
the Week 3.00 Hoff the Record 
3.35-4.00am The Indestructibles 


Sky Sports Main Event 


Noon Transfer Centre 7.00pm Soccer 
Special Pre-Match 7.30 Gillette Soccer 
Special. Julian Warren introduces pre¬ 
match reports and news of all 
tonight's goals as they go in, while 


studio guests keep an eye on the big 
games and talking points 10.30 
Transfer Centre 1.00am Live WWE 
Late Night Smackdown. Spectacular 
wrestling action with the over-the-top 
stars of the States 3.00-6.00am 
Transfer Centre 


Sky Sports Premier 
League 


Noon Best PL Goals 1999/2000 
1.00pm Premier League Years 3.00 
PL Best Goals 01/02 4.00 PL Greatest 
Games 5.00 Premier League 100 Club 
6.00 Best PL Goals: Manchester Derby 

6.30 Best PL Goals: Man Utd v 
Newcastle 7.00 PL Greatest Games 

7.30 Gillette Soccer Special 10.30 
Match Choice 11.00 Premier League 
Highlights 1.30am Premier League 
Years 3.30-6.00am Premier League 
Highlights 


BT Sport 1 


8.00am Live WTA Tennis. Action from 
day two of the Thailand Open in Hua 
Hin, Thailand 4.00pm The Emirates FA 
Cup Highlights 4.30 Test Cricket 
Highlights 6.30 Premier League Match 
Pack 7.00 Premier League Preview 

7.30 Live Premier League Newcastle 
United v Manchester City (kick-off 
8.00pm) See What to watch 10.30 
The Emirates FA Cup Highlights 11.00 
What I Wore 11.15 Sport in Focus: Rio 


meets Luiz 11.30 The Emirates 
FA Cup Highlights 12.00 Live 
College Basketball 2.00-4.00am 
Live College Basketball 


History 


Noon Forged in Fire 1.00pm American 
Pickers 2.00 Pawn Stars 3.00 Storage 
Wars 5.00 Forged in Fire 7.00 
American Pickers 8.00 The Search for 
the Tesla Files 9.00 Alcatraz Escape: 
The Lost Evidence 11.00 Ancient 
Aliens 12.00 The Curse of Oak Island 
1.00am Pawn Stars 2.00-4.00am 
Forged in Fire 


Sky Arts 


Noon The Seventies 1.00pm Tales of 
the Unexpected 2.00 At-Issue 2.10 
Andrea Bocelli: Love in Portofino 4.00 
The Directors 5.00 Discovering: Peter 
Lorre 6.00 Discovering: Maximilian 
Schell 7.00 The Seventies. The effect of 
shifting gender roles and the relaxing 
of censorship 8.00 Queen - Hungarian 
Rhapsody: Live in Budapest. A1986 
concert by the rock band recorded at 
Nepstadion in Budapest, Hungary, 
during their Magic Tour, which was the 
last to feature vocalist Freddie Mercury 
10.00 The Nineties 11.00 Cream: 
Music Icons 11.30 Ray Charles: Music 
Icons 12.00 Nat King Cole: Afraid 
of the Dark 2.00am The Seventies 
3.00-4.00am Too Young to Die 


Sky Cinema Premiere 


24 hours, including at: 

11.15am Higher Power (2018) Sci-fi 
thriller starring Ron Eldard 12.50pm 
The Last Movie Star (2017) Drama 
starring Burt Reynolds 2.40 Beast of 
Burden (2018) Premiere. Crime drama 
starring Daniel Radcliffe 4.15 Isle of 
Dogs (2018) Animated adventure with 
the voice of Bryan Cranston 6.00 The 
Leisure Seeker (2017) Drama starring 
Helen Mirren and Donald Sutherland 
8.00 A Quiet Place (2018) A family is 
forced to live in silence while hiding 
from monsters with hypersensitive 
hearing. Horror starring Emily Blunt 
and John Krasinski 9.45 Beast of 
Burden (2018) Premiere. A man is 
coerced into delivering illegal cargo 
while piloting his aircraft, and also 
simultaneously tries to salvage his 
marriage. Crime drama starring Daniel 
Radcliffe 11.25 Unsane (2018) Horror 
starring Claire Foy 1.20am Who We 
Are Now (2017) Drama starring 
Julianne Nicholson and Zachary Quinto 
3.15-5.00am I See You (2018) 

Horror thriller starring Zach Dulin 



10.55am The War 12.10pm 

Wellington: The Iron Duke Unmasked 

1.35 Egypt's Golden Empire 2.50 Sean 
Bean on Waterloo 3.55 The War 5.10 
Wellington: The Iron Duke Unmasked 


6.30 Egypt's Golden Empire 7.45 
Gunpowder Plotters: In Their Own 
Words 9.00 Sean Bean on Waterloo 

10.10 The War 11.25 Gunpowder 
Plotters: In Their Own Words 
12.50am Sean Bean on Waterloo 
2.00-6.00am Teleshopping 


TCM 


24 hours, including at: 

10.55am The Cowboys (1972) 
Western starring John Wayne 1.30pm 
Billy Two Hats (1973) Western with 
Gregory Peck 3.35 The Night of the 
Generals (1967) Second World War 
mystery starring Peter O'Toole 6.30 
Virginia City (1940, b/w) Western 
starring Errol Flynn See Film choice 
9.00 Swordfish (2001) A computer 
hacker is recruited by a former anti¬ 
terrorist agent to embezzle millions 
of dollars from the US government. 
Thriller with John Travolta, Hugh 
Jackman and Halle Berry 11.10 Hard 
to Kill (1990) Revenge thriller starring 
Steven Seagal, Kelly LeBrock and Bill 
Sadler 1.10am Conspiracy Theory 
with Jesse Ventura 3.00-6.00am 
Hollywood's Best Film Directors 


GOLD 


Noon 2point4 Children 12.40pm My 
Family 1.20 Are You Being Served? 
2.00 Only Fools and Horses 2.40 Gavin 
& Stacey 3.20 2point4 Children 4.00 


Last of the Summer Wine 6.00 Are 
You Being Served? 6.40 Dad's Army 
8.00 Gavin & Stacey 9.20 Only Fools 
and Horses. Del and Rodney mourn 
Grandad's death 10.00 My Favourite 
Sketch 11.00 Harry Enfield and Chums 

11.40 Peep Show 12.15am The 
Young Ones' 20 Greatest Moments 

1.20 The Young Ones 2.50-4.00am 
Harry Hill's TV Burp 


Yesterday 


Noon Time Team 2.00pm Wild Africa 
3.00 Earth's Greatest Spectacles 4.00 
Forbidden History 5.00 Impossible 
Engineering 6.00 Narrow Escapes of 
World War Two 7.00 Full Steam Ahead 
8.00 Impossible Engineering. A look 
onboard the Black Pearl yacht 9.00 
The Two Ronnies 10.55 Porridge 
1.00am Narrow Escapes of World 
War Two 2.00 Ancient Black Ops 
3.00-6.00am Teleshopping 


Discovery 


Noon Wheeler Dealers 1.00pm 
Combat Dealers 2.00 Deadliest Catch 
3.00 Mighty Ships 4.00 Gold Divers 
5.00 Gold Rush 6.00 Fast N' Loud 
7.00 Supertruckers 8.00 Gold Rush 
10.00 Gold Rush: White Water 11.00 
Wheeler Dealers 12.00 Gold Rush 
1.00am Wheeler Dealers 2.00 Gold 
Rush: White Water 3.00 Gold Rush 
3.50-4.40am Gold Divers 


Wales 


BBC One: 11.45 - 12.15pm X-Ray 
10.35pm BBC Wales Live 11.10 Danny 
Dyer's Right Royal Family 12.10am 
Stacey Dooley Investigates: Young Sex 
for Sale in Japan 1.10 - 6.00am BBC 
News 

BBC Two: 1.00pm Getting the Builders 
In 1.45 First Minister's Questions 2.35 
A Very British Renaissance 3.35 A Place 
to Call Home 4.30 Nick Baker's Wild 
West 5.00-5.15 Coast 10.00- 
10.30pm Rockfield Sessions 
ITV Wales: 6.00 - 6.30pm ITV News 
Wales at Six 

ITY Regions 

No variations, except: 

ITV Channel: 1.00am The Chase 1.50 
Tipping Point 2.40 - 3.00am ITV 
Nightscreen 

S4C 


6.00am Cyw 12.00 Newyddion S4C a'r 
Tywydd 12.05pm Ffasiwn Mecanic 
12.30 Noson Lawen 1.30 Adre 2.00 
Newyddion S4C a'r Tywydd 2.05 
Prynhawn Da 3.00 Newyddion S4C a'r 
Tywydd 3.05 Cymru ar Ffilm 3.30 Cefn 
Gwlad 4.00 Awr Fawr 5.00 Stwnsh 6.00 
Newyddion S4C a'r Tywydd 6.05 
Celwydd Noeth 6.30 Rownd a Rownd 
7.00 Heno 7.30 Pobol y Cwm 8.00 
Priodas Pum Mil 9.00 Newyddion 9 a'r 
Tywydd 9.30 Y Byd yn Ei Le Gyda Guto 
Harri 10.00 Y Fets 11.00 - 12.05am 
Oci Oci Oci! 
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// FREE ^ 
ALL-INCLUSIVE 
DRINKS 
PACKAGE b 
\GRATUITIES ++ 7 


★★ A BESTSELLING READER OFFERS LTD PROMOTION ★★ 


THE ALL-INCLUSIVE NO-FLY 

Rivers & Waterways of Europe Promotion 

from only£999pp 


A 


lima. ...* • 




EXCLUSIVE 

READER OFFERS LTD 
PROMOTION 
ENDS 8:30PM 
31 st JANUARY 
Y 2019 Y 


OF UPTO 

£125 


IS 

Fred.Olsen Cruise Lines 


EXCLUSIVE 
FREE 

„^|| ON BOARD SPEND 

* 


German Waterways 

8 NIGHTS DEPARTING 21 st APRIL 2019 


APRIL 2019 


Sun 21 


Embark Balmoral and depart 
Port of Tyne, Newcastle 



Mon 22 Relaxing at sea 

Tue 23 Transit the Kiel Canal 

Wed 24 Warnemunde (for Berlin), Germany 

(depart late night) 

Thu 25 Transit the Kiel Canal 


Cruising the River Elbe 

The Elbe River is one of the main 
waterways in Central Europe. As you 
sail to the very heart of Hamburg, you'll 
take in views of the lush-green German 
countryside, pass by pretty river islands 
and nature reserves 


Hamburg, Germany (arrive late night - 
overnight) 

Fri 26 Hamburg, Germany 

Sat 27 Bremen, Germany (depart late night) 

Sun 28 Relaxing at sea 

Mon 29 Arrive in Port of Tyne, Newcastle 

YOUR ALL-INCLUSIVE 
READER OFFERS LTD PRICES 

ROOM GRADE READER OFFERS LTD 

PRICE (PP) 


Interior 

1 

£999 

Ocean View 

F 

£1,099 

Superior Ocean View 

C 

£1,279 

Superior Balcony 

BA 

£1,799 

Superior Suite 

SS 

£1,999 

Premier Suite 

PS 

£2,749 

Single Interior 

M 

£1,649 



Swedish Waterways 

10 NIGHTS DEPARTING 29™ APRIL 2019 


APRIL 2019 

Mon 29 Embark Balmoral and depart Port of 
Tyne, Newcastle 

MAY 2019 

Wed 1 Malmo, Sweden 

Thu 2 Visby, Sweden (arrive early pm) 

Fri 3 - Stockholm, Sweden (overnight) 

Sat 4 Sweden's capital owes much of its appeal 
to its unique location. Spread across 14 
islands at the head of a vast archipelago 
that stretches out into the Baltic 

Mon 6 Gothenburg, Sweden (overnight) 

Tue 7 Gothenburg, Sweden (depart early am) 
Cruising Algofjorden 
Cruising Hakefjorden b Brattobadan 
Cruising Askerofjorden b Halsefjorden 
Cruising Havstensfjorden b Byfjorden 
Cruising Gullmarsfjorden 
Cruising Saltkallefjorden 

Thu 9 Arrive in Port of Tyne, Newcastle 

Dates not mentioned are spent relaxing at sea 

YOUR ALL-INCLUSIVE 
READER OFFERS PRICES 


ROOM GRADE READER OFFERS 

PRICE (PP) 


Interior 

1 

£1,249 

Ocean View 

F 

£1,449 

Superior Ocean View 

C 

£1,749 

Balcony Junior Suite 

BJ 

£2,799 

Marquee Suite 

MS 

£3,399 

Premier Suite 

PS 

£3,699 

Single Interior 

N 

£1,999 



Cruising to the Heart 
of Seville b Bordeaux 

13 NIGHTS DEPARTING 8™ JUNE b 
14™ SEPTEMBER 2019 



Day 1 Embark Braemar and depart 
Southampton 

Day 3 Bordeaux, France (overnight) 

Day 4 Bordeaux, France (depart early am) 
Cruising Gironde b Garonne Rivers 

The beautiful River Garonne is possibly 
south-west France's most important 
river, and arguably one of the region's 
most picturesque too. Serving a 
number of important towns and cities, 
including beautiful Bordeaux, the River 
Garonne flows through beautiful French 
countryside 

Day 7 Cruising Guadalquivir River 
Seville, Spain (overnight) 

Day 8 Seville, Spain (depart late night) 

Day 9 Cadiz, Spain 

Day 11 Vigo, Spain 

Day 12 Aviles, Spain 

Day 13 Arrive in Southampton 


Days not mentioned are spent relaxing at sea 

Itinerary is based on 14 th September 2019 departure, alternative 
departure date operates in reverse and ports of call may vary 

YOUR ALL-INCLUSIVE 
READER OFFERS LTD PRICES 

ROOM GRADE READER OFFERS LTD 

PRICE (PP) 


Interior 

1 

£1,899 

Ocean View 

F 

£2,199 

Superior Ocean View 

C 

£2,799 

Balcony 

BC 

£3,999 

Balcony Suite 

BS 

£4,799 

Superior Suite 

SS 

SOLD OUT 

Single Interior 

N 

£2,999 


Prices and availability are based on 14 th September 2019 departure 



French River Cruising 
with Bordeaux 

9 NIGHTS DEPARTING 6™ SEPTEMBER 2019 


SEPTEMBER 2019 

Fri 6 Embark Boudicca and depart Dover 
Sat 7 Cruising the River Seine 

Rouen, France (arrive early pm - 
overnight) 

Sun 8 Rouen, France (depart early pm) 

Cruising the River Seine 

Mon 9 Relaxing at sea 

Tue 10 La Pallice (for La Rochelle), France 

Wed 11- Bordeaux, France (overnight) 

Thu 12 Boudicca will conveniently dock in the 
heart of beautiful Bordeaux. Step off the 
gangway and you're in the city, making 
it so easy to discover landmarks such 
as the Grand Theatre and Place de la 
Bourse. The 'City of Art and History' is 
also home to some 362 monuments 

Fri 13 Lorient, France (arrive late am) 

Sat 14 Relaxing at sea 

Sun 15 Arrive in Dover 


YOUR ALL-INCLUSIVE 
READER OFFERS LTD PRICES 


ROOM 

GRADE 

READER OFFERS LTD 
PRICE (PP) 

Interior 

1 

£1,199 

Ocean View 

F 

£1,449 

Superior Ocean View 

C 

£1,899 

Balcony 

BC 

£2,399 

Marquee Suite 

MS 

£3,399 

Premier Suite 

PS 

£4,149 

Single Interior 

N 

£2,149 



INCLUDED 
IN YOUR 
READER OFFERS 
LTD PACKAGE 


FREE ALL-INCLUSIVE DRINKS PACKAGE b GRATUITIES 
FOR ALL BOOKINGS** 

- EXCLUSIVE FREE on board spending money of up to 
£125 for Ocean View Rooms (F) b above* 

- FREE tea and coffee on board (at selected venues) 

- All meals and late night snacks throughout your cruise 

- A choice of daytime activities 


- All evening entertainment, including dancing and cabaret 
shows 

- Leisure facilities including gym, swimming pools and 
jacuzzis 

• The currency on board is pound sterling, so you won't be 
affected by any foreign exchange rate fluctuation 

JUST A DEPOSIT REQUIRED TO SECURE YOUR 
PREFERRED ROOM - 


PLUS, book an Ocean View Room (F) or above by 8:30pm 
31 st January 2019 to receive an EXCLUSIVE FREE Bettys of 
Harrogate Gift + 

READER OFFERS BREXIT PROTECTION GUARANTEE 

- We guarantee the price of your holiday will not increase: 

- You are fully protected by ABTA b ATOL 

EXCLUSIVE CRUISE MILES - Earn up to 9,598 when booking 
one of these incredible river cruises™ 


SIGN UP TO RECEIVE OUR LATEST OFFERS 

www.rolcruise.co.uk 


TRAVEL WITH 
CONFIDENCE 
Agent to ATOL Holder 
Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines 5016 


CALL ONE OF OUR CRUISE SPECIALISTS FREE ON 

0800 714 4823 

OPEN 7 DAYS 8:30AM - 8:30PM 


Reader 

Offers 

Ltd 


ROL 

CRUISE 



Experience the Difference 


Prices are per person based on two adults sharing, except single rooms, may increase or be withdrawn at any time. Offers apply to new bookings only. Ports may require a tender. *On board spend is per room and is not applicable to single rooms. “Cashback is applicable to 21st April 2019 departure only, is per room and is given as on board account credit 
for use during the cruise. Unused on board spending credit can be claimed as cash on board at the end of the cruise only. Further T&Cs apply. ++Subject to the cruise line’s T&Cs. +Bettys of Harrogate Gift is based on one per booking, for UK mainland addresses only. —Full balance is due on April 2019 departures. ffCruise Miles T&Cs apply. Fred. Olsen 

Cruise Lines T&Cs apply. E&OE. 
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Weather and crosswords 


Forecast 


General situation 


Rain will change to snow across Wales, 
Midlands and N England during the day, 
while changing over during the late-after¬ 
noon and evening commute around London 
and SE England. Travel will be difficult. 

36-43F (2-6C). Wintry 
showers tonight. Min 
27-36F (-3 to 2C). 

♦N Ireland: 

Wintry showers today 
and tonight. A 
moderate W wind. Max 
27-39F (-3 to 4C). Min 
20-34F (-7 to 1C). 

♦SW Scotland, NW 
Scotland, Glasgow, 
Cent Highlands, 
Argyll, W Isles, SE 
Scotland, NE Scotland, 
Edinburgh, Dundee, 
Aberdeen, Moray 
Firth, Orkney, 
Shetland: 

Wintry showers today 
and tonight in the west. 
A light W wind. Max 
18-39F (-8 to 4 C). Min 
9-32F (-13 to OC). 


♦London, Cent S 
England, Channel Is, 
SW England, E 
England, SE England, 
E Anglia, Midlands: 
Rain will change to 
snow in the afternoon 
and linger into the 
evening in the east. 
Minor accumulation 
expected. A light SW 
wind. Max 37-43F 
(3-6C). Min 27-37F (-3 to 
3C). 

♦NW England, Lake 
Dist, IoM, Cent N 
England, NE England: 
Rain changing to snow 
today in the south and 
west. A moderate W 
wind. Max 28-43F (-2 to 
6C). Wintry showers 
tonight. Min 18-32F (-8 
to OC). 

♦Wales: 

Rain to snow today. A 
moderate W wind. Max 


Orkney 



Outlook 

Wintry showers in Wales 
and NW England on 
Wednesday. Another 
potent storm system will 
move in on Thursday and 
will start off as snow for 
many before changing 
to rain across N. Ireland 
into S. England. 


996' 

'29.41 



lboo 

$.53 


Four day 
forecast 


Wednesday 

DC 


Thursday 

20 


<£3 


Friday 

£3 


0"0 

£3 


Saturday 

£3 

£3 £3 


DC) 


Find affordable travel insurance for pre-existing 
medical conditions with payingtoomuch.com 


0800 074 9835 

Compared, Covered and Confident 


British readings Last night's report for 24 hours to 6pm - *estimated readings 



Sun 

hrs 

Rain 

Max/Min 

°C 

Daytime 

weather 


Sun Rain 
hrs in 

Max/Min 

°C 

Daytime 

weather 


Sun 

hrs 

Rain 

Max/Min 

°C 

Daytime 

weather 

Aberdeen 

4.9 

0.13 

2 

1 

p/cloudy 

Chester 

5.7 

0.00 

6 

2 

p/cloudy 

Isles of Scilly 

3.0* 

0.24 

10 

6 

showers 

Aberystwyth 

6.2* 

Trace 

7 

0 

p/cloudy 

Coventry 

6.9* 

0.00 

4 

0 

sunny 

Jersey 

4.3 

Trace 

8 

6 

cloudy 

Antrim 

3.1 

0.04 

6 

0 

showers 

Doncaster 

7.4 

0.00 

4 

0 

sunny 

Keswick 

6.0* 

0.00 

4 

-2 

p/cloudy 

Aviemore 

5.2* 

Trace 

3 

-2 

flurry 

Dover 

5.9* 

0.00 

6 

1 

p/cloudy 

Kew Gardens 

7.1* 

0.00 

6 

0 

sunny 

Barnstaple 

5.4* 

0.00 

8 

5 

p/cloudy 

Dundee 

6.7 

0.00 

5 

0 

sunny 

King's Lynn 

5.4* 

0.00 

5 

0 

p/cloudy 

Barrow-in-Furns. 

5.8* 

0.00 

6 

1 

p/cloudy 

Eastbourne 

6.8 0.00 

6 

1 

sunny 

Leeds 

5.8* 

0.00 

4 

0 

p/cloudy 

Basingstoke 

7.5 

0.00 

5 

0 

sunny 

Edinburgh 

6.8 0.00 

5 

-1 

sunny 

Leek 

6.8* 

0.00 

3 

-2 

sunny 

Bedford 

6.7* 

0.00 

4 

0 

sunny 

Epsom 

5.1* 

0.00 

4 

0 

p/cloudy 

Leominster 

4.0 

0.00 

6 

1 

cloudy 

Belfast 

2.5* 

0.02* 

7* 

1* 

showers 

Falmouth 

0.5* 

0.16 

8 

4 

showers 

Lincoln 

7.9 

0.00 

5 

1 

sunny 

Berwick 

6.9 

Trace 

4 

0 

sunny 

Farnborough 

5.1* 

0.00 

6 

1 

p/cloudy 

Liverpool 

5.7 

Trace 

6 

2 

p/cloudy 

Birmingham 

5.1* 

0.00 

4 

1 

p/cloudy 

Fort William 

5.1* 

0.01 

3 

-5 

flurry 

London 

7.0 

0.00 

6 

2 

sunny 

Bodmin 

2.5* 

0.08 

9 

3 

cloudy 

Glasgow 

5.6* 

0.01 

6 

-1 

p/cloudy 

Manchester 

7.6 

0.00 

5 

0 

sunny 

Bournemouth 

6.1 

0.00 

8 

0 

p/cloudy 

Great Malvern 

5.6* 

0.00 

7 

-1 

p/cloudy 

Middlesbrough 

6.8* 

0.20 

3 

0 

sunny 

Braintree 

6.8* 

0.00 

5 

1 

sunny 

Grimsby 

6.1* 

0.00 

4 

1 

p/cloudy 

Newcastle 

5.1* 

0.00 

3 

-1 

p/cloudy 

Brecon 

6.6* 

0.01 

6 

-1 

sunny 

Guernsey 

0.4* Trace 

8 

6 

cloudy 

Newquay 

1.0 

0.32 

8 

6 

showers 

Bridlington 

5.6* 

0.58 

5 

1 

p/cloudy 

Hereford 

5.5* 

0.00 

6 

0 

p/cloudy 

Nottingham 

7.9 

0.00 

4 

0 

sunny 

Brighton 

6.8* 

0.00 

6 

0 

sunny 

High Wycombe 

5.9* 

0.00 

4 

0 

p/cloudy 

Orkney 

0.9 

0.05 

3 

0 

showers 

Bristol 

5.0* 

0.00 

6* 

0* 

p/cloudy 

Holyhead 

2.3 

0.01 

7 

3 

cloudy 

Oxford 

7.2 

0.00 

6 

0 

sunny 

Camborne 

1.0 

0.32 

8 

6 

showers 

Huddersfield 

5.8* 0.00 

2 

-1 

p/cloudy 

Perth 

7.0* 

0.00 

5 

-1 

sunny 

Cardiff 

3.8 

Trace 

7 

0 

cloudy 

Ipswich 

5.0 

Trace 

4 

0 

p/cloudy 

Peterborough 

7.8 

0.00 

4 

-1 

sunny 

Carlisle 

6.6* 

0.00 

5 

-1 

sunny 

Isle of Man 

3.1 

Trace 

7 

3 

cloudy 

Plymouth 

3.6* 

0.00 

9 

2 

cloudy 

Catterick 

5.0 

0.00 

5 

-2 

p/cloudy 

Isle of Skye 

5.1* 

0.17 

4* 

0* 

showers 

Portsmouth* 

6.7* 

0.00* 7* 

3* 

sunny 

Cheltenham 

7.0* 

0.00 

6 

0 

sunny 

Isle of Wight 

6.2* 

0.00 

7 

2 

p/cloudy 

Prestwick 

3.5 

0.01 

7 

-2 

showers 


Sun Rain Max/Min Daytime 
hrs in °C weather 


Rhyl 


7.3 0.00 6 2 sunny 


Rugby 


6.1* Trace 6 3 p/cloudy 


Salisbury 


6.8* 0.00 4 0 sunny 


6.8* 0.00 6 0 sunny 


Scunthorpe 5.6* 0.00 4 0 p/cloudy 


6.6* 0.00* 4* 0* sunny 


4.7* 0.02 3 1 flurry 


5.0 0.00 6 0 p/cloudy 


5.5* Trace 5 0 p/cloudy 


Southampton 7.0* 0.00 7 2 sunny 


Southend-on-Sea 7.6 0.00 6 1 sunny 


7.6 0.00 5 0 sunny 


1.1 0.09 5 0 showers 


6.5* 0.00 7 3 p/cloudy 


6.7 0.00 6 0 sunny 


5.0* 0.00 5 1 p/cloudy 


4.2* 0.12 6 3 showers 


5.7* 0.00 8 4 p/cloudy 


5.2* 0.00 4 1 p/cloudy 


6.1* 0.00 5 0 p/cloudy 


6.0* 0.00 7 -1 p/cloudy 


6.6 0.00 7 2 sunny 


5.6* 0.00 5 0 p/cloudy 


Atlantic front 



Noon today: Low pressure off the coast of France will weaken as it moves inland. Low 
pressure off the coast of Canada will slowly move eastward. 


Sun & moon (Greenwich) 

Sun rises 0745 

High water 

Aberdeen 0806 3.5m 2033 3.6m 

Sunsets 1645 

Belfast 0546 3.0m 1803 3.2m 

Moon rises 0213 

Cardiff 0049 9.9m 1319 9.8m 

Moon sets 1155 

Dover 0510 5.8m 1754 5.4m 

New moon Feb 4 

Falmouth - 1136 4.2m 

Yesterday 

Warmest Isles of Scilly 10C (50F) 

Harwich 0548 3.5m 1827 3.3m 

Holyhead 0453 4.6m 1724 4.8m 

Hull 0000 6.6m 1255 6.2m 

Coldest Aonach -9C (16F) 

Liverpool 0525 7.8m 1759 7.8m 

Wettest Bridlington 0.58 in. 

London 0758 6.4m 2035 6.3m 

Lighting up 

Aberdeen 1629 to 0814 

Southampton 0455 4.0m 1057 1.7m 


Belfast 1657 to 0818 

Birmingham 1648 to 0753 

London 1645 to 0743 

Manchester 1646 to 0758 

Penzance 1710 to 0800 


Sea forecast 
S North Sea: 

A moderate southwesterly wind. 
Seas will be slight. Visibility will be 
poor at times. 

Dover Strait, English Channel: 

A moderate south to southwesterly 
wind today. Seas will be smooth to 
slight. Visibility will be poor. 

St. George's Channel: 

A fresh northwesterly wind today. 
Seas will be moderate. Visibility will 
be poor. 

Irish Sea: A fresh northwesterly 
wind today. Seas will be slight. 
Visibility will be poor. 


Akrotiri 

16 

9 

p/ddy 

Alicante 

20 

9 

sunny 

Amsterdam 

6 

3 

showers 

Athens 

15 

5 

p/cldy 

Barcelona 

15 

6 

sunny 

Bari 

15 

5 

showers 

Belgrade 

7 

2 

p/cldy 

Benidorm 

19 

9 

sunny 

Bergen 

-2 

-7 

sunny 

Berlin 

5 

1 

P/cldy 

Biarritz 

11 

7 

rain 

Bodrum 

16 

6 

p/cldy 

Bordeaux 

10 

5 

cloudy 

Brest 

9 

5 

rain 

Brussels 

5 

2 

snow 

Bucharest 

2 

-3 

cloudy 

Budapest 

2 

-1 

ice 

Cagliari 

13 

8 

cloudy 

Chamonix 

-1 

-6 

snow 

Copenhagen 

4 

3 

cloudy 

Corfu 

15 

10 

rain 

Cork 

7 

3 

showers 

Corsica 

11 

5 

showers 

Crete 

16 

8 

p/cldy 

Dublin 

6 

0 

cloudy 

Dubrovnik 

14 

9 

rain 

Faro 

17 

10 

P/cldy 

Florence 

12 

5 

showers 


European readings Last night's report for 24 hours to 6pm 


Max Min Daytime 
°C °C weather 



Max Min 
°C °C 

Daytime 

weather 

Frankfurt 

4 

0 

snow 

Funchal 

18 

14 

cloudy 

Gdansk 

2 

0 

cloudy 

Geneva 

4 

-1 

snow 

Gibraltar 

15 

8 

sunny 

Hamburg 

4 

1 

rain 

Helsinki 

-6 

-19 

snow 

Innsbruck 

4 

-4 

snow 

Istanbul 

11 

7 

sunny 

Kiev 

-4 

-12 

flurry 

La Rochelle 

10 

4 

showers 

Lisbon 

14 

9 

p/cldy 

Locarno 

11 

1 

sunny 

Luxembourg 

2 

0 

snow 

Madrid 

14 

0 

p/cldy 

Majorca 

16 

8 

windy 

Malaga 

17 

10 

p/cldy 

Malta 

15 

12 

cloudy 

Marseille 

9 

0 

sunny 

Menorca 

13 

6 

p/cldy 

Milan 

11 

0 

sunny 

Monaco 

13 

6 

P/cldy 

Moscow 

-7 

-13 

p/cldy 

Munich 

3 

1 

snow 

Naples 

13 

9 

cloudy 

Nice 

13 

6 

p/cldy 

Nicosia 

16 

6 

P/cldy 

Oporto 

13 

9 

showers 



Max Min 
°C °C 

Daytime 

weather 

Oslo 

-5 

-8 

snow 

Palermo 

14 

12 

p/cldy 

Paris 

6 

1 

P/cldy 

Perpignan 

10 

3 

showers 

Prague 

3 

0 

p/cldy 

Reykjavik 

-1 

-6 

flurry 

Rhodes 

16 

9 

p/cldy 

Riga 

-4 

-9 

snow 

Rome 

12 

7 

cloudy 

Saint Malo 

9 

5 

showers 

Salzburg 

4 

-3 

snow 

Santander 

12 

8 

rain 

Santiago/Comp. 10 

7 

showers 

Sofia 

6 

-5 

p/cldy 

St. Petersburg 

-11 

-17 

snow 

Stockholm 

1 

-3 

snow 

Strasbourg 

4 

1 

snow 

Tenerife 

21 

16 

P/cldy 

Tirana 

15 

5 

rain 

Toulouse 

9 

1 

showers 

Valencia 

19 

8 

sunny 

Venice 

6 

2 

rain 

Vienna 

4 

-1 

snow 

Vigo-0 Castro 

13 

8 

showers 

Vilnius 

-4 

-8 

snow 

Warsaw 

2 

-3 

cloudy 

Zagreb 

3 

0 

rain 

Zurich 

2 

-1 

snow 



World readings 



Max 

°C 

Min 

°C 

Daytime 

weather 


Max 

°C 

Min 

°C 

Daytime 

weather 


Max 

°c 

Min 

°C 

Daytime 

weather 

Accra 

32 

26 

p/cldy 

Damascus 

12 

3 

p/cldy 

New Orleans 

18 

5 

p/cldy 

Addis Ababa 

27 

7 

sunny 

Dar es Salaam 

30 

25 

cloudy 

New Delhi 

20 

6 

p/cldy 

Adelaide 

26 

15 

sunny 

Dhaka 

28 

18 

P/cldy 

New York 

3 

-4 

sunny 

Alexandria 

17 

12 

sunny 

Dubai 

31 

19 

sunny 

Ottawa 

-19 

-25 

P/cldy 

Algiers 

16 

7 

windy 

Falkland Is. 

16 

9 

p/cldy 

Perth 

39 

12 

sunny 

Amman 

8 

4 

showers 

Harare 

27 

16 

P/cldy 

Port-of-Spain 

29 

23 

P/cldy 

Anchorage 

0 

-1 

snow 

Havana 

20 

18 

p/cldy 

Rio de Janeiro 

33 

26 

sunny 

Ankara 

8 

-3 

sunny 

Hong Kong 

22 

15 

sunny 

Riyadh 

26 

17 

windy 

Ascension Is. 

28 

25 

p/cldy 

Honolulu 

21 

19 

sunny 

San Francisco 

13 

10 

P/cldy 

Auckland 

26 

20 

p/cldy 

Jakarta 

29 

24 

p/cldy 

Santiago 

35 

16 

sunny 

Baghdad 

18 

14 

showers 

Jeddah 

28 

22 

storms 

Seattle 

6 

3 

mist 

Bahamas 

25 

22 

p/cldy 

Jerusalem 

8 

4 

showers 

Seoul 

4 

-4 

sunny 

Bahrain 

28 

20 

p/cldy 

Johannesburg 

23 

13 

P/cldy 

Seychelles 

29 

26 

showers 

Bamako 

32 

15 

sunny 

Kabul 

8 

-8 

sunny 

Singapore 

29 

25 

showers 

Bangkok 

32 

21 

sunny 

Karachi 

25 

12 

P/cldy 

Sydney 

28 

23 

storms 

Beijing 

8 

-7 

sunny 

Kolkata 

22 

16 

p/cldy 

Taipei City 

22 

11 

sunny 

Beirut 

15 

10 

showers 

Kuala Lumpur 

32 

25 

rain 

Tangier 

15 

10 

p/cldy 

Bermuda 

22 

21 

P/cldy 

La Paz 

10 

5 

P/cldy 

Tel Aviv 

16 

9 

showers 

Bogota 

20 

8 

rain 

Lahore 

18 

4 

sunny 

Tokyo 

14 

4 

windy 

Bridgetown 

29 

25 

p/cldy 

Lima 

30 

23 

cloudy 

Toronto 

-14 

-19 

snow 

Brisbane 

33 

22 

sunny 

Los Angeles 

17 

10 

p/cldy 

Tunis 

14 

8 

p/cldy 

Buenos Aires 

34 

24 

p/cldy 

Maldives 

31 

28 

p/cldy 

Vancouver 

6 

0 

cloudy 

Cairo 

19 

8 

sunny 

Manila 

28 

23 

P/cldy 

Washington 

4 

-1 

P/cldy 

Canberra 

29 

18 

cloudy 

Marrakesh 

20 

8 

p/cldy 

Wellington 

24 

19 

windy 

Cape Town 

32 

20 

sunny 

Melbourne 

35 

14 

sunny 

Winnipeg 

-19 

-21 

flurry 

Casablanca 

17 

9 

p/cldy 

Miami 

16 

11 

p/cldy 

©2019; forecasts and 


Chicago 

1 

-12 

snow 

Montego Bay 

31 

25 

showers 

graphics provided by 


Christchurch 

25 

17 

sunny 

Mumbai 

30 

20 

sunny 

Accu Weather 

Colombo 

31 

24 

p/cldy 

Nairobi 

28 

17 

haze 

DOWNLOAD THE FREE APP 


Nature notes 


Mild climes make 
spring leap ahead 


Spring has sprung up to five months 
early in some parts of the UK thanks to 
unseasonably warm weather. 

Birds and flowers have made early 
appearances, with more than 64 
sightings of spring activity since 
November, the Woodland Trust says. 

A tortoiseshell butterfly was spotted 
at Christmas in Merthyr Tydfil, South 
Wales, along with a red-tailed 
bumblebee in Somerset - both at least 
three months ahead of schedule. The 
song thrush has also been heard in 11 
locations since December, according 
to reports made to the trust’s annual 
Nature’s Calendar project. 

Mild weather seems to have 
temporarily brought insects out of 
hibernation, with average 
temperatures for November and 
December more than 1.8F above the 
1981-2010 long-term average. But with 
a potential cold snap imminent, more 
delicate species could suffer. 
Samantha Herbert 


Sujiko® 


MODERATE NO 3497 



To play Sujiko, enter the numbers 1 to 9 in 
the spaces so that the total in each circle is 
equal to the sum of the four surrounding 
squares. Today's solutions appear tomorrow. 



The aim of Suguru is to fill the grid so that no 
same digit is touching. A two-cell outlined 
block contains the digits 1 and 2; a three-cell 
block contains 1,2,3; and so on. The same 
digit must not appear in neighbouring cells, 
not even diagonally. 

Yesterday's solutions: 


Sujiko 3496: 923 
478 
615 


Suguru 584: 


Suko 401: 


541 

269 

783 


Suko 402: 


283 

519 

674 


CrOSSWOrd 28,960 puzzles.telegraph.co.uk 



Across 

I Summary established after 
excavation (6) 

4 Good person, simple on 
reflection, loses temper? (6) 

8 Irritant that could make 
everyone strangely green (8) 

10 Ranged around park (6) 

II Eager to behead Welsh 
saint? (4) 

12 Not the calculating type, 
instinctive about hesitation - 
and another? (10) 

13 Unpredictably but properly 
entertaining start to rowboat 
race at sea (12) 

16 Go over and back down 
again? (12) 

20 Things given by old boy 
before booze-ups (10) 

21 Lone duck seen chasing 
Spanish sun (4) 

22 Solve or create first of two 
clues occasionally (6) 

23 Observe detailed piece by 
art gallery (8) 

24 Violently hurt by quiet bird (6) 

25 Main songs? They're not 
heard by everybody (6) 


Down 

1 Birth that might take 3-5 
days(8) 

2 Craving? Regularly gorge on 
ends of rye bread (5) 

3 So horse, reportedly, that is 
right, gets wetter (7) 

5 Engineer Joe and me 
succeeded, creating rules (7) 

6 Description of friend holding 
gold plate (9) 

7 Seat is prepared for rest of 
the afternoon? (6) 

9 Fools new in company, 
politician has surprised 
expression (11) 

14 Fish break into chippy (9) 

15 The least dodgy 
sportspeople? (8) 

17 Exchanges around whiskey 
and nuts (7) 

18 Samples guinea pigs (7) 

19 Complain - the thing is...? (6) 
21 Stuffed, some diners ate 
dinner (5) 


Help with today's clues Single clues 0905 757 0120. All Across/Down clues 0905 757 0121. Calls cost £1 per minute, plus network extras. Services open Mon-Fri. Spoke, 43 Whitfield St, London WIT 4HD 


Quick Crossword 


Across 

I Punctuation mark (5) 

4 Shoulder wrap (5) 

10 Non-believer (7) 

II Japanese fighter (5) 

12 Pop (5) 

13 Repeat (7) 

15 Every one (4) 

17 Blunt; honest (5) 

19 Keen (5) 

22 Charged particles (4) 
25 Hang freely (7) 

27 Dismisses (5) 

29 Thin (5) 

30 Small guitar (7) 

31 Strangely (5) 

32 Limit the growth of 
(5) 



Yesterday's 
Quick Crossword 
Solution 
Across: 1 Hoar, 4 
Moan, (Hormone) 8 
Duke, 9 Coagulate, 11 
Harass, 13 Snigger, 15 
Iguana, 16 Matter, 18 
Poplar, 20 Shared, 

22 Lectern, 23 
Permit, 25 Dirt 
cheap, 26 Need, 27 
Tale, 28 Rime. 

Down: 2 Oboe, 3 
Regina, 4 Malaga, 5 
Anthem, 6 
Subaltern, 7 Less, 10 
Earache, 12 Limp, 13 
Supporter, 14 Invalid, 
17 Rude, 19 Retina, 
20 Statue, 21 Archer, 

23 Pony, 24 Calm. 


Solution No 28,959 
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Help with today's Quick Crossword clues 
Single clues 0905 757 0122 . Solution 0905 757 
0123 . 

Calls cost £1 per minute, plus network extras. 
Services open Mon-Sat. Spoke, 3rd Floor, 43 
Whitfield St, London WIT 4HD 


Our puzzle website 

Enjoy your favourite Telegraph puzzles with our website. 
Visit puzzles.telegraph.co.uk 


Down 

2 Different (5) 

3 Make wet (7) 

5 Consequently (5) 

6 Ambitious person (7) 


7 Possibly (5) 

8 Moral principle (5) 

9 Subdued (5) 

14 At that time (4) 

16 Of a similar nature (4) 
18 Saved (7) 


20 Attack (7) 

21 Consumption (5) 

23 Smell (5) 

24 Wedding official (5) 
26 Praise (5) 

28 Not dirty (5) 


♦ Prize puzzles: You can win 
cash prizes with our exclusive 
online crosswords 

♦ Your profile: Create 

a Nickname and add a photo 

♦ Puzzle archive: More than 
5,000 puzzles from Crosswords 
to Sudoku. Plus over 50 new 


puzzles added weekly 

♦ Leaderboard: Play 
interactively for points, and 
compare your score on the 
leaderboard 

♦ Print and play: Print 
puzzles to complete at your 
leisure 


The Daily Telegraph published by Telegraph Media Group Ltd, 111 Buckingham Palace Road, London SW1W ODT. Tel: 020 7931 2000 Printed at Newsprinters (Broxbourne) Ltd, Great Cambridge Road, Waltham Cross, 
Hertfordshire EN8 8DY; Newsprinters (Knowsley) Ltd, Kitling Road, Prescot, Merseyside L34 9HN; Newsprinters (Eurocentral) Ltd, Byramsmuir Road, Holytown, Motherwell; and Independent News and Media, Unit 5 
Springhill Road, Carnbane Industrial Estate, Newry, County Down, Northern Ireland BT35 6EF. Registered as a Newspaper at the Post Office. Newspapers Support Recycling. The recycled paper content of UK newspapers in 
2017 was 64.6%. To obtain permission to copy cuttings from this newspaper contact the NLA on 01892 525273, email copyOnla.co.uk. For all other reproduction, copying and licensing inquiries email syndicationotelegraph. 
co.uk Conditions for advertising. All advertisements are accepted subject to the publisher's standard conditions of insertion. Copies may be obtained from the Advertisement Marketing Department. 



GRAND TOUR OF CHINA 

15 DAYS FROM £2,995 

A dizzying mix of ancient cultures, breathtaking natural beauty and dynamic urban 
landscapes, China is a feast for all of the senses. Beijing, the Terracotta Warriors, 
pandas and a cruise on the Yangtze combine to offer an unforgettable experience. 

-ITINERARY- 

Days 1-3. Beijing. We depart London for 
Beijing via Hong Kong, arriving on Day 2. 

On Day 3, we discover Tiananmen Square 
and the Forbidden City before we visit 
the Summer Palace. 

Days 4-6. The Great Wall of China and 

Xi’an. This morning we visit the Temple 
of Heaven before continuing to the 
Mutianyu section of the Great Wall of 
China, one of the new Seven Wonders of 
the World. Returning to Beijing, we see 
the ‘Water Cube’ and ‘Bird’s Nest’ arenas 
ahead of a traditional Peking Duck dinner. 

On Day 5 we travel to Xi’an, discovering 
the life-sized Terracotta Warriors on 
Day 6. Later we take in the Great 
Mosque, the lively bazaar and Small 
Wild Goose Pagoda. 

Days 7-9. Chengdu, the Giant Buddha 
& Pandas. Today we travel by high-speed 
rail to Chengdu, venturing to Leshan on 
Day 8 to visit the Giant Buddha Statue, 
the world’s largest stone statue. Back in 
Chengdu we see the Wenshu Monastery, 
as well as the historic teak buildings on 
Jinli Street. We visit the Giant Panda 
Breeding Research Institute on Day 9, 
then catch the high-speed bullet train to 
Chongqing, where we board our luxury 
5-star Century river ship. 


Days 10-11. Cruising the Yangtze. This 
morning is spent cruising this fine river, 
and in the afternoon we visit Shibaozhai 
Pagoda. Our cruise continues on 
Day 11 with a shore excursion to 
Shennong Stream. This evening, 
enjoy a banquet on board. 

Days 12-13. To Wuhan and Shanghai. 

We visit the Three Gorges Dam before 
disembarking in Yichang. From here we 
travel to Wuhan where, on Day 13 we visit 
Wuhan’s Yellow Crane Tower. We travel 
to Shanghai later tonight. 

Days 14-15 Shanghai and return home. 
We spend the day sightseeing in this 
classic Chinese city, seeing the Yu 
Garden, the Bund, the French Concession 
and the Jade Buddha Temple. On Day 15 
we transfer to the airport for our flight 
to London. 


WHAT’S INCLUDED 


• Fully escorted by a UK Tour Manager 
from start to finish 

• Flights from London to Beijing and 
from Shanghai to London 

• All rail and coach travel throughout 

• 10 nights’ hotel accommodation 

• 3 nights on board a 5-star cruise ship 
on the Yangtze River 

• 32 meals, including 13 breakfasts, 

10 lunches and 9 dinners 

• Tour of Beijing including Tiananmen 
Square, a visit to the Great Wall and 
the Olympic arenas 

• Excursion to see the Terracotta 
Warriors and a tour of Xi’an including 
the Great Mosque 

• Visits to the Leshan Giant Buddha 
Statue and Chengdu Giant Panda 
Research Institute 

• Excursion to Wuhan’s Yellow 
Crane Tower 

• A tour of Suzhou and a canal cruise 

• Tour of Shanghai including the Jade 
Buddha Temple and the Bund 


I DEPARTURES 

25 APR 19 

£ 3,395 

7,14 MAY 20 

£ 3,495 

5 SEP 19 

£ 3,245 

21 MAY 20 

£ 3,395 

17 OCT 19 

£ 3,345 

28 MAY 20 

£ 3,295 

24 OCT 19 

£ 3,245 

4,11 JUN20 

£ 3,195 

31 OCT 19 

£ 3,145 

3,10SEP20 

£ 3,295 

7 NOV 19 

£ 2,995 

17 SEP 20 

£ 3,295 

26 MAR 20 

£ 3,195 

8,150CT20 

£ 3,395 

2APR20 

£ 3,295 

22OCT20 

£ 3,295 

9APR20 

£ 3,395 

29 OCT 20 

£ 3,195 

16APR20 

£ 3,495 

5 NOV 20 

£ 3,095 

23 APR 20 

£ 3,495 

12NOV20 

£ 2,995 


Flights available from Manchester, Birmingham, 
Edinburgh or Glasgow. Please call for details. 


I WORLDWIDE I THE GREAT BRITISH ISLES I EXCLUSIVE RIVER CRUISING 


Call 01904 730999 or visit www.GreatRail.com/CYG to BOOK NOW 

Our UK tour advisors are here 7 days a week 


Discover the world, the Great Rail Way I UK’s Leading Rail Holiday Company 


#ABTA 
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Tuesday 29 January 2019 The Daily Telegraph 


Reassuring. 
Refreshing. 
Remortgages. 

Our online Agreement in Principle 
lets you know how much you 
could borrow without affecting 
your credit score. 

Search Barclays Mortgages 



Let’s go forward 

I # BARCLAYS 




Barclays Bank UK PLC. Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority (Financial Services Register no. 759676). Registered in England. 
Registered no. 9740322. Registered Office: 1 Churchill Place, London El4 5HP. 









